THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 5 – “How Joy Continues – Part 2 – Abiding”

John 15:1-14

Introduction: Our line of thought thus far in the series is as follows:

· Where joy began;

· Where joy begins;

· How joy grows.

We are presently dealing with “How Joy Continues,” this being part two.

Our present text in John 15 is rich in relation to the matter of Jesus’ disciples having joy.  As we discussed in the last lesson, this text makes it very clear that Jesus requires obedience from His disciples, without which His joy is not possible.  As a matter of fact, for a believer, disobedience produces a result or results completely opposite of His joy.  The life of King Saul was used as a classic illustration of this fact.

Read V11 of our text very carefully.

i.
V11  WHY JESUS TEACHES WHAT HE TEACHES IN THIS PASSAGE

A. V11a  “These things have I spoken unto you.”

1. Obviously we will need to give careful thought to “these things” of which Jesus speaks.

2. To deal with continuing joy without an understanding of “these things” of which Jesus speaks would be an injustice to the subject.

3. But first, notice the following.

B. Notice two clear reasons, according to Jesus, that “these things” were spoken.

1. V11b  First, that His joy might remain in us.

a. His joy = the joy of the Lord.

b. The joy that remains in us is the joy that originates in Him and can only be distributed by Him.

c. Jesus has joy in the Father and in the obedience of His own.  And to the obedient, He distributes His joy and desires that it remain.

d. He wants us to have His joy; no other kind will do for His disciples.

2. V11c  Second, that His joy in us might be full.

a. We will have more explanation of full joy later in the lesson.

b. Suffice it to say at this point that He desires His own to have overflowing joy, not just drops or trickles here and there.

c. Perhaps it could be like the fountain that pours into a huge bowl and the overflow goes into a larger pool.  It is a continuous cycle and not an occasional thing at all.  Full joy!  It has a wonderful ring to it!

II.
V1-11  THE SIMPLE PROGRESSION OF THE TEXT

A. V1 & 5a  Jesus’ clear explanation.

1. V1b  “My Father is the husbandman.”  God the Father is the owner of all.

2. V1a & 5a  “I am the (true) vine.”  So the Father owns a vineyard and for a vineyard to produce what a vineyard is to produce, there of course must be a true and good vine; and there is!  The Father’s Son is the true vine.

3. V5b  “Ye are the branches.”  The branches receive life from the vine.  If the branches do not abide in the life of the vine, they have no ability to sustain themselves.  They are fruitless, and they are useless.

B. V2-5  The very purpose for the existence of the vine is fruit-bearing. 

1. Future lessons will deal with fruit-bearing and its relationship to joy.

2. For now, we just notice that the branches bear fruit (V2), they are to bear more fruit (at the end of V2), and they are to bear much fruit (at the end of V5).

C. V4-7  The branch cannot bear fruit apart from abiding in the vine.

1. Abide = to dwell; to remain and rest in.

2. So what does it mean to abide in Christ?

a. See V10.  Jesus obeyed His Father and abided in His love.  He continually prayed to His Father, communed with Him, obeyed Him, and pleased Him.  He dwelt in and remained in fellowship with and obedience to the Father.

b. To abide in Christ must mean the same: to remain in His fellowship; to dwell in His presence and communion; to obey His teachings; to please Him; to live in His Word.

D.
V10  To abide in Christ requires obedience to Christ.

1. To abide in Christ’s love requires obedience to His teaching.

2. Illustration: Does a parent continue to love a disobedient child?  Yes.  But does the disobedient child continue to abide under the loving favor of the parent? No.  The love is still present, but he child removes himself from the loving favor and benefits.  The child will not know the same privileges and joy without obedience.

3. Does Christ cease loving a disobedient branch?  No!  But the branch must have His approval to bear fruit and therefore have joy.

III.
HOW HIS JOY CONTINUES IN US TO THE FULL

A. Again, follow the progression, only start at the end and go backward.

1. The end is V11.  His joy remains to the full; which requires fruit-bearing; which requires obedience; which enables one to abide in Christ.

2. The point: The believer cannot say, “I am going to have the joy of the Lord,” and therefore have it.  Neither can the believer say, “I will bear fruit; I must bear fruit, therefore I will work harder, etc.” and then have fruit, so as to have joy.

B. The main issue of the believer’s life is to abide in Christ by obedience to Him.

1. Fruit follows.

2. And joy follows. 

3. If someone comes to me and says, “Pastor, I don’t have joy as I should.  What should I do?”  If I told them to do more work, and to get more involved and work harder, it would not produce joy.  The advice needed is to inquire of their fellowship with Christ and of their devotion and obedience to Him.  Joy is not produced through excessive activity.

4. The activity, work, and labor from our life is to be a result of our abiding in the vine.  Abiding in Christ produces all the rest.

5. Full joy is this: 

· Abiding in Christ

· Obedience to Him

· Fruit-bearing

· His joy to the full!

Conclusion:  Too many believers aim for something less that full joy because they do not exercise full obedience.  Partial obedience is disobedience (I refer to Saul).  Disobedience leads to lack of fruit which results in lack of joy.  Too many believers are frustrating themselves pursuing joy without the obedience and abiding.

