

Lesson 20
The Treasure of Friendship
Main Idea:  Godly friendships are important because God will use them to help you through trials.

Text:  1 Samuel 20

Introduction:

It is so important to have godly friends.  Godly friends are those who are governed by a higher value system than their own selfishness.  They are the kind of friends that you can trust will do right, even when doing right will mean a sacrifice on their part.  These are people you can trust and depend on.  This is one of the reasons we believe it is so important for you to be faithful and ACTIVE in your class.  The best place to look for godly friends is in the house of God.
We will look at one of the classic friendships in all of Scripture today.  We will see that this friendship pays big dividends for both parties in the short and long runs.  

I. David and Jonathan had a GODLY friendship.

a. David and Jonathan were both godly people.

i. David had defeated Goliath by faith, was a man after God’s heart.

ii. Jonathan had defeated the army of Philistines by faith.

b. Jonathan’s soul was knitted to David’s after David killed Goliath.

c. That points that their friendship was based on a mutual admiration for one another.  

i. Admiration – based on similarities.  

ii. Depth of admiration – based on how deep your similarities are.

1. Same eye color – small similarity, small bond.

2. Same passion for God – deep similarity, deep bond.

d. Jonathan’s godly characteristics in chapter 20

i. Deeply concerned for David’s well being.

ii. Committed to honesty with David.

iii. Willing to test his father for David.

iv. Willing to oppose his father since Saul was wrong.
v. WILLING TO GIVE UP THE THRONE BECAUSE HE KNEW GOD HAD ANOINTED DAVID.

vi. Willing to risk his life for David.  (Saul threw a javelin at Jonathan in vs. 33)

vii. Goes out and warns David of the danger to come.  (Vs 35-40)

Ultimately, Jonathan is governed by more than selfish ambition; he is controlled by a sense of right and truth.


II. God uses this friendship to protect David.

a. In the grand scheme of 1 Samuel right now, we are studying how David is being pursued by Saul and how God continues to protect David.

b. Refer again to David’s psalm in the end of 2 Samuel.  Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he credits God for his protection.  Therefore, we have to conclude that it is under God’s providential design and by his hand, that David even has a friend like Jonathan.

c. Imagine yourself in David’s shoes:  Saul is trying to kill you.  What are you going to do?  Would you be afraid?  David was. (vs. 3)  

d. How comforting would it be to have a friend like Jonathan who cared for you deeply and was willing to stand between you and his own father the king?
e. How nice would it be to have Jonathan “watching your back?”

f. Jonathan agrees to do some research to see if David is really in danger.

g. David leaves the palace.

h. When dinner comes around and Saul notices that David has been gone for two nights in a row, he asks Jonathan where David is.

i. Jonathan tells him that David is in Bethlehem.

j. Saul gets angry and wants to get David back so he can kill him.

k. Jonathan defends him and gets a javelin thrown at him by his own dad.  (That is twice that Saul has almost killed his own son.)

l. Jonathan is grieved for David and warns him of his father’s plan to kill him.

m. They have a bittersweet goodbye and pledge to defend each other and their families as long as they live.

Bottom line:  God is still protecting David even though David has lost courage in this chapter.  God is using the human instrument of friendship to do it.


III. God uses this friendship to protect Jonathan’s family.
a. Jonathan and David had made a covenant with each other in vs. 15.

b. See 2 Samuel 9:1-6 & 2 Samuel 21:7

c. David protects and is kind to Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth.

d. Jonathan’s kindness comes back to be a blessing to his own kids.

Conclusion:

What are you doing to establish godly friendships?  Do you value them?  At some point or other, you will need a Jonathan or you will need to be a Jonathan.  This can be one of the most rewarding experiences you will ever have.  Do not miss out.
Discuss:


What do you admire about Jonathan from this story?


How would you describe what kind of friend he was to David?


Did Jonathan’s friendship to David create any personal sacrifice on Jonathan’s part?  What?  (the throne and his father’s approval)


Do you have any friends like this?  How should you go about trying to make a friend like Jonathan?


Are you a friend like Jonathan?





Discuss:


Whom does David give credit for his protection in 2 Samuel 22?


But isn’t Jonathan the one saving David’s life?


Is it possible that God is using Jonathan to save David’s life?


If you had a friend like Jonathan, wouldn’t you be thanking God?


Did David try to make friends with Jonathan?  (see chapter 18)


Wasn’t Jonathan really a blessing from God?





Discuss:


Wouldn’t you want to know that if something happened to you, there would be someone out there looking out for your children?


Wouldn’t it be terrifying if you knew that after you were gone, people would hunt down and destroy your children?


Why could David have had reason to destroy the descendants of Saul?


What are the benefits of godly friendship?








