

Lesson 3
The Making of a Prophet
Main Idea: to be effectively used by God, we must be sensitive to his leading and faithful to his word.
Text:  1 Samuel 3
Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience and judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate whom God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

What has God given you to do?  What is your purpose?  Do you know?  Have you ever tried to find out?  What is God’s will for your life?  What has God been trying to say to you lately?  Is it possible that He has been speaking to you for some time, but you just have not been paying attention?  It is God’s leadership that makes effective leadership.
I. Samuel was sensitive to God’s leading.  (Vs. 1-10)
a. Samuel continues to faithfully minister to the Lord.

b. The word of God was rare.  They had the Mosaic Law (Genesis to Deuteronomy) and perhaps Joshua and Judges, but no one was hearing from God like did Moses or Joshua.  There were no prophets to tell the people what God was saying.

c. As they all lay down for bed one night, God begins to call Samuel.

i. He thinks it is Eli and responds to Eli.

ii. Samuel did not yet know the Lord – in a personal way.  He knew of him, but was not yet on talking terms like he is about to be or like Moses or Joshua, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  He simply did not recognize the voice of God.
d. After three false alarms, Eli realizes that God is speaking to Samuel and instructs him how to respond if God calls again.

e. Samuel obeys on God’s fourth call and responds, “Speak; for thy servant heareth.”

Samuel WANTED to hear from God and was RESPONSIVE to his calling.

We need to be listening and looking for God to speak to us.  We need to be anticipating the voice of God every time we open our Bibles whether at home or in a church service.
II. Samuel had a message from God. (Vs. 11-14)
a. God tells Samuel what is going to happen to Eli and his family.

b. Bottom line is that only God knew what would happen, but now Samuel knew.
III. Samuel was faithful to convey the message fully.  (Vs. 15-18)
a. He woke up the next day, afraid to tell Eli of the bad news for him and his family.

b. Nevertheless, he told him “every whit”.  He told the whole truth, plain and blunt.


IV. God exalted Samuel and gave him credibility among the people.  (Vs. 19-21)
a. Samuel grew, the Lord was with him, and he let none of his words fall to the ground.  That means that whatever Samuel said, happened.  (This is apparently a well known reputation of Samuel’s by 1 Sam. 9:6)

b. God gave him credibility across the nation.

Conclusion:

We have seen how God has taken Samuel from his simple position in the temple to a nation-renown prophet practically overnight.  He is given credibility and placed in a position of great importance.  God did all this.  God was using Samuel.  Samuel did not put himself in these positions.  He was not even trying to earn the respect of the people.  He just simply did his job faithfully, and God turns his whole world around.  I think we would all like to be used by God to do something special.  However, like Samuel, we need to be listening to God’s leadership and being faithful to do what he gives us to do, no matter how scary that may be.  When we do, we can expect God to make us effective leaders.
Discuss:


How do we hear from God today? (God’s Word and Holy Spirit – any still small voice that does not line up with the Bible is not the Holy Spirit!)


Do we need to be sensitive to God’s leading throughout the day?  How can we do this?


How eager are you to hear from God?  How often do you read your Bible?


When God speaks (i.e. Preaching, Bible reading, etc.) are you listening intently to see what he has to say to YOU?  On the other hand, are you just going through the motions?


How often do you think God is trying to speak to people, but they are not listening or they do not realize it is God?





Discuss:


Are there any “messages” that God has given to us?  What are they?


Are there people out there, like Eli, who does not know the truth that we know?


Where did Samuel get his message?  How can we get a message from the same place?





Discuss:


1.  Sometimes, the preacher has a tough job.  Sometimes he has to tell people things he knows they are not going to like, but it is true, so he has to tell it.  If the preacher preaches something from the Bible that you do not like, how should you respond?


2.  Is the truth always easy to hear?  Does that make it any less necessary?


3.  Do you appreciate honest preaching, or would you rather only hear what makes you feel good?


4.  Who do you know that needs to know the truth of God’s word?  What will happen to them if you let fear keep you from telling them the truth?








