

Lesson 28
Tampering with Evil
Main Idea:  When you experiment with the world, you will end up doing something that you will regret.

Text:  1 Samuel 28

Introduction:

This is an odd chapter.  A lot of weird stuff happens that makes it hard to identify what the point to all of it is.  The two main characters, as usual, are David and Saul.  What sticks out about both of them in chapter 28 is that they are both getting too close to worldly influences.  With David, it is still the Philistines.  With Saul, it is a witch.  Both of these are clear enemies of God and should be the enemies of the people of God.  Ironically, with both David and Saul, both the Philistines and the witch WERE their enemies at one point in life, but now they are reverting to them.

Such can be the way with the Christian life.  We know that evil is evil and that evil is our enemy.  We drive it from our homes, keep it from our families, and avoid it as best we can.  By evil, we will be talking about the world as it relates to us.  Though we know the world is wrong and something to be avoided, we can find ourselves reverting to it for comfort or curiosity.  There is most certainly an allurement to the world and even things we know are evil.  That is why they call it “temptation.”  Things that are not attractive are not tempting.  We learn from David and Saul that reverting to the world for anything will always cause you to turn up empty-handed.  

I. David’s experiment with the world almost costs him a lifetime of regret.
a. Remember from last chapter, David has run to Gath (home of the Philistines and Goliath) in order to live a life that demanded less faith.  He could not trust God while living in Judah anymore, so he sought refuge among the heathen, outside of the will of God.

b. The start of chapter 28 finds David lining up to fight with the Philistines against his own people, Israel.

i. Though God is against Israel/Saul, (as we will see later in the chapter) FOR David, it is still NOT David’s job to dish out vengeance and justice.

ii. Future chapters will teach us that God prevents David from fighting against his own people – more proof that David is wrong.

iii. Future chapters will also teach us that David pays dearly and almost loses everything because of going off to fight with the Philistines.  (the burning of Ziklag)

iv. Remember, the only reason Achish trusts David is because David has lied to him about attacking his own people this whole time.

Note:  You can only pretend to ‘fit in’ with the world for so long.  Eventually, they will ask you to do something that you simply cannot do.  You will give in either to peer pressure or take a stand for what is right, but eventually your true colors will come out.  It is best to be honest up front.

So here is David about to attack Israel and Saul.

· Saul – who was the Lord’s anointed.  David had spared him twice for this very reason.  He has lived with the heathen for 16 months and they have influenced him in an evil way to do evil things.

· Israel – David’s motive for fighting Goliath was that he was a heathen that was defying the armies of the living God.  Now David is charging off to do the same things.  Again, his proximity to evil influences has influenced him to do something terrible.
The whole reason David is with the Philistines in the first place is that he thought they would provide him with peace, safety, ease and comfort.  He is tampering with evil because he thinks it will do something good for him.  Instead, it only leads him to do something terrible.  It took 16 months, but it happened.  The world will do the same to us.  We may tamper with it and try to stay distinguished from its evil, but give it enough time, and we will be acting like the enemies of God and his people.


II. Saul’s experiment with the world only caused him grief.
· This story has a lot of weird stuff to it.

· God does not answer Saul.

· He goes to a witch for direction.

· The witch calls up Samuel, which is hard to say if it is really Samuel or some demonic apparition.

· Saul does not get in any EXTRA trouble for going to the witch, he only finds out what is going to happen to him.

· Then the witch acts very nice to him and makes him a feast.

· It is hard to look at the details of this story and figure out what God wants 21st century Christians to learn.

· Regardless of some of these issues being hard to explain, we know that Saul, like David, is tampering with evil and things do not turn out good for him.  We will follow that line of thought for this study.

a. Saul is in a lot of trouble.  The Philistines are coming to attack and for whatever reason – perhaps because he knows David is with them – Saul is extra concerned about this occasion.

b. He is so concerned he actually goes to God for direction.

i. This is the first time Saul has gone to God for advice in years.  Let us look at his history.

ii. Not ONE TIME, did he ever seek God’s counsel while chasing David, the innocent and anointed servant of God.

iii. Saul was condemned in the first place because he DID NOT follow Godly counsel.  (He sacrificed animals when he should have been waiting for Samuel and he did not kill the Amalekites as God had told him to do.)

iv. So here he is, looking for help and direction, when he has THUMBED HIS NOSE AT GODLY COUNSEL HIS ENTIRE REIGN.

c. Because of Saul’s sinfulness, God refuses to answer him.  The following are some reasons that God does not answer prayer.

i. Disobedience (Deut. 1:45, 1 Sam. 28:6)

ii. Unconfessed sin, unrepentant of sin (Ps. 66:18)

iii. Indifference to God’s advice (Proverbs 1:28)

iv. Despising God’s law (Proverbs 28:9)

Point:  If you have thumbed your nose at God’s advice, counsel, direction your whole life, do not expect to get help from him when your world starts to crash.  It is important that we be good stewards of the light given to us already.
d. Since Saul cannot find any direction from God – not from dreams, Urim (probably because David had it from Abiathar), or prophets – and since Samuel is dead, he goes to the heathen – just like David – for help.

