

Lesson 18
Good Leader, Bad Leader
Main Idea:  God wants leaders who are more concerned about His purposes than their own greatness.

Text:  1 Samuel 18

Introduction:

In previous lessons, we have noted repeatedly that one of the major themes – if not THE major theme – of Samuel focuses on what kind of leader God would use and what kind of leader God would reject.  David’s story with Goliath gave us a real good look at what kind of leader God was going to use.  Today we will get a better look at Saul and what kind of leader NOT to be.
I. David was concerned about handling God’s kingdom wisely.
a. On three separate occasions, David is said to have behaved himself wisely.  This means he was acting smart and circumspect.  He was careful to do right.

i. Vs. 5 – David behaves wisely gaining favor with the men of war, all the people, and Saul’s servants.

ii. Vs. 14-15 – Even though Saul had just tried to kill him, David still acts wisely.  

1. Saul had made him a captain over 1,000, which actually meant he was sending him to war with hopes he would be killed.

2. However, David only gained more favor with the people because he was seen leading the people into battle and back home from battle.

3. David is not screaming for justice or for Saul to be removed.  He is simply doing his job as best he can.

iii. Vs. 17-30 – Saul’s plan to kill David with women.

1. Saul says he will give David his oldest daughter if he will go win “the Lord’s battles” for him.  (Like Saul is interested in the Lord’s battles!)  His intention is only for David to be killed by the Philistines.
2. Well, he ends up giving his oldest daughter to someone else, but when he finds out that his other daughter Michal loves David, he sets up a similar deal.
3. If David will bring Saul 100 foreskins (have fun with that one), he can marry Michal.  Again, he is hoping to get David killed.

4. David welcomes the challenge, goes out, and gets 200 foreskins.

5. This only makes Saul more afraid of David.
6. David continues to behave himself wisely, more wisely than all the servants of Saul.

Remember that David’s strong suit is his HEART.  He is a MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART.  This means that he cared about what God cared about, and as we saw in the last chapter, he saw things as God did.  He saw the kingdom of Israel as more than just a business or a platform on which he could be famous, he saw Israel as the Glory of God and the enemies of Israel as the enemies of God.  He behaved himself wisely in all the affairs of the kingdom because he knew what was at stake.  When Saul challenged him to go fight these battles, he took them on with excitement as a chance for God to prove how strong he was.  David’s love was God and His glory.  This love overrode his desire to be great, rich or powerful.  This is the kind of leader God wants over his people.


II. Saul was only concerned about David looking better than he did.

a. The Singing Women incident

i. A group of ladies comes out TO MEET SAUL with singing and dancing.  

ii. As they sing, they say, “Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.”  (Notice they did not say “BUT David…)  The people were happy with Saul!

iii. Saul is upset about this song and begins to eye David with suspicion.  He thinks David is going to try to take over.

b. The Javelin incident

i. One day when Saul is in one of his dark moods,

ii. David is playing the harp for him and Saul throws a javelin at him TO KILL HIM.  

iii. Why?  Because he is AFRAID OF DAVID.

c. David’s “Promotion” to the front lines

i. Because Saul is afraid of David, he sends him away from him to captain a group of 1,000 men.

ii. When it says that he “went out and came in before the people” that means that he was going out to battle and coming back home.

iii. By doing this, David earned even more of the people’s favor, because the people saw him going to battle.  Though Saul meant it for harm, God meant it for David’s good.

iv. David’s success only makes Saul more afraid of him.  (Shouldn’t he be glad that David is killing the Philistines and winning battles?)

d. The wife debacle

i. As mentioned above, Saul sends David to battle with the reward of his first daughter.  His desire is that the Philistines KILL DAVID.
ii. He ends up giving her away to someone else, unfairly.

iii. He then wants to use his daughter Michal to ensnare David into another sure death battle.

iv. David wins the battle and wins Michal, much to Saul’s dismay.

v. When David proves himself wiser than he proves any of Saul’s servants, Saul is even more afraid of David and becomes his enemy continually.

What was Saul’s problem?  He had every reason to love David.  David was a gallant warrior for him, he was his son Jonathan’s best friend, he was his son-in-law and future father of Saul’s grandkids, and he was a servant whom the people loved.  Nevertheless, Saul did not think like that.  All Saul could see was that David was a threat to HIS crown.  This proves that Saul was not concerned about God’s kingdom.  He was only concerned about HIS name and HIS honor.  What is even more foolish is that he made it all up in his head.  The people were still loyal to Saul.  No one was calling for his resignation and asking David to take over.  They loved David for sure, but they also loved Saul.  Bottom line:  Saul is afraid because he cares only for himself, not for the things of God.


Discuss:


David is said to have behaved himself wisely on three separate occasions.  What do you think that means?


Was David mistreated in this chapter?  Shouldn’t he deserve better from Saul?  How did he respond to such injustice?


How do you respond to injustice?  Why do you think David responded as he did?


Knowing that David is the kind of person God is looking for, how would you describe to someone else what kind of person David is?  What are the qualities of David that God is pleased with and wants to see in us?





Discuss:


Why do you think Saul was afraid of David?


Why should Saul NOT have been afraid of David?


How did Saul’s heart cause him to cloud the issues?


How did only thinking of himself hurt Saul?


What lessons can we learn from Saul?








