

Lesson 4
The Rejected of God
Main Idea:  God will send judgment on those who forget him and those who despise him.
Text:  1 Samuel 4

Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of

     a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one

    day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience and judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate whom God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

Today’s lesson will show the fulfillment of God’s rejection.  We have already seen examples of the two different types of people that God will either bless or reject.  In chapters two and three, we heard God pronounce judgment on the house of Eli.  In chapter four, this prophecy will become a reality.  The question we need to be able to answer in our minds is, “What kind of person is God against?”  We all want God fighting for us, not against us, so it behooves us to take heed to the warnings of chapter four.
I. God will judge Israel for forgetting him.  (vs. 1-11)

a. They never consulted God’s Word on the matter at hand.

i. First line of the chapter prefaces everything by saying that “all Israel” knew about Samuel.
1. They knew he was a prophet.

2. This meant they knew he could get word from the Lord.

3. Word from the Lord had been rare and precious. (3:1)

4. Word from the Lord would guide Israel in what they should do.

ii. Israel goes to battle with Philistines without asking Samuel what God said about it.  (Remember Proverbs 3:6)

iii. 4,000 men die

b. Instead of seeking God after their defeat, they fetch the Ark of the Covenant.

i. Now the ark had certainly been used for supernatural success in the past. 
1. Crossing Jordan (Joshua 3 & 4)

2. Defeating Jericho (Joshua 6)

ii. The difference with Joshua and 1 Samuel 4 is that God COMMANDED Joshua to take the ark into battle.  

iii. In 1 Samuel 4, Israel is using it as a lucky charm.

iv. They even get all excited and SHOUT.

v. But God’s favor, approval and power were a result of OBEDIENCE, not the ark.  (See Deut. 28)

vi. Israel’s heart had turned from God unto Baalim and Ashtaroth, hence the defeat.  (See 1 Sam. 7:3-4)  

vii. No religious work or enthusiasm would bring God’s power, only obedience.

viii. Ironically, the Philistines see God as the powerful force behind the ark.

ix. The result of the battle:
1. 30,000 dead Israelites.

2. Ark of God taken

3. Hophni & Phinehas dead


II. God will judge those who despise him.  (vs. 12-22)

a. God had already foretold that he would remove Eli and his wicked sons from their office.  See Chapters 2 & 3.

b. Their offence was summed up in 2:30 – they despised God.

i. Eli’s sons had profaned the holy things of God.

1. They had caused people to despise the offering.

2. They were committing wicked sin with women that came to the tabernacle.
ii. Eli’s sin was simply that he did not restrain his sons!

1. Beware parents.

2. IT IS NOT OKAY TO LET YOUR KIDS “SOW THEIR WILD OATS.”  Eli did and God condemned him for honoring his sons above God. (2:29)
c. We have already seen in verse 11 that Hophni and Phinehas were both killed.  (in the same day, just like God had said – 2:34)

d. A messenger comes to old Eli and tells him…

i. Israel has been slaughtered.

ii. Your two sons are dead.

iii. The ark of God has been taken.

e. Upon hearing about the ark of God (as opposed to the death of his sons and 34,000 Israelites) Eli falls backward in his chair, breaks his neck and dies.

i. He was 98 years old.

ii. Heavy

iii. He had judged Israel for 40 years.

f. Eli’s daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ wife, also died while giving birth.

i. She went into early labor after the news of her dead husband and father-in-law.
ii. She named her son Ichabod, which means “No glory”.

Conclusion:
Judgment is a very REAL aspect of God.  People who serve a god that loves too much to judge people are not serving the God of the Bible.  He will not tolerate sin.  We need to fear this side of God.  If we are living outside his will, we need to repent and get back in.  We may seemingly get away with our sins for a time, but this is typically God’s longsuffering that allows us a chance to repent before we get in trouble.  Eventually, God will enforce judgment.  This is not a pleasant doctrine, but is a true one.  Remember though, the FEAR OF GOD is the beginning of wisdom.  (Proverbs 9:10)
Main Points and Discussion:


Failing to seek God’s guidance through his word is arrogant, proud, and naïve.  How did Israel do this and why was it wrong?


God’s favor and approval comes from heartfelt obedience, and not from some magic religious formula.  What are some ways that we try to “summon” the power of God?  There is nothing inherently wrong with some of these things – i.e. prayer – but apart from a life of heart obedience, they are simply hollow, lucky charms.


God does not want us caught up worshipping symbols OF him; he wants us to worship HIM.  What are some common Christian symbols?  We need to make sure those are not the only things that make us Christian.





Discuss:


God will judge those who do not take him seriously.  What can we learn from Eli and his sons?


God will also be faithful to perform what he says he will do.  See his statement in 3:12:  “when I begin, I will also make an end.”  In other words, God will finish what he starts.  What are the comforting aspects of this quality?  What are the sobering aspects?


Are you faithful to finish what you start?








