

Lesson 12
I’m Still the Same
Main Idea:  Though our relationship with God may fluctuate, it is NEVER because God has changed.

Text:  1 Samuel 12

Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience & judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate whom God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

It is going to be important for teachers to clarify what we mean by the main idea above.  In the following story, we read the account of how God responded when Israel rejected him as their king.  In the outline of the chapter, God shows that he has always been faithful, will continue to judge sin and bless obedience; and that he will always remain faithful to his people.  So who changed?  Israel, of course.  In our Christian life, we can tend to be anything but constant.  Our feelings change, our attitudes toward God change, our faith can change, our devotion can change.  One day we can be standing on a mountaintop, the next day we can be down in the dumps.  As a result of all this, we can sometimes accuse God of treating us differently and wind up looking somewhere else for provision, love, and direction.  But has God really changed, or have we?  

When Israel decided to reject God, he wanted them (and us) to learn three things about him.
I. God has always taken care of you. (Vs. 1-13)
a. Samuel, God’s man, has never let them down. (Vs. 1-5)

b. Then, they are reminded of God’s faithfulness to take care of them down through the ages.
i. Notice that all of the HUMAN deliverers they had were all given to them BY THE LORD.  

ii. What he is trying to say is that even though it may have seemed like a human leader saved you, it was God all along!

c. But despite God’s faithfulness, you rejected him and asked for another.


Just because your thoughts about God have changed does not mean that God is 
any less good than he was when you thought better of him.  He has always 
taken care of you.
II. God will continue to bless your obedience and curse your disobedience. (Vs. 13-19, 24-25)
a. He promises to bless them if they will fear him and obey his commandments.  (This is the same agreement set forth in Deuteronomy.) Vs. 14

b. He also promises that his hand shall be against them if they rebel against his commandments.

i. Again, this agreement was the same he had taken with their fathers. Vs. 15b

c. He then goes on to send judgment in the form of thunder and rain.
i. Why?  Because he has to judge sin.

ii. The people need to “perceive and see” their wickedness.  God cannot allow their rejection of him to go unchecked.


III. God will never forsake you. (Vs. 20-25)
a. The people are afraid of God and Samuel because of this judgment.

b. Notice how God responds…Fear not. (vs. 20)

i. God may chasten, but only in love.

ii. God does not take pleasure in our discomfort.

c. He reassures his people that he will never forsake them.  Why?

i. For His great name’s sake.  Israel carries God’s reputation, just like a child his father.  Because of who God is (a faithful God) he will not abandon his children.

ii. God chose Israel because he wanted to.

1. Though he foreknew all that Israel would do to him, yet he still chose them.

2. Though God foreknew and foreknows all that you will do against him, he still chose you.

Conclusion:

Though our attitude toward God may change, as did the Israelites in asking for a king, God will never change.  If we are not as close to God as we once were, whose fault is it?  If God is still the same today as he was yesterday, then that means that he still takes care of his people; he still deals with blessing and cursing the same say, and he will still never  leave nor forsake us.  We need to make sure our thoughts of God line up with the unchanging Word of God rather than our own imaginations.  We will change and we will drift.  God will always be where he has always been.
Discuss:


Had Israel forgotten all that God had done for them in the past?


What causes us to forget all that God has done for us?  What can we do to remember?


Why is it important to practice thankfulness on a regular basis?


When was the last time you stopped and took inventory of all that God has done for you?


Take time in class to acknowledge how God has taken care of us.  Ask for participation from the class.


In light of God’s faithfulness to take care of us, why do we not give him more attention than we do?





Discuss:


Does God still judge sin and bless obedience?


Why do you think God chose to remind Israel of this seemingly basic principle?  Did they not already know that God blessed obedience and punished rebellion?


How did the people change when God sent the thunder and rain?


Why do you think God wanted the people to know the rules?





Discuss:


Consider all the terrible sins you have committed up to this point in your life.  Yet God still deals with you and wants to have a relationship with you.  Why?


Is it normal for a parent to forsake their child?  No matter what?


Given this thought alone, why would God ever forsake a saved child of God?  (He wouldn’t.  We can never lose our salvation.)


Read Hebrews 13:5-8.  Do you see any similar thoughts in today’s lesson?  (God will never forsake…he’s the same yesterday, today and forever.)








