

Lesson 22
The Impact of Truth and Deceit
Main Idea:  Deceit causes fear, paranoia, and hatred, but the truth will free from them.

Text:  1 Samuel 22

Introduction:

Jesus called Satan the Father of Lies.  When you think about it, deceit is at the core of everything Satan does.  Every sin we commit is the result of believing a lie over the truth.  When we do wrong, it is because we have decided that it would be better than doing right.  Sin has a way of getting into our thinking and muddling everything up.  This chapter shows the devastating impact of deceit.  We can also see the contrast between how David and Saul handled truth and deceit.  One of the trademarks that made David better than Saul was his ability to suppress the lies of the enemy and choose to believe the truth.  Saul was dominated by the lies.  His entire psychotic history was based on Saul’s false view of reality.
I. The impact of truth and deceit on David

a. The lies of the devil had David on the run.

i. Truly, Saul sought to kill David.  There was no lie about that.

ii. David’s FAITH is not what it once was.

iii. At one point, David faced Goliath – who also wanted him dead – and did so with great courage.  He even RAN right at the giant, having no weapons or armor.

iv. But in the previous chapters, David is convinced of his certain doom.

v. At the outset of this chapter, David is hiding in Moab. (Enemy Territory)  

vi. He even hides his parents there UNTIL HE KNOWS WHAT GOD WILL DO FOR HIM.  (Did he think God had forgotten about him?  Had God forgotten about David?)

b. The voice of God gives David comfort and courage.

i. Gad – the prophet, or mouthpiece for God – tells David to go right back into the country he was running from.  He sends him back to Judah.

ii. This action leads to Saul’s discovery of David, which seems like a bad move.

iii. Look at the impact God’s direction had on David in the last verse, vs. 23.

1. David still knows that Saul is out to kill him,

2. He is convinced of his own safety.  For he tells a guy he is protecting that he will be safe as long as he is with David.

iv. God’s voice – or his Word, through Gad the prophet – shook David out of his fear and into the truth.

v. WHAT TRUTH? – The truth that God was still looking out for him.

1. David had forgotten that God was going to deliver him.

2. He was operating on fear rather than faith, which means that he believed God WOULDN NOT protect him, which was not true.

vi. After being told to return to Judah, we see a David filled with courage and peace in verse 23.

Deceit had driven David in fear, but truth caused him to turn around and trust God.

II. The impact of truth and deceit on Saul

a. When Saul finds out where David is he gathers up all his troops to hunt him down.

b. In his passionate plea for their help, he displays EXTREME PARANOIA WHICH IS ALL BASED ON FALSEHOOD.

i. He believes his soldiers have conspired against him – false.

ii. He believes David and Jonathan have conspired against him to kill him – insanely false.  David and Jonathan were his best men.

c. ALL OF SAUL’S HATRED FOR DAVID WAS THE RESULT OF BELIEVING A LIE!!!!

d. Doeg the Edomite pipes up and reveals that David had just been helped by Ahimelech the priest.  (see last chapter, Doeg was there)

e. Therefore, Saul goes to Ahimelech and accuses him of conspiring against him and helping David in a plot to kill Saul.

i. This insanity takes the cake.  Ahimelech is a priest.

ii. Ahimelech only helped David because he thought David was on a secret errand for Saul.

iii. He knew nothing about David being at odds with Saul.

iv. Everything Ahimelech says is TRUE.

f. Notice how Saul responds to the truth.

i. He kills innocent Ahimelech and the entire city.

ii. Notice Saul’s utter destruction of the city of Nob.

1. Why does he kill everything here and not everything against Amalek?

2. This appears to be an in-your-face action against God.
3. He was rejected for not killing everything at Amalek, now he kills everything in the city of God’s priests.

Again, all of Saul’s insanity is the result of skewed thinking.  Saul chooses to believe lies and it has caused him to be a miserable, terrible person.

III. The impact of truth and deceit on others

a. Saul and his men slaughtered Ahimelech and his entire city.

b. Their death was the result of lies.

i. The lies of Saul – If Saul hadn’t been driven by deceit, he would not have killed Ahimelech

ii. The lies of David in chapter 21 – 

1. David lied to Ahimelech and told him he was on a secret errand for Saul.

2. David lied to keep himself safe – he was a fugitive of the king.

3. David’s lie put Ahimelech at risk.
c. David takes responsibility for their death.

i. He says he occasioned their deaths.

ii. He knows that his lies caused them to die.


Conclusion:

Jesus said that the truth would set us free. (John 8:32)  We need to make sure we are seeking to know the truth.  We must read the Bible.  We must make sure we know the facts whenever we experience conflict.  Only the truth can release us from the fear and anger that ensnare us.  Deceit and lies will only create fear, frustration, and hatefulness.  
Discuss:


What was different about David’s beliefs when he was running in fear versus when he fought Goliath?


Is strong faith built on strong belief in the truth?


So then, is weak faith the result of believing deceit?


At one point David believed that if God delivered him from a lion and bear, he would deliver him from Goliath.  What does he believe now that Saul is after him?


What kind of effect did the prophet Gad have on David?  Why?


Do the words of God make us free?





Discuss:


How many times have you been mad at someone only to find out later that you just misunderstood them?


What are you angry and bitter about?  It is very possible that you do not have all the facts straight and are believing a lie.


What are some ways that we could be getting a false view of reality?





Discuss


How do you think things would have been different if David had not lied to Ahimelech?


Whether Ahimelech helped David or not, shouldn’t he at least have known that his actions would have put him in danger with the king?


When David lied, was he thinking about how it would affect Ahimelech or just himself?


How can our lies hurt others?








