THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 4 – “How Joy Continues – Part 1 – Obedience”

John 15:11 & I Samuel 15

Introduction: Hopefully, the progression of the lessons thus far is obvious.  Lesson 1 was about where joy began, Lesson 2 was where joy begins, and Lesson 3 was really about how joy grows. Now we will begin to study about how joy continues.  Every sincere believer who has ever experienced the joy of the Lord wants to know the answer to this question, “How does joy continue?”

Notice John 15:11.  Clearly Jesus tells us He has spoken the things He has just spoken so that His joy might remain in us.  His desire is that we experience His joy on a continuous basis, not just from time to time.  The North Canadian River has flowing water when all conditions are right, but the mighty Mississippi River flows all the time.  Too many believers have joy like the North Canadian.  When all things are favorable, they have joy.  Surely the joy of the Lord is intended by God to flow to and through His own like the mighty Mississippi!  The flow remains or continues.  But how?

Now notice John 15:10.  If we were to characterize V10 by one word, that word would be obedience.  “If ye keep my commandments . . .”  Now Jesus states in V11 that He said what he said that His joy might remain in us and be full.  Coming lessons will deal with His commands specifically, but for now we will illustrate from the Old Testament the importance of obedience and how it is directly related to one’s ability to know the joy of the Lord.

The joy of the Lord can only come from the Lord.  His pleasure in us dispenses His joy to and through us.  Obedience to God is pleasing to Him and He gives His joy.  This should be easy for us to comprehend from human relationships.  When a father is pleased with the obedience of a child, does it not bring joy to the child that the father is pleased?  Of course!  Obedience draws us into closer fellowship with God and disobedience excludes us from intimate fellowship.  John Piper, from whom I borrow much of this lesson, said, “We are His pleasure, when He is our treasure.”  Amen!  When we treasure His favor the most, He has the greatest pleasure in us, and His joy in us and through us follows.

i.
I SAMUEL 15  THE STORY OF KING SAUL REVIEWED

A. The first king of Israel began well.

1. He at first followed God and His man, Samuel the prophet.

2. Victories over enemies ensued.

B. Chapter 15 culminates a series of mistakes by Saul that ensured his demise.

1. He received clear instructions to destroy Amalek and all that belonged to Amalek.

2. Saul clearly disobeyed God.

3. In V13-23, Samuel calls Saul into account for his disobedience.

a. Saul shifts blame to the circumstances and people.

b. He pretends that he disobeyed God in order to better offer fat sacrifices and offerings to God.

C.

V22  Samuel’s response clearly reveals what it is that brings delight and pleasure to God.

1. This could have brought Saul a life of full joy rather than depression and suicide.

2. Samuel has a question for King Saul: “Saul, what brings God the greatest delight?  Burnt offerings and fat sacrifices?  Or obeying His voice?”

3. As backslidden as Saul was, he knew the answer to the question.  God has great delight in obedience.

Note: Saul goes on from this point and is totally void of the joy of the Lord and instead experiences fits of depression, fear, insecurity, jealousy, rage, and stooped to witchcraft, just before he died by falling on his own sword, having been wounded in battle.

II.
I Samuel 15  Why god delights in obedience

(I borrow from the four points in The Pleasures of God by John Piper.)

A. V24  God has pleasure in obedience because disobedience shows a misplacement of fear.  

1. “I feared the people and obeyed their voice.”

2. Notice I Samuel 12:14 & 24.  Samuel clearly told them to fear the Lord!.

3. In Scripture, it is evident that one pays homage to whom one fears, which is why it is taught from cover to cover to fear God!

4. Answer this: “Whom did Saul most highly regard: God or the people?”  The answer is both obvious and pathetic.  The man insulted the Lord; no wonder he did not have the joy of the Lord.

B. V12  God has pleasure in obedience because disobedience show a misplacement of praise.

1. V12  “Set him up a place” means he made himself a monument.

2. Saul defeated Amalek, but disobeyed God.  Without the “praise” or approval from God, therefore, he desired praise and approval and gave it to himself!

3. Believe it or not, Saul began a rather humble man, totally amazed God would choose and use him.  But being disobedient, he could not imagine he needed God and heaped praise upon himself.  (I wonder why he got depressed?!)

C. V23a  God has pleasure in obedience because disobedience is as the sin of witchcraft (or divination).

1. Deuteronomy 18:10 and others tell the mind of God about witchcraft.

2. But how is disobedience/rebellion as witchcraft or divination?

a. To seek a witch is to seek to know in a way that ignores the Word of God and the counsel of God.

b. But it need not be that we seek a witch’s wisdom to insult God.  Simply ignore God and go on your own counsel or worldly counsel and the same principle applies; God is insulted!

3. Should one so insult God as to ignore His Word and then expect joy?  No!  But to simply act in obedience produces the joy of the Lord; He delights in obedience (V22).

D.
V23b  God has pleasure in obedience because disobedience is as idolatry.

1. Obedience enthrones God.  Think about it.  When God commands and we obey, we are acknowledging that He rules and reigns.

2. Disobedience enthrones another, be it a witch, self, etc.  When we disobey, we insult God’s glory and that is the same as idolatry.  God said so!

III.
THE JOY OF THE LORD CANNOT POSSIBLY CONTINUE APART FROM OBEDIENCE

A. Review the two key passages of this lesson.

1. John 15:10-11  Jesus told us to keep His commandments (obedience) and that He spoke this that His joy might remain in us and be full.

2. I Samuel 15:22  God’s great delight is not in sacrifices and offerings, but in obedience.

B. If God dispensed His joy apart from righteousness (obedience), He would compromise His holiness.

1. To disobey God is to insult God.

2. To delight in and give joy to the disobedient would be the same as God putting approval on His being insulted.

Conclusion:  Remember that God always works and acts in ways consistent with Himself.  He always has and always will delight in obedience.  The sooner the believer acknowledges His sovereign authority in his or her own life, the more obedient he or she will become.  As the life is given to obedience, to God’s utter delight, the more the believer will experience a joy that continues; a joy that far more nearly resembles the flow of the Mississippi River than one dependent only on all favorable conditions.

