THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 19 – “Cause For Continual Rejoicing”

Luke 10:1-20

Introduction:  You will recall that our central verse for this series is John 15:11; there Jesus said that He taught what He taught “that My joy might remain in you.”  We have yet to refer to Paul’s words in the letter to the Philippians.  There he wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4).

Is this possible?  Is it possible that a believer may experience this joy of the Lord that remains; that is constant; continual?  No, it is not possible!  In fact, it is utterly impossible – unless - unless we accept the teaching of Jesus as absolute truth; unless we then appropriate His teaching to our lives; unless we act upon what He said.  Our thinking must so be influenced by His Word that thinking biblically becomes a part of our very fiber and way of life.  If we so embrace His teaching, then we may know continual joy, or joy that remains.

How often we witness a new convert to Christ experience the joy of being saved and forgiven of sin, only to watch them lose the joy through the process of time.  We often hear, “Well, that’s just normal.”  Yes, it is normal, if we do not act upon the Words of Christ.  But Jesus intended that remaining joy and full joy be the norm for His own, and this can only be accomplished by knowing what He said and acting accordingly.

The purpose of this lesson is to help us:

· Rejoice in the right things;

· And to remember that, as believers, there is always cause for rejoicing.

i.
Luke 10:1-20  an overview of the account

A. V1-16  Jesus sends out seventy disciples two by two.

(Note: See 9:1-2.  This sending of the seventy is of other disciples besides the twelve.) 

1. They are to go into cities and villages and announce that the kingdom of God is near them.

2. Their declaration will be accompanied by authority and miracle-working power.

3. In some places, they will be received and treated with great hospitality, which Jesus told them to accept.

4. In other places, they will be rejected and will shake the dust off their feet as a sign that the disciples are guiltless in that the people of that place were at the least made aware that the kingdom of God was theirs for the believing.

5. Remember, miraculous power was given them over sicknesses and demons.

6. V16  Jesus taught them that it is all about Him, not them.  If not for Jesus, they have no authority and no power. 

B. V17  The seventy return to report with joy.

1. Did you notice that nothing was said of their joy as they initially went out?  Look at V3; they were being sent out as lambs among wolves.  (Perhaps that’s why.)

2.
Upon their return, there is joy and excitement.  “Wow!  Even demons did what we told them to do!”

3.
Can you see it?  Power; miracles; success – All this added up to joy!

C. V18-20  Jesus corrects their thinking.

(Note: Jesus sees their joy and the lack of depth in it.)

1. V18  This is a great line.  The disciples are ecstatic that demons obeyed them.  Jesus says, “I beheld Satan (himself) as lightning fall from heaven.”  In fact, no doubt Jesus, the Son of God, expelled the old serpent.

2. V19  Jesus told them the kind of power and protection He was giving them to do His work.  However, if their joy is in these powers and abilities, then their joy only lasts as long as the powers and abilities last.

3. V20   Their joy must be in something greater than these gifts of power and miracles.  Rather, rejoice because your names are written in heaven!

4. Praise the Lord!  Assignments vary and the gifts and abilities connected to the assignments may vary and the results will vary.  But that your name is written in heaven, this will never change!  Rejoice!

D. The significance of “your names are written in heaven.”

1. They understood the Greek culture and influence upon life in the cities.  

a. If one moved to a city, they would live there for a time on a sort of probation.

b. If they proved to be a good citizen, they could have their name added to the citizens’ roll, which granted certain privileges in carrying on life in the city.  It was an honor with privileges.

2. Jesus told the seventy: You have privilege of exceeding power to cast out mere demons and for doing miracles.  But you are citizens of heaven; in this rejoice!

3. They were eternal citizens in the eternal city.  This will never change. Rejoice!

E. We are reminded that many have participated in miracles, yet lost joy.  For example:

1. Israel saw plagues in Egypt and deliverance at the Red Sea, and hit the wilderness complaining and murmuring to God and Moses.  They ate bread from heaven every day (I would call that a miracle), and murmured; no joy.  They drank water from a rock; and on and on, and yet lacked joy!

2. Elijah prayed fire down from heaven and saw a drought ended according to his word, and yet when threatened by Jezebel ran for cover and asked to die.  

3. Miracles do not assure joy!

II.
Luke 10:20  biblical thinking and response to circumstances according to jesus’ words will lead to continual joy!

A. V20  Get this settled and at the forefront of your thoughts: “My name is written in heaven, and Jesus said I should rejoice in this.”

1. Please follow:

a. Your house just got burglarized or burned to the ground.  “My name is written in heaven.”

b. The doctor just called and the test results are the worst imaginable.  “My name is written in heaven.”

c. You just received the worst news possible about your marriage or a rebellious child.  “My name is written in heaven.”

d. You just lost your job.  “My name is written in heaven.”

e. Just let your imagination go; the thinking is the same: “My name is written in heaven.”

2. Or, reverse the nature of the news.  Imagine receiving good news at every turn of your life.  “Great!  But it hardly measures to this: My name is written in heaven.”

B. The highs and lows of life are kept in perspective by Jesus’ words.

1. All our circumstances are susceptible to change, and even sudden and unexpected change.

2. But if Jesus’ teaching in fact governs what is the source and cause of our joy, then our joy is continuous.  

3. Why?  Because nothing will ever change this: “My name is written in heaven, and Jesus said to rejoice in this!”  (Philippians 4:4)

Conclusion:  Can you see it?  As we rejoice in the right things, we may have continual cause for rejoicing.

