

Lesson 2

Samuel, Hophni & Phinehas

Main Idea:  God wants to use people that are interested in doing what HE wants rather than what THEY want.

Text:  1 Samuel 2:11-36

Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David was.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience & judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate whom God will use and reject:

1. Hannah & Peninnah

2. Samuel & Eli 

3. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

Today’s lesson is a classic case of compare and contrast between the people God wants to use, and the people he will reject.  The bulk of the story appears to be about Hophni and Phinehas, but throughout the text, Samuel interrupts to remind everyone that he is still faithfully serving the Lord.  Notice the abrupt shifts from Samuel to Hophni and Phinehas.  It is like turning a light switch on and off, going from light to dark.  God is showing one person, and then the other guys, one person, and then the other guys.  He is plainly showing us two types of people:  the kind He is looking for…and the kind He will cast out.

I. Hophni and Phinehas abused their priestly position, but Samuel ministered unto the Lord. (vs. 11-17)
a. Samuel:  he ministered unto the Lord.
b. But Hophni & Phinehas:

i. Sons of Belial – Belial means wicked or evil.

ii. Knew not the Lord – Knew of him, but their actions proved that he was of no consequence to them.  (Doesn’t a lack of godliness prove that we are not really that concerned with who God is?  If that is so, can we really say that we know him?)  SEE 1 JOHN 2:4

iii. They abused their priestly power causing people to hate the offering of the Lord.

1. The offering of the Lord was a special time of worship, when the Israelites would travel all the way to the tabernacle to offer their sacrifices to the Lord.

2. God’s law provided the priests with a tenth of all Israel for an inheritance. (Num. 18:21)

3. They were also provided all the meat that was left over after the fat was burned unto God.  (Lev. 7:28-38, 1 Sam. 2:28)

4. Still these wicked priests were making the people give them their meat before they ever offered it unto the Lord.  This was wrong and the people knew it!  When they asked to first offer it to God, the priest’s servant would threaten to take it by force.

5. This caused people to hate bringing their offering, which in turn made the sin of these wicked priests very great before the Lord.

Main point:  Their actions were causing people to hate the things of God.

These are NOT the kind of people God is looking to use.  Still their wickedness did not stop there.

II. Hophni and Phinehas profaned God’s house by committing gross sin in it, but Samuel continued to minister to the Lord. (vs. 18-26)
a. BUT SAMUEL (notice the compare/contrast)   

i. Continued to minister before the Lord

ii. His loving parents still came to see him.  His mom (Hannah) even made him a little coat.  (How do you think Hannah felt only seeing her little boy once a year?  How do you think Samuel felt?  Is it fair to say they were pretty dedicated to the Lord?)

iii. God blesses them for the “loan” of their son.  V20

1. Hannah has three boys and two girls!!

b. Back to Eli & his reprobate sons:

i. They had turned the tabernacle into a brothel. (Vs22)

ii. Eli reprimands them.

iii. Still they refuse to listen and repent.

1. Interesting food for thought:  It says they did not listen to their father because the LORD would slay them.  This means that they had crossed a line where God made it impossible to repent.  This is similar to the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart and giving those in Romans 1 over to a reprobate mind.
c. BUT SAMUEL: Grew on and was in favor with both God and man.

III. God tells Eli He will remove him and his two wicked sons and replace them with someone interested in doing what HE wants done.  (vs. 27-36)
a. He first points out their sin
i. Despised the commandment of the Lord

ii. Honored his sons above God

b. Life Principle: Vs. 30 – “for them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.”

c. The curse 

i. Your lineage will be cut off.

ii. Your sons will die on the same day.

iii. You will not be serving God any longer.

d. SO WHAT KIND OF PRIEST IS GOD LOOKING FOR? (vs. 35)

i. Faithful

ii. Does what is in God’s heart and God’s mind.  (Kind of sounds like what God is going to say about David being a man after his own heart.  But we don’t want to get ahead of ourselves.)


Conclusion:

God wants to use people that are interested in doing what HE wants rather than what THEY want.  Therefore, we have to ask ourselves, “How important are God’s wants to me?”  When you go to the house of God, are you there to minister or to be ministered to?  Christ himself in Matthew 20:28 stated that his purpose was to minister rather than be ministered to.  If anyone had a right to be served on this earth, it was He.  The King of kings practiced servant hood because he knew it is what God wanted.  God wants humble, submissive, God-honoring servants.  Not self-centered, consuming glory hogs.  So which one are you?  The blessed or the rejected?
Discuss:


Is it possible for our actions to cause others to hate the things of God?  (I.e. church, Sunday school, choir, outreach, etc.)  How so?


How could a person discourage others from serving God?  Are you ever guilty of this?


Why do you think Hophni and Phinehas were being so mean to the people that were trying to worship God?  (They were more interested in their wants than God’s.)





Discuss: 


1.  What are the main differences between Samuel and Hophni & Phinehas?


2.  What are some of the traits of each that we could relate to today?





Discuss:


Why were Eli and his family rejected?


What kind of people is God looking for?








