THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 16 – “Joy And Jesus’ Commandments”

“Part 7: The Sermon on the Mount as Jesus’ Commandments”

John 15:10-11 & Matthew 7:1-29

Introduction:  In the previous lessons, I have attempted to build the case that “my commandments” of John 15:10, which are essential to knowing Jesus’ joy, must surely include the great mountain peak passage of Matthew 5-7 called The Sermon on the Mount.  I will not belabor the point again for this introduction.  How could the most extensive teaching of Jesus not be considered as His commandments?  Recall Matthew 28:20: “. . . teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”

Yes, knowing the joy of the Lord to the full requires obedience to Jesus’ commands.  Disobedience and full joy – the two are incompatible.

Having skimmed over Matthew chapters five and six as a part of Jesus’ sayings or commands, let us now consider chapter seven in the same manner.  Please remember:

· We are Jesus’ disciples.

· Jesus establishes the terms of discipleship; our opinions are not relevant.

· Only Jesus can “dispense” His joy to His disciples.

· He only gives His joy to the full to those who obey His commandments or sayings.

For our purpose in this series, I will divide chapter seven into four parts, which is different than if we were doing an in-depth study. 

i.
V1-5  judge righteous judgment

A. Question: What manner of judgment does Jesus condemn in our passage?

1. He certainly does not condemn using judgment, and in fact teaches us to use righteous judgment. (John 7:24)

2. See V5. “Thou hypocrite.”  He is teaching against hypocritical judgment.

3. He condemns the attitude and spirit of the Pharisees whose condemnatory manner caused them to thrive on fault-finding.  The critical spirit and finding fault were a basic part of their function.

4. Of course it meant nothing to the Pharisee that their own faults were fence posts compared to the splinters they found in others.  In fact, their fault-finding spirit was a worse offense to God than the faults they found in others.

B. Jesus’ disciples cannot be given to the fault-finding spirit.

1. Actually, believers can be very critical and proficient in finding fault.

2.
However, have you ever been around a critical and fault-finding believer and noticed their exceptional joy?  Of course not!  What a contradiction!

3.
Without doubt, we must take Jesus’ sayings seriously or His joy will be elusive.

II.
V6, 15-23  learn spiritual discernment

A. V6  Learn that spiritual matters cannot bless those whose nature is that of the swine.

1. The swine is the unclean, or the picture of the unsaved.

2. The unsaved have only the carnal nature and cannot comprehend the precious pearls of eternal truth. (I Corinthians 2:14)

3. Too often the unregenerate or unsaved find their way into the church, but because they have only the old nature and have never been given the new, they trample under foot Jesus’ teachings and in fact fight against true discipleship.

B. V15-23  Beware of spiritual deception.

1. V15-20  Not everyone who speaks “for God” is from God.

a. It is sad to see people deceived by those who handle the Word of God and claim to speak for God.

b. Jesus’ words are clear; false prophets exist as a reality.

c. No matter how one wants to believe all are sincere and should be trusted and not “judged,” Jesus said to be on the alert and know how to discern the ravening wolf who only seeks to satisfy his insatiable appetite for self.

2. V21-23  Many will profess great things and make great claims who have never known Him.  Oh how sad their end, and the end of those who would not discern!

3. Many believers, it seems, are impressed with the glamour and success of many “ministries” described by Jesus in V15-23. 

a. The crowds are big, the services are lively, the people feel good and wave and stand and laugh and cry and shout and sing, and therefore the discernment is that, “This is of God!”

b. However, the joy of the Lord is based upon truth.  Apart from truth, the joy of God is absent.

c. There are false prophets, there are false messages, and false signs, and there is false joy!

d. Jesus said, “Beware!”  Those who refuse to act upon His words are often disillusioned, deceived, confused, and without the joy of the Lord.

III.
V7-12  LEARN TO TRUST GOD’S GOODNESS AND TO DO GOOD

A. V7-11  God is so good and will give His disciples what is needed to be a true disciple.

1. V7-8  Ask, seek, and knock to receive from God.

a. These words are not a blank check to wealth and prosperity.

b. This has to do with receiving what is needed to be a true disciple.

2.
V9-11  We are evil beings, unlike God, and yet we know how to give good to those whom we love.  Much more does God know how to give to His own what they need to follow and obey Him.

3.
Question: Who knows the joy of the Lord?  Answer:  The disciple who asks, seeks, knocks, and receives of God!

B.
V12  We should learn to be good as God is revealed to be good.

1.
God graciously gives and opens to the likes of you and me, undeserving as we are.

2. V12  Therefore, we should be that way to others.

3. Can we ignore V12 and know the full joy of God?  No way!  The Lord’s joy and the self-centered life do not fit together.

VI.
V13-14  WALK THE NARROW WAY

A.
Jesus’ disciples are faced with choices every day.

1. The choices are really very clear, almost always.

2. Narrow way choices and broad way choices are before us.

a. The narrow way represents truth and the revealed will of God.  To obey God’s Word is the narrow way.  Few are on the narrow way, but it leads to life!

b. The broad way is the way of the God-rejecting world; the way of the fleshly appetite; the way of the adversary.  The way is well-traveled, but absent of the life that God intends us to know.

B.
His full joy awaits the believer who not only knows what His words are, but who acts upon them in obedience.  (John 15:10-11)

Conclusion:  Read Matthew 7:24-27.  Are Jesus’ words in The Sermon on the Mount related to full joy?  Absolutely!

