THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 1 – “Where Joy Began”

Job 38:1-7

Introduction: First, we must briefly define the word “joy” as it is used in the Word of God.

· It can be very simple.  Joy = delight; gladness.

· Or, it can be a little more involved.  Joy= to make resplendent; splendid; to shine brilliantly; to shine back.

We understand what it means when we know one who possesses true joy and it cannot be hid: The countenance shines; they have a splendid countenance and radiance about them.

This series will be about the joy of the Lord.  Whatever else of a positive nature may be said of a believer, if it is not said that they are a person of joy, something is drastically wrong in that person’s life or in their profession.  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace . . .” (Galatians 5:22)  If a person claims they are controlled by God, that Jesus is the Lord of their life, and/or that they are Spirit-filled, and at the same time they are absent of joy, their claim carries no real significance.  Where God rules, there is joy, because He Himself is a resplendent, delightful God Who is totally pleased with Himself.  Joy is one means for determining the genuineness of any claim of His rule in one’s life.

“Joy is the flag that flies over the castle of our hearts, announcing that the King is in residence today!”  (W.B. Knight)


From the book of Job, we will observe the first use of the word “joy” in the Bible.  Actually, the first use in the order of your Bible is in I Samuel 18:6.  But Job is one of the most ancient characters of Scripture and certainly pre-dated the days of Samuel, David, and Saul.  Appropriately then, the book of Job helps us with the subject of “Where Joy Began.”

i.
JOB 38:1-7  A BRIEF REVIEW OF OUR TEXT

A. A thumbnail sketch of the life of Job.

1. Job 1:1  A man of integrity and uprightness, fearing God and eschewing evil.

2. Job 1:2-3  A man of considerable means of influence.  “The greatest of all the men of the east.”

3. Job 1:6-ff & 2:1-6  Job became the object of Satan’s attack, by God’s permission, as the adversary accused Job of serving God because of what he got from God, and not because God was God.

a. He loses children; he loses servants; he loses wealth and possessions.

b. Eventually he loses his health, and he only lives because God would not let Satan kill him.

4. Job 2:11-ff  Job’s three “friends” come to see his condition and to “comfort” him.

a. In chapter three, Job bemoans his plight and feels he is suffering unjustly and experiencing a great trial and test, which of course, he is.

b. But his friends try to get out of him what horrendous sins he may be guilty of to have fallen on such a state.

5.
So from chapter 4 through chapter 37, Job and his friends go back and forth and back and forth.  They say he is wicked, and Job says he trusts God; it is not a pretty sight!  By the time we finish chapter 37, we are weary of the dialogue.

B. Job 38:1  “Then the Lord answered Job.”  (Now we can get somewhere as Jehovah takes over the conversation.)

1. The three friends and a fourth youngster named Elihu all fall silent.

2. See Job 40:3-5.  This is great!  After Jehovah shows up, and as soon as the talkative Job is able to utter words again, he can only say, “I am vile” and laid his hand on his mouth.  All that time defending his rightness, and now he has three words: “I am vile.”

II.
Job 38:1-7  GOD LETS JOB AND US IN ON WHERE JOY BEGAN

A. Job 38 & 39  God informs Job that His activity began long before Job.

1. God begins to ask Job quite a series of questions that indicate that Job “may” not know everything there is to know, no matter what a good man he has been.

2. He tells some of His work of creation, before there was a planet of order of which Job (and we) are only partially familiar.

3. See Job 38:4-7.  God lets Job know He is of such power, wisdom, and ability that He knew to do His creative work and bring it to pass without Job, so therefore He ought to be trusted to deal with one little suffering man’s life.  “Where were you, Job, when God did all this?”

B. Job 38:7  Joy existed before creation and was expressed in creation.

1. “Morning stars” and “sons of God” are both a reference to the world of God’s angels; the created spirit beings that are messengers of God and ministers to His creation and His people.

2. They were created before the creation of the physical universe.

a. They observed as God, from nothing, brought matter into existence.

b. They watched as God, by His own Word, unfolded the creation.

c. Simply consider, for example, the first chapter of Genesis.

3. Creation was so awesome that “the morning stars sang together” and “all the sons of God shouted for joy.” (V7)

a. Their number is 10,000 times 10,000 and thousands of thousands.  We are talking about innumerable.

b. Imagine this: The innumerable host, as God did the creative work, sang together and shouted for joy.  They delighted and were glad and exuberant.  Great joy!

C. From where did these beings get the ability to know and express joy?

1. The “sons of God” possessed the disposition of their Father/Creator.  Where else?

2. And do you suppose God was emotionless as His “sons” and the morning stars sang and shouted with joy?  Is it not true that the Father would also joy in His work and the joy of His creation and the rejoicing of His “sons”?

3. Let me quote John Piper from his book The Pleasures of God.

“We need to see first and foremost that God is God – that He is perfect and complete in Himself, that He is overflowingly happy in the eternal fellowship of the Trinity, and that He does not need us to complete His fullness and is not deficient without us.”

D.
Take a moment to think of God’s delight in Himself.

1. “The worth and excellency of a soul is to be measured by the object of its love.” (Scougal)

2. “How else do we assess the beauty of an invisible heart than by what it loves?”  (Piper)

3. Question: Is it true that a soul (life) of a man may be measured by the object of its love?  If so, then what or whom may man love foremost that would manifest the greatest worth of his soul?  God, obviously!

4. Might this also be true of God??? (Think about it!)

a. Yes!  God’s greatest delight is in His own perfection, power, and glory and the perfect harmony of the Godhead.

b. Certainly, before there were angels, who were before the creation as it is revealed in Scripture, God delighted in Himself, in His Eternal Son, and His Holy Spirit.  He is the eternal God of eternal joy.

5.
Should we marvel then, that when a person “has” God, they have joy?  He Himself is the Creator/Father of joy and to know Him and His control of our life is to know delight, gladness, and joy!

Conclusion:  The song and joy of creation was a song that was a glad song, a praise song, a hopeful song, a harmonious song, an ancient song, an eternal song.  (The Pulpit Commentary)  