e. Ironically, Saul had been an enemy to these familiar spirits and wizards, just as David had been to the Philistines. (Vs. 3)

f. Nevertheless, he goes anyways to a witch at En-dor.  Why?  He is looking for direction.  (But to a witch!!  More on what he could have done later.)

g. He goes in disguise and lies about his true identity.  (Just like David, he cannot be himself and coexist with the heathen.)
h. After convincing her that she will be safe, Saul asks the witch to call up Samuel.  (Remember, Samuel is dead and Saul wants to talk to him.)

i. There is a lot of confusion as to whether this appearance is the real Samuel or if it is a satanic illusion.

i. She calls him UP, OUT OF THE EARTH. We learned in the story of Lazarus and the rich man that Old Testament saints went up into Abraham’s bosom.  (This would cause us to think that Samuel should have come DOWN.)

ii. Second, it does not seem right that a demonic witch would have the power to disturb a sleeping saint.

iii. If God would not speak to him already, why would he allow the witch to bring up Samuel and talk to him?
j. Nevertheless, it looks like Samuel says the truth about Saul’s past and future.  Since the Bible does not tell us that this IS NOT Samuel, we cannot be basing any doctrine or principle on demonic influences through this chapter.  (There are commentators who interpret this conversation as Satan’s influence on Saul.  Rather than telling Saul to repent, he brings up sins of the past and gives Saul a sense of hopelessness and despair, which the devil often does.  Though this would make good sense, the Bible does not clearly tell us that the supposed Samuel is a demon, so we will not interpret it that way.)
k. Samuel ends up rebuking Saul for trying to get answers out of him when God has already told him no.  (It is like a child asking one parent for something when the other already said no.)

l. He reveals that God is not answering Saul because of disobedience.

m. He reveals that the Philistines will defeat and kill Saul, his sons and his country tomorrow.

n. The result:  Grief and fear overwhelmed Saul so much that he faints and refuses to eat.  (understandably so)

Point:  Regardless of whether the witch really called up Samuel or not, the result of Saul’s visiting a witch was grief and despair.  This evil power, which stirred Saul’s unholy curiosity, only caused Saul grief.  Had God wanted Saul to know that he was going to die tomorrow, he would have told him.  Since God did not tell him and since we know that God is always good, we can conclude that God did not reveal this truth to Saul for good reasons.  However, Saul kept digging and ended up finding out something he did not want to know.

For what it’s worth:

It is my opinion that Saul could have handled things differently resulting in a different outcome.  Not once do we see Saul humbling himself before the Lord.  He never says he is sorry for his sins of the past; he never repents of his disobedience and hatred of David, and he never just flat out asks God for his mercy.  I believe that if he had done that, things could have turned out differently.  God may have still taken his life, but perhaps he would not have taken his sons or the peoples of Israel.  We will see in 2 Samuel that David makes a number of huge mistakes that initiate the wrath of God.  Instead of taking matters into his own hands, David will go to the Lord, confess, repent, and beg for mercy.  Though God’s judgment is still fierce, He held back from what it WOULD HAVE BEEN had David not sought the Lord’s mercy.  Throughout the scriptures, God has revealed himself merciful and forgiving to those who humble themselves before him.  (Moses, David, Hezekiah, Josiah, Nineveh, Jonah, etc.)  I cannot help but think that God might have reversed things if Saul had handled his mistakes differently.
III. Finally, notice that the witch only provides Saul with temporary, physical strength.

a. She feels sorry for him.  (Finally, the witch feels sorry for me!)
b. He refuses to eat for his grief.

c. She convinces him to get up and eat.

d. She provided him with temporary comfort and even temporary pleasure.

e. She gives him a feast!!

f. Nevertheless, she cannot change his future.

g. Such is the way of sin.  It is pleasurable for a season to be sure.  There is no doubt that sin can be fun and exciting, but its pleasantness is only for the night.  It is not ever going to help you with tomorrow.  It will only make tomorrow worse.


Conclusion:

The world will never be able to help us in the end.  They can provide temporary comfort to be sure, but they will never fully have what we are looking for.  For David, the world was leading him into a decision that would have caused lifetime regret.  For Saul, the world only gave him hopeless despair and a full stomach.  We must know that though the world is alluring and seems to offer us things that we want or need, even when God does not seem to be meeting our needs.  Ultimately, the world is only going to lead us astray and get us hurt.  Let us determine never to seek the world, no matter what.

Discuss:


Why was David living with the Philistines?  In other words, what did he think the Philistines could give him that God’s will could not?


Where has this “path of less resistance” taken David?


How can David be so ready to fight against his own people?  Do you think bitterness has taken over?  (By the way, read a few chapters later and you will find that David is not messing around.  He REALLY intends to go fight Israel.)





Discuss:


What was Saul looking for when he went to the witch?


Did he find what he was looking for?  Did he like it?


How does Saul’s story relate to people like you and me?





Discuss:


How is sin like this witch’s hospitality to Saul?


Was she nice to him?  Does being nice make her okay?


Did being nice fix Saul’s problems?


Can the world fix our problems?  Did they fix David’s problems?  Saul’s?  


What causes us (David, Saul) to think that the world has answers for us?








