THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 2 – “Where Joy Begins”

Colossians 1:9-20

Introduction: In the last lesson, we considered the question as to where joy began.  Without going into detail, we must conclude that joy began with God.  God Himself told Job that when He made what is from nothing, “the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy.”  (Job 38:7)  Yes, before there was what we know as creation, and even before the angels existed, God was the complete and Supreme Being, and joy in the Godhead was present.  Jehovah God is totally and absolutely sufficient within Himself and needs nothing and no one to have joy.  Joy began with God, and the angels He created had the capacity for joy because He made them so.  When they observed the creation unfolding, they shouted for joy.

This series of lessons is born out of the concern that so many profess to know God in salvation through Christ, but are mostly void of the joy of the Lord.  Think about it: When a person trusts Christ, that person is then indwelt by Christ through the Holy Spirit of God, Who is the Supreme Being of joy and gladness.  Are we to believe that the God of eternal joy can move into a person’s life and have no effect upon their capacity for real joy?  This is unthinkable.

This lesson will be concerned with where joy begins for the child of God.  It most certainly is to be the experience of the believer to enjoy God and to know the joy of the Lord.  Remember the words of Scougal, “The worth and excellency of a soul is to be measured by the object of its love.”

i.
JOY IN THE MIND OF THE POPULAR CULTURE

A. Our present culture is greatly affected by New Age thinking.

1. This is due to a combination of influences.

2. Several years ago, much emphasis was given to the benefits of transcendental meditation.

3. With this came the rise of the influence of Buddhism, yoga, and philosophies that cause one to look into themselves for the secret to peace and joy.

4. Eastern mysticism is having greater influence upon our culture than most realize, and that influence continues to grow.  It fits well with humanism, which teaches that man is the center of all.

B. All the above are subtly found in the huge enterprise of self-help experts.

1. “I just want to feel good about myself.”

2. “I just want to get some help with my self esteem.”

3. “I am striving for a good self-image.”

4. “Oh yes, I’m happy as long as I am okay with myself.”

C. The philosophy of this world is that joy is to be found in one’s self.

1. Buddhism teaches this and humanism teaches this.

2. “The answers are in one’s self.”  It’s all about self.

II.
THE BELIEVER IS NOT OF THIS WORLD

Note: Follow closely.  What has happened to contemporary Christianity in the area of music and standards of separation has also happened to contemporary preaching.  I mean that “contemporary Christian music” has been shaped by the world’s music and not by passion for God; not by a desire to be accepted of God, but acceptable to the culture.  The same goes for standards of personal holiness.  Music and standards are designed now for the self.  “It makes me feel good about myself.”  “It’s my kind of music or how I want to live.  As long as I feel good about it, I’m sure God is okay with it.”

A. So much contemporary preaching accommodates the emphasis upon self.

1. Let me explain at the risk of being misunderstood.

a. Turn on the TV for preaching: “God loves you!  God wants to bless you!  God has great things in store for you.  You are valuable and precious to God.  Yes, my friend, God loves you!”

2. Are the above things true?  Yes!  And praise God they are true.  But there is another question that deserves an answer.

a. Do the above true statements present a balanced and true picture of the God-man relationship?

b. No!  Because the emphasis is upon man and man’s worth to God!

B. The gospel of Jesus Christ is not man-centered.

1. The cross of Jesus Christ is not primarily about God demonstrating our worth to Him.  The cross is not primarily God making much of us.

2. The cross is primarily God freeing the sinner from death and sin so the sinner can express to God His worth (worship) and make much of Him!

3. John Piper explains accurately that in our culture one knows he or she is loved when one is made much of.  Many seem to believe that happiness and joy come as a result of being made much of.  However, the idea that joy is the result of being affirmed or made much of is a fallacy.

4. Think of it this way.

a. If the gospel is about God’s love for the sinner and God making much of a sinful man, then who is at the center of the gospel?  Man!

b. However, since the gospel begins with God and is about freeing man from sin in order to do what God originally intended man to do (worship and enjoy God forever), Who then is at the center of the gospel?  God!

c. Everything begins and ends with God, His enjoyment of Himself, and the enjoyment of Him by His creation.  A man cannot know and enjoy God apart from the cross of Jesus Christ.

5.
John Piper is too good to not quote at this point.

a. He argues that true joy does not come by being the object of much attention and being made much of.  He argues that true joy comes when one gives much attention to and makes much of the proper object (God, of course!).  He also states that there are clues within us that make it clear that we need not be the object of attention to experience joy and delight.

b. “No one goes to the Grand Canyon or to the Rockies to increase his self-esteem.  That is not what happens in front of massive deeps and majestic heights.  But we do go there for joy.  So there is a witness in us that soul health and great happiness come not from beholding a great self, but a great splendor.”

III.
COLOSSIANS 1:9-12  WHERE JOY BEGINS

A.
Joy began with God and joy begins in God.

1. It is impossible to know joy without knowing God, and one cannot know God without Jesus Christ.

2. Since God is the source of joy, the supreme and only source of joy, one must know God.  Joy begins in knowing God!

3. So why do people who know God in salvation not know consistently the joy of the Lord?  This is a legitimate question.  Why in the name of common sense would a person not desire the joy of the Lord when the person knows God in salvation, the source of joy?

B.
Notice Colossians 1:9-11, Paul’s prayer for believers.

1. V9  That we be filled with the knowledge of God’s will, with all wisdom, and with spiritual understanding.

2. V10  That we might walk worthy of the Lord (unto pleasing the Lord), be fruitful, and increase in the knowledge of God.

3. V11  That we might be strengthened with God’s might.

4. V11b  With joyfulness.

a. Now here is the point.  The joy that is ours at salvation when God comes into our life is not the full extent of our joy.

b. The joyfulness that we are to experience over the long haul of our Christian life comes by continual development of our knowledge, wisdom, spiritual understanding, worthy walk, and being strengthened . . . with joyfulness.

Conclusion:  With this, we are back to our earlier point, which is this: Grow in God in His knowledge and wisdom and spiritual understanding.  In other words, make much of God!  Give attention to His worth, and therein lies joy!
