

Lesson 16
The Requirements for God’s Blessing
Main Idea:  The blessing of God will be given or removed based on whether a person’s heart pleases God.
Text:  1 Samuel 16
Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience and judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate who God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction: Defining the blessing of God
What do we mean in the above statement when we say the “Blessing of God?”
For Hannah, the blessing of God was a son, Samuel.

For Samuel, the blessing of God was being chosen and used as a prophet.

For David, the blessing of God is be made the king.


Read 1 Samuel 16

I. It is God who gives blessing and takes it away

a. Considering David

i. God chooses David to be king; David did not seek to be king. (vs. 1-12)

ii. God empowers David by giving him his Spirit. (vs. 13)
1. This is probably how he earned the reputation he has in vs. 18.

iii. God directs David’s steps right into the palace! (vs. 14-21)

iv. God blesses David with the king’s favor, which led to promotion.  (vs. 21-23)

We have to take time to point some things out here.  One day David is tending sheep, the next day he is the king’s armourbearer.  One day, he is just the youngest and overlooked, the next day he finds himself being praised by the king!  

b. Considering Saul
i. God may have raised up David, but he is bringing Saul low!

ii. God rejects Saul (vs. 1)

iii. God sends an evil spirit to trouble Saul (vs. 14)

1. This is ironically like a teeter-totter that brings David into a lofty position.
Take time to examine the two bookends of Samuel.  Do you remember what they are?  





You can find them in 1 Samuel 2 & 2 Samuel 22.



II. God chooses to raise up or make low based on the condition of a person’s heart.

a. When Samuel comes to Bethlehem (by the way, do not miss the messianic undertones of this story) he looks up Jesse because God has told him that one of Jesse’s sons is going to be the king.
b. When Samuel finds Jesse, the first son he meets is Eliab, the oldest.

i. Eliab looks awesome!  He is tall, athletic, strong, and sharp.  He just looks like a king.

ii. Samuel says that surely this is the Lord’s choice for the next king.

iii. Notice the key response in verse 7.

c. God does not look on the outward appearance, but on the heart!
d. Seven of Jesse’s sons pass in front of the prophet Samuel, but God does not choose any of them.

e. Finally, they fetch the forgotten David from herding the sheep.

i. He’s ruddy – red (either red-faced or red haired)

ii. Beautiful countenance – referring to possibly the eyes.

iii. And goodly to look to – pleasant

iv. God says anoint him, for this is he.

v. Amazingly, David would be the greatest king of Israel and neither he nor anyone around him ever knew it.

So what was it about David’s heart that pleased God?  

Apparently his heart was similar to God’s heart (see 13:14).  The only way for a person’s heart to be like God’s heart is to study God, his Word, and to meditate therein day and night.  For it is only in God’s word that we can know his heart.  Romans 12:2 says that the only way we can be transformed is by the renewing of our minds.  We renew our minds by putting God’s thoughts (his word) into it.


Conclusion:

Are you more concerned with what people think about you or what God thinks about you?  Why focus on our outward appearance more than our heart condition when a godly heart is what will bring us the blessing of God?  Are you climbing up a ladder that is leaning on the wrong wall?  Are you trying to impress others when true success is a gift given to those whose insides please God?  The quickest route to the desires of our heart is the one paved with a delight in the Lord.  Psalm 37:4

Discuss:


What does the blessing of God mean for you?


What do you long for that only God could give you?


Examples - Godly children, promotion, good marriage, good job, fruitfulness, etc.





Discuss:


Did David work his way to the top? NO, NO, NO!


How did he go from being a nobody, with a nobodies’ job, to being a somebody with a palace position?


ANSWER:  GOD RAISED HIM UP!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!





Probing questions to discuss:


Who gives blessing and takes it away?


Who does not?


What causes God to bless or take away?


What does God NOT look at?  Who looks on the outward appearance?


So which are you more focused on?








