THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 14 – “Joy And Jesus’ Commandments”

“Part 5: Are These Jesus’ Commandments?”

John 15:10-11 & Matthew 5:1-2

Introduction:  From John 15:10-11, we know beyond any doubt that the joy of the Lord is inextricably tied to obedience to Jesus’ commandments.  Obedience to Jesus is essential to abiding in Him, which is essential to fruit bearing, and it is all related to knowing the joy of the Lord – to the full.

As previously stated, the section of Scripture where we have spent the last four lessons (John 13-15), is not a section filled with commandments from Jesus, but a commandment; singular.  We have attempted to stress what Jesus stressed: the importance of The New Commandment (John 13:34-35).  Obedience to this commandment is essential to knowing His joy to the full.

The last lesson had to do with The Great Commission as a commandment.  We concluded that a person who ignores Jesus’ mandate to evangelize the world, considering that His last words before ascending to Heaven included The Great Commission, is a person who will not experience His joy to the full.

Now we go to the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.  Here Jesus gives a comprehensive discipleship course, recorded in just three chapters of Matthew’s gospel.  I can almost feel the question: “Are the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus’ commandments?”  Please follow along and then come to your own conclusions.

i.
cONSIDER THE BEATITUDES AND BLESSEDNESS

A. Matthew 5:3-11  Acknowledgment #1: The Beatitudes are not given in commandment form.

1. It is clear to see.  Jesus did not say, “Thou shalt be poor in spirit; thou shalt mourn; thou shalt be meek.”  This I acknowledge.  

2. He did not say, “More new commandments I give unto you.”  This is acknowledged.

3. The beatitudes are important, however, if a person wishes to know His blessedness.

B. Matthew 5:3-11  Acknowledgment #2: “Blessed” and “joy” are not synonymous.

1. A brief explanation is in order, without an involved and deep word study.

a. Blessed = well off; supremely blessed; happy; fortunate.

b. Joy = cheerfulness; delight; gladness (and you could put “exceeding” before each word that defines).

2.
I confess that I wanted so badly to find “joy” somewhere in the definition of the Greek word translated “blessed,” and I wanted to find “blessed” in the Greek word defining “joy”, but it did not happen.

3.
Without a long and detailed word study, I pose this question: Can you imagine having one without the other?  And how does this sound?

Question: “Do you know the blessedness Jesus gives to those who live the beatitudes?”

Answer: “Yes, I know the blessedness, but I surely would like to have His joy.  I would trade the blessedness for the joy.”  Or,

Question: “Isn’t it wonderful to know the full joy of the Lord?”

Answer: “Yeah, it is, but I tell you, I just can’t seem to get the blessedness.  Sometimes I would be glad to give up the joy if I could just know His blessedness.”

4. A thinking person would consider the above answers to be absurd!

C. Matthew 5:10-12  Jesus gives us license to put joy and blessedness together.

1. V10-11  Jesus promised blessedness to those persecuted and reviled for His sake.

a. Those who endure for Jesus’ sake will be well off; supremely blessed; happy; fortunate.

b. This can only be exercised by the poor in spirit, etc.; those who follow the progression of the Beatitudes.

c. V12  Jesus said if we are so blessed, to rejoice: exceeding gladness and delight; cheerful.

2. So, while the beatitudes are not given in commandment form, does it mean therefore that it is fine with Jesus if we are:

· Proud? (opposite of poor in spirit)

· Unrepentant? (opposite of mournful)

· Arrogant? (opposite of meek)

· Desirous of fleshly and worldly lusts? (opposite of hungering and thirsting for right)

· Merciless? (opposite of merciful)

· Divided in heart? (opposite of pure in heart)

· Divisive troublemakers? (opposite of peacemakers)

· Compromisers? (opposite of being persecuted for righteousness sake)

3. No, they are not given as commandments; but is His blessedness and joy available for the person who thumbs his nose at the Beatitudes?  No! It is inconceivable that one may know His blessedness or His joy to the full, apart from submission to His teaching.

II.
Matthew 5:17-20  wait! perhaps the beatitudes are jesus’ commandments!

A. V17-18  Jesus was accused by the Pharisees of destroying the law.

1. This, of course, was a ludicrous accusation.

2. V17-18  Jesus not only obeyed the whole law, but was the fulfilling of it.  All the demands and types and pictures of the law were fulfilled by He Who is the substance.

3. However, Jesus gave little to no regard for the Pharisees’, scribes’, and elders’ additions to the law and their complex interpretations of the law.

4. Coming to fulfill the law to perfection, Jesus will move His disciples beyond and above the most strict Jew and the Pharisee.

B. V19  The greatest in Jesus’ sight are those who do and teach others to do His commandments.

1. No Pharisee would teach the Jews to break the commandments of Moses’ law.

2. The commandments taught and kept, that are the true measure of greatness in the kingdom of heaven, are the teachings or commandments of Jesus.

3. Please understand: V20  Jesus declares that His disciples, His true followers, are being called to a higher standard than the most strict Pharisee, scribe, or elder!

4. The rightness of a true disciple far exceeds the outward show of rightness of Pharisees. 

a. How?

b. Because the rightness of Jesus’ disciples is not born from the pressure to conform to outward standards, but born from a new life; a changed heart!

5.
But are His teachings really commandments?

III.
MATTHEW 5:21-ff  EVIDENCE THAT JESUS’ TEACHINGS ARE HIS COMMANDMENTS

A. V21-22  Jesus on the sixth commandment.

1. V21  Clearly, Jesus makes reference to the sixth commandment of the Decalogue; the sixth commandment..

2.
V22  “But I say unto you . . .”  or  “Here is the commandment you have known and heard; but here is the commandment I give to My disciples.”
B.
V27-28  Jesus on the seventh commandment.

1.
Follow the same process as above.

2.
V28  Jesus takes His disciples higher with His commandment.

(Note: See also V33-34, V38-39, and V43-44.)

C.
Please answer: Are these to be considered among Jesus’ commandments?  It appears to me, and very clearly, that they are.

1.
But let us answer the objector.

2. Perhaps someone objects to tying the Sermon on the Mount to John 15:10-11 and declares the teaching of this mountain peak passage is not to be considered as Jesus’ commandments, in spite of the evidence.

3. I pose very legitimate questions relevant to the whole discussion of the joy of the Lord.

a.
Is the joy of the Lord really possible apart from a Beatitude life?

b.
Is the joy of the Lord one’s experience because he has never murdered another, or it is because he refuses to hate?

c.
Is the joy of the Lord to be expected simply because a person never commits the physical act of adultery, or is it because lust is conquered?

d.
Does the joy of the Lord happen because one follows the rules of oaths, or because one is truthful?

e.
Does the joy of God come from getting even, or from loving when used and hated?

Conclusion:  Obedience to Jesus’ commandments, wherever they are found and whatever they may be, are inextricably related to our ability to know His joy – to the full.

