

Lesson 13
Who’s Bigger, You or God?
Main Idea:  God will never use people who believe more in themselves than they do in God.

Text:  1 Samuel 13

Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience & judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate who God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

In this lesson, we will really be getting right down the very heart and essence of this entire book!  I would encourage you as teachers to first of all read the songs of Hannah and David found in 1 Samuel 2:1-10 and 2 Samuel 22.  These songs “envelope” the whole book of Samuel.  They serve as the very essence of what God wants to get across in these two books.  

Rereading these two songs will help you to see how stark the comparison is between David and Saul.  When you first read chapter 13 (today’s chapter) it may be hard to see just how wicked Saul is.  However, when you understand the heart that God is looking for, it becomes more obvious from the event of 1 Samuel 13 that Saul is nowhere close.  We will see that instead of a heart filled with humility, trust, and reliance on God as his strength, rock and high tower, Saul is simply enamored with Saul.  He is so confident in himself that he disregards God’s heart and will, as something to be taken seriously.  The simple word for all of this is PRIDE.
I. Saul impulsive plunges his country into a war that he is not prepared to fight.

a. In the 3rd year of Saul’s reign, he drafts an army of 3,000 men.

b. Under Saul’s command, his son Jonathan smites a garrison of the Philistines.

c. Saul is eager to take credit, but now finds himself and his country at odds with a nation whose army is much bigger than his is.

i. They had 30,000 chariots, 6,000 horsemen, and other people that were as the sand of the sea in number.
ii. Saul had 3,000.

d. Once the nation realizes what kind of a mess (or “strait”) they are now in, they run and hide.

e. Saul goes to Gilgal where he is to wait on Samuel to receive direction from the Lord.

Very important notes to remember:

1.  Nobody ever told Saul to attack the Philistines.

2.  People are afraid to follow Saul into this battle because he has foolishly picked a fight with a nation that is more prepared for war than they are.
II. Saul also disregards the command of God and then uses his own “intelligence” to justify his actions against God.

a. Saul was supposed to be waiting for Samuel to come and offer sacrifices and then instruct him what to do.  (This appears to have been a recurring process of guidance that was established two years earlier in 1 Sam. 10:8.)
b. When Samuel did not show up on the seventh day (though he DID show up at the END of the seventh day) Saul panicked and offered a sacrifice himself.

c. After he does this, Samuel shows up and rebukes him for disobeying the command of God.  

i. See Numbers 18:7

ii. Offering sacrifices was strictly a job for the priests and Levites.

d. Saul, instead of acknowledging that he has done wrong, only defends himself and uses his own reasoning to justify breaking God’s law. (see vs. 11-12)
i. The people were scattered from me…so I had to break the law.
ii. Samuel did not come in time…so that makes it okay for me to disobey God.

iii. The Philistines were starting to surround us, something had to be done…this surely justifies breaking God’s law.

iv. IN OTHER WORDS, SEEING ALL THESE REASONS FOR WHY I DID WHAT I DID, OBEYING GOD WOULD HAVE BEEN FOOLISH!
e. Upon this, Samuel lets Saul know that he just blew it.

i. God would have established his kingdom forever had he just waited for Samuel.

ii. But because of his impatience, pride and arrogance, God has already found someone else to take his place.

iii. WHY?  BECAUSE GOD IS LOOKING FOR SOMEONE AFTER HIS OWN HEART.

1. This means that their heart agrees with God’s heart.

2. When God says something, they care about it and do it.


III. Now his people are about to be attacked and do not even have weapons to defend themselves.

a. Here come the spoilers of the Philistines, surrounding the Israelites.

b. No one in Israel even has a sword except for Saul and Jonathan.

c. This just further highlights the crazy decision to go pick a fight with the Philistines.  So let us further analyze this factor.
i. Was Saul simply “acting on faith?”  Was he like Gideon or the two spies who believed that God would win their battles regardless of the odds?

ii. There is no record in this account of Saul saying anything about God’s ability to deliver them.  In other “faith” stories where God’s people defeated the odds, the hero expresses faith in God or is instructed by God to perform this great feat.  Saul does not have any of this.

iii. Plus, based on his disregard for obedience to God’s law, it does not appear at all that God is the source of his strength in the first place.

iv. Conclusion:  The lack of swords in the land only illustrates how desperately incompetent he was as a king and how much he really needed the help and strength of the God that he did not seem to think much about.  PRIDE USUALLY CONSISTS OF FAILING TO SEE HOW MUCH OF A FAILURE ONE REALLY IS.

Conclusion:

Saul needed God’s help.  Nevertheless, Saul did not approach God on God’s terms, but on Saul’s terms.  He had little regard for God’s commands and a high regard for his own reasoning skills.  When we read this story, it is not hard to see Saul as an incompetent fool.  Therefore, the question we have to ask ourselves is why Saul did not see that.  If Saul felt helpless, he would have run to God.  Instead, he took matters into his own hands and proved that he was not someone whose heart agreed with God’s heart.  As a result, God has rejected him from leading his people.  God will never use people who believe more in themselves than they do in God.
Discuss:


If God did not tell Saul to go to battle with the Philistines, where did he get all this confidence?


Saul’s leadership does not appear to be very strong, for all of his followers are running and hiding.  What is wrong with Saul’s leadership?  Why was his position as king not enough?





Discuss:


Do you think Saul’s faith was being tested?  Would you have been able to wait on Samuel?  Don’t you think Saul was in a fairly difficult situation?


Why is there never an excuse for sin?  Why did none of Saul’s excuses carry any weight?


What would cause God to believe that Saul’s heart was after Saul’s heart and not after God’s heart?


Talk about what it means to be a person after God’s own heart.  How do we know what God’s heart is?  How do we line our heart up after God’s heart?


How seriously do you take God’s agenda?  More serious than your own?








