

Lesson 23
Where is God in My Trials?
Main Idea:  Though it may seem like God is far away during hard times, he is very carefully paying close attention.

Text:  1 Samuel 23

Introduction:

David has had many moments (and will have many more) that we are tempted to call his all time low.  Whether or not chapter 23 is David’s all time low we do not know.  But even if it is not, it is still close.  By “low”, I mean discouraging.  We have seen in previous lessons that David’s faith dips into low territory, causing him to lie, act crazy, and despair.  In this chapter, we do not see David doing anything wrong, but it has to be one of the most discouraging and overwhelming times in his life.  David has been and will continue to be going through a trial.

So where is God in David’s trials?  Where is God in our trials?  The textbook answer is that He is always there and watching.  While this is true, it does not make it easy to believe.  When we are right in the middle of seemingly hopeless situations, we are often wondering why God has not already done something and if he ever will.  Things continue to be rough for David.  Though God allows the situation to appear as though it cannot get any worse, He ultimately delivers David just in time.  Though it appears God is letting David drown, he is watching him very closely.
I. God can still use you in the midst of your trial.
a. Keilah was an Israelite city.  This meant it was God’s Property.

b. The Philistines – God’s enemy – were fighting against them and robbing them.
c. David feels a need to go out and defend God’s people from the enemy.

i. Remember David did not see things like everyone else.

ii. He was motivated by a sense of standing for God.

iii. He did not care much about fighting battle’s for himself – which is why we never see him fighting Saul.

iv. Yet he is always ready to fight God’s battles in order to defend God’s honor.

d. Not wanting to assume God is with him, he asks God if fighting the Philistines is a good idea.

e. God tells him to go ahead and save Keilah, David’s 600-man army is afraid and needs confirmation.

f. David asks a second time and God confirms that He will enable David to win.  Hence David goes up, fights the Philistines and wins, delivering a victory for God in the middle of his own trial.  Amazing!


II. God will encourage you in the midst of your trial.

a. Though David is a HERO in Keilah, they will soon betray him.

b. Though David delivers them FROM their enemy, they will deliver him TO his enemy.

c. Saul hears about David in Keilah and goes after him.

d. David has an ephod 

i. This means he probably has the Urim and Thummim

ii. This was a way people could enquire direction from God.

e. Anyways, David asks God if Saul is going to come after him and if the people of Keilah will give him up to Saul.

f. The answers are YES and YES.

g. David barely escapes, but think of how discouraging this is.

h. Here David goes and saves the people of Keilah from the Philistines and had he stayed, they would have betrayed him and handed him over to Saul.
i. DOES ANYBODY CARE FOR DAVID???

j. Jonathan – his deepest and best friend – comes to the place where David is hiding and “strengthened his hand in God.”  He tells David very matter-of-factly:

i. Fear not

ii. My father will not find you

iii. You WILL be king of Israel

iv. I WILL be next to you – Jonathan is simply saying that he will be submissive to David’s leadership.

k. Jonathan then makes a covenant with David and leaves.

l. This encouragement comes right in the middle of the trial (which we will see in a moment that David would need, for soon his life would be in grave danger!)
Two things to note:

1.  The value of godly friendships – It is important for us to cultivate strong godly friendships, for these friends can help us get through the most difficult times in our lives.

2.  God knows that we need encouragement – He knows when things are difficult and is faithful to send encouragement our way, typically in the form of a person or his Word.  This is why it is important to stay faithful to church during your trials.  You never know when someone will be used to give you the strength to make it through another day.

III. God will still protect you in the midst of your trial.
a. God protected David in the fight against Keilah.

b. When Saul was coming to trap him in Keilah, God warned him.

c. Verse 14 says specifically, “And Saul sought him every day, but God delivered him not into his hand.”

d. Starting in verse 19, David is once again betrayed by his fellow countrymen from Ziph.

e. David is hiding in Ziph and the Ziphites come and tell Saul that they will help him catch David.

f. Saul is grateful for their “compassion” on him.  (vs. 21)

i. Saul is pathetic.

ii. He is the king for crying out loud and he wants people to be sorry for him.  (See also 22:8)

iii. My question would be, “Sorry for what?  Sorry that your filthy rich, victorious in battle, and have a captain like David who is a sure winner and totally devoted to you that you are insecure about?”  Give me a break Saul.  Get a life.

g. Anyways, Saul and the Ziphites track David down and Saul gets as close to killing David as he ever will again.

i. His men close in on David and his men.

ii. They are so close that Saul’s men are on one side of the mountain and David’s men are on the other.  They are right there; the only thing that separates them is a mountain.  (which in Israel is not that big)

iii. Verse 26 feels like the crisis moment when Saul’s men are closing in and the game is about to be over…certain death.

h. Then all of a sudden, a messenger comes and tells Saul that the Philistines are invading the country.

i. Upon this news, Saul turns from chasing David and goes to fight the Philistines.

j. Phew! That was close.  God saves David just just in time.

Conclusion:

Trials and storms often cause us to wonder if God is even interested in us or not.  When the disciples were crossing the Sea of Galilee with Jesus asleep in the boat, they cried out, “Master, carest thou not that we perish?” (Mk. 4:38)  It sure did seem that way to them, but Jesus rebuked them for having NO faith.  It sounds as if he almost cannot believe how untrusting they are.  Nevertheless, in our human thinking, all the evidence would point us to the same conclusion.  “Hey, can’t you see that we’re drowning here?  Do you care?”  One thing that is interesting about David’s story is how involved God is in David’s trial.  This should give us some insight and encouragement when we face our own trials.  We are often tempted to think that God is not paying attention to our lives when things go bad, but according to David’s example, he is paying very close attention.  Let us take courage in this and believe that though God may allow the waves to crash, he will never let us drown. 

Discuss:


Didn’t David have “bigger issues” to worry about than defending Israel from the Philistines?


Was defending Keilah a right thing to do?  Apparently so, for God encouraged him to do it.


How interested are we in doing the Lord’s work when trials come our way?  Do we use hard times as a “time out” in our service for God?


Think about it from this angle too.  Is it possible that David felt cast aside from God’s original purpose for his life?  Had God forgotten about anointing David king and using him to defeat Goliath?  David goes from being Mr. Important to Mr. Run-for-your-life in a short amount of time.  The fact that God uses him to defeat the Philistines here has to remind David that God is still interested in him.





Discuss:


How important are godly friends?  Why?


Is there anyone out there that needs you to be their Jonathan right now?


What are some admirable traits of Jonathan’s friendship?


Who are your godly friends you can turn to when life is at its hardest?  Do you have anyone like that?  Are you cultivating any friendships like that?


Have you ever noticed that God is faithful to give you just what you need in times of sorrow?  Maybe in the form of a friend, your Bible reading, or a sermon?





Discuss:


Was it an accident that the Philistines invaded the country at just the right time?


Why do you think God sometimes waits until the last possible second to deliver us?  Why all the suspense?


What does that teach us and why is that important?


Isn’t it clear that God is not going to let David die?


But how do you think it appeared to David while all this mess was/is going on?


Is it easy to trust in God’s protection when we are in the midst of a storm?  Why should we?








