

Lesson 26
The Best Response to Injustice
Main Idea:  When you are treated unfairly, show your integrity every chance you get.

Text:  1 Samuel 26

Introduction:

Our natural response whenever we are treated unfairly is typically either to lash out verbally or to get some sort of revenge.  When someone does us wrong, we normally want them to pay!  We want them to regret having made such a foolish error.  The problem with this behavior is that it only proves your enemy right.  If they falsely accuse you of being a jerk and you retaliate by acting like a jerk, you have just proven them right and given them more ammunition.
Jesus taught us to act differently.  He taught us to “do good to them that hate you”.  The hard part about doing good to them that hate us is often that we can’t see how that’s going to help anything.  David’s story in chapter 26 gives us a good example of how doing good to those that hate us will result in our own good.  His example shows us that proving our integrity in times of unfairness is the best route we can take.

I. David is in the midst of extremely unfair treatment. (26:1-4)

a. The Ziphites once again give David up for Saul. (see 23:19)
b. The Ziphites are fellow countrymen!
c. He is chasing David for his life because HE BELIEVES DAVID IS TRYING TO TAKE OVER HIS KINGDOM.
II. When David learns of Saul’s presence, he actively seeks an opportunity to show his integrity.

a. As soon as David learns of Saul’s location, he finds him and gets Abishai to go down into the camp where Saul was.

b. This is different from the last story of mercy in chapter 24.

i. In chapter 24, Saul comes to David in the cave.

ii. Here, David SEEKS OUT SAUL.

iii. The question is, “What is David seeking to do?”

c. David’s intentions are made apparent in his exchange with the ambitious Abishai.

i. Abishai sees Saul asleep next to his spear and desires permission that he may go and kill Saul with his own spear.

ii. Without hesitation, David responds by telling Abishai you cannot destroy the Lord’s anointed and be right with God!
iii. David is now convinced that justice will and must be served by God alone. (vs. 10)

iv. Instead, he tells Abishai only to take his spear and the cruse (water bottle of sorts) of water that was by his pillow.

d. God had allowed a deep sleep to fall on Saul and all his men, which allowed David this opportunity.

i. Abishai saw it as an opportunity to kill Saul.

ii. David saw it as an opportunity to prove his integrity.

David knows what he is doing.  He did not go down to the camp that night to kill Saul.  Rather, he was seeking an opportunity to show his integrity to Saul.  Why take the spear and cruse of water?  He simply wants to prove once again that he has the ability to kill Saul, but continually chooses not to.  David does this to prove his integrity.  Killing Saul would only prove Saul right and displease God.

III. By showing his integrity in the midst of unfairness, David accomplishes two things:

a. He helps to resolve the conflict between him and his enemy, Saul.

i. As soon as David is within shouting distance away, he cries out to Abner, who was the king’s best soldier.

ii. He shows him the spear and cruse and condemns Abner for not being what the king needed him to be.

iii. By doing this, he also shows the truth that HE IS NOT A THREAT TO SAUL.
iv. Then Saul begins to speak to David and because of David’s actions, Saul’s wrath is subsided.

v. He even admits that he has played the fool and has erred exceedingly.

vi. After this event, Saul never pursues David again.  (see 27:4)

Notice how the conflict between David and Saul has affected David’s life.

1. Obviously, his life has been in danger and it has affected his personal well-being.

2. Interestingly, the conflict has also affected David’s religious life.  (vs. 19)

He inherits a reward from the Lord.

vii. While holding up the spear of Saul, once again pointing to the fact that David spared Saul’s life, he asks that the Lord will render to every man his own righteousness and faithfulness.

viii. In other words, let God pay everyone his rightful wages.

ix. In verse 24, he believes that God will repay him what Saul never did.  He believes that by sparing Saul’s life, God will reward him in the future.

Conclusion:

Nobody likes having enemies, particularly when it causes conflict in life.  What we have learned in this story is that the best thing we can do in these situations is to look for opportunities to prove our integrity.  We do this by doing good to people that do not deserve it.  They may have wronged you, falsely accused you, or treated you unfairly, but Christ wants us to do good to them anyway.  By doing good to them, we not only help to resolve the conflict with the individual, but we earn rewards from God.  So let us show kindness to our enemies, knowing that we will be paid extra in so doing.
Discuss:


Is David trying to take over Saul’s kingdom?


Is there any question as to whether David is being treated unfairly or not?





Discuss:


Do you think David is risking a lot just proving his integrity to Saul?


Is David ACTIVELY seeking to do good to Saul or passively waiting on the opportunity to come to him?


When was the last time you actively sought to do good to an enemy?


Why is it important to prove our integrity by our actions rather than just talk?  Did David have evidence to prove his integrity?  Do you?





Discuss:


How did David’s ACTIONS affect his enemy, Saul?


The conflict with Saul was keeping David from enjoying what God intended for him. (vs. 19)  How can conflict keep us from enjoying all that God has intended for us?


Did David’s actions of integrity make his life easier when it came to Saul or harder?





Discuss:


Read Matthew 5:43-48.  What does verse 46 teach us about where rewards are found?


If we want God to give us a special blessing, what do we need to do concerning our enemies or those who treat us unfairly?


Based on the passage in Matthew, is there more of a reward than usual for doing good to your enemies?








