THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 12 – “Joy And Jesus’ Commandments”

“Part 3: Jesus’ Litmus Test”

John 13:34-35, 14:15 & 21-24, 15:9-17

Introduction:  We must not forget where we are in our series concerning the joy of the Lord.  The verses that are at this point the most critical for us are verses 10 and 11 of chapter 15.  Jesus makes it so very clear that we may abide in Him by obedience to His commandments (see 15:10).  Then, in V11, the Savior is abundantly clear again:  He has taught us to be obedient to His commandments that His joy might remain in us, and that our joy may be, therefore, full!  Now see 15:12:  “This is my commandment . . .” so that we are not left scratching our head wondering just what He might mean by “my commandment.”

By now we know that He calls this commandment the new commandment, and by “new” He means a new level of love; brotherly love.  He raises the standard.

Now let’s follow Jesus’ order once again:

· Abide in the vine or in Christ;

· Abide by obedience to His commands;

· Experience His joy and even full joy.

From our reading for this lesson, it is obvious that the command (singular) is that we love one another as Jesus loves us.  John 13-15 is not a section full of Jesus’ commandments (plural), but a section full of one command: Love one another as He loves us!

i.
Obedience to the new commandment is made the litmus test for authentic devotion and love for jesus christ (FOR AUTHENTIC FOLLOWSHIP/DISCIPLESHIP)

A. We understand what a litmus test is (often called an acid test).

1. Illustration: Someone claims, “I am a genuine, conservative, right-wing Republican.”  Acid test: “What is your position on abortion, sodomite rights, the military, etc.?”

2. Illustration:  Someone claims, “I am a true blue, independent, fundamental, genuine, authentic Baptist.”  Acid test: “Great!  What is your position on Bible versions, ecclesiastical separation, the ordinances, etc.?”

3. Illustration: Someone claims, “I am a genuine, true blue, gung ho, all the way Oklahoma Sooner fan.”  Acid test:  “Great!  Do you hate the team Oklahoma plays on the 2nd Saturday of October?”

4. Illustration:  Someone claims, “I am a true, authentic, genuine follower of Jesus Christ.  I follow Jesus and I love Him.”  Acid test: “Do you love others as He loves you?”

5. Notice that prior to illustration #4, the litmus tests are all manmade and by comparison, really not as significant.  The consideration before us is not a manmade acid test, but that of the God-man.

B. His commandment is clear and that He means for us to obey it is equally clear!

1. See 14:15b, 21a, 23b, 24b.  

2. See also 15:10a & 14b. 

3. He means for His followers to keep this commandment!  This is not optional.  His joy is not possible apart from obedience to this command.

II.
a further breakdown of this litmus test

(Note: In other words, Jesus’ teaching can be broken down to show that obedience to this command is a litmus test to three areas related to our fellowship with Him.)

A. 14:15,21,23,24  Obedience is the acid test of our love for Jesus.

1. And what is His commandment?  Read 13:34; we know what it is!

2. Any claim made to truly love Jesus Christ must be tested by the question, “Do you love others as Jesus loves you?”  Read I John 4:20-21!

3. Any claim to love Jesus while not loving the brothers and sisters is a bogus claim.

B. 15:9-10  Obedience is the acid test of whether we truly abide in Christ.

1. If one abides in Christ, he or she must of necessity love the brother or sister as he or she is loved by Christ.

2. Disobedience to that command becomes a huge obstacle to abiding in His love.

a. He still loves the disobedient.

b. But the disobedient removes himself from His realm of communion and fellowship.

C. 15:14-15  Obedience is the acid test for whether we are His friends.

1. Is there a difference between a servant and a friend?  Yes!

2. Any claim to friendship with Jesus must be tested by the question, “Are you obedient to the new commandment?”

3. Any claim to friendship with Him is a bogus claim if one is disobedient to the new commandment.

Note: It should be pointed out that the acid test is not how active we are in church, or if we are a pastor, or deacon, or teacher, or officer, etc., etc.  Neither is the acid test how separated we are from worldliness and social sins, etc., etc.  These are all matters of importance, to be sure.  But never pretend that any degree of involvement or separation exempts us from the need to be obedient to the commandment of Jesus.

III.
15:10-11  JOY APART FROM OBEDIENCE IS NOT A PART OF JESUS’ FORMULA

A. Use your imagination.

1. Imagine a circle before you marked full joy.  It is large enough for you and if you enter, you experience what Jesus calls full joy.

2. Before you can enter, you are stopped in your tracks and not told why.  You are sure you deserve this full joy because you are active in church and never miss.  You don’t get drunk, you are moral and don’t cuss and swear, or steal, etc.  You pay your taxes, your bills, and even tithe and give some to missions.  Surely you may enter into full joy!  But you are denied.

3. Before you enter, we are going to sit you down in a chair and march your church family by you one by one.  “Do you love this person?”  will not be the question.  Oh no, that is not the question.  “Do you love this person as you are loved by Jesus?”  That is the question.

4. After a process, you are fairly pleased because you love most of them.  But wait; most of them?  When we meet the one that Jesus doesn’t love, then I suppose we’ll not need to love them either.

5. Now please, do not avoid this difficult test!  That full joy Jesus offers is worth the pain and humility it takes to deal with the reality that there are people you don’t love; in fact, some perhaps are despised, detested, if not totally hated by you!

B.
Remember the issue.

1.
The issue here is not your salvation.

2.
It is not even about whether you may utilize your gifts or be called to the service of the Lord.

3.
The issue is joy; joy that can only be given by Jesus.

Conclusion:  Do you want this joy, or not?

