

Lesson 5
The Not So Casual God
Main Idea:  God will not tolerate those who wish to use him casually.
Text:  1 Samuel 5

Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience & judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate whom God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

Our postmodern culture has a strong tendency to take God far too casually.  Certainly, some of our favorite and most comforting attributes of God would include his love, mercy, longsuffering, and compassion.  However, the presence of these attributes does not mean the absence of some of his other attributes such as his justice, wrath, and judgment.  All of these traits exist together in God.  In his book, God in the Wasteland, David Wells describes the modern view of God as “weightless” meaning that God is only easy or cool and that there is nothing about him that should cause us to FEAR and TREMBLE.

We must not take the “heavy” attributes of God only and throw away his love and mercy, but we must acknowledge them and respect them as we would the fierceness of the ocean, a storm, or a fire.  What we will see in this lesson is what happens to those who wish to take God casually, to those who profane the holiness of God.  

I. The Ark of God was a feared object of God’s holiness.

a. The mercy seat was on top of the ark, which was where God would meet with them.  (Exodus 25:21,22)
b. It was placed not just in the holy place of the tabernacle, but behind the veil in the most holy place. (Exodus 26:33)

c. To come into the presence of the ark was literally a life and death matter.  If you did not approach it right, God would literally kill you.  (Leviticus 16:2, to better understand, read all of Leviticus 16)
d. The Ark of God was not a casual item that could be treated lightly.

II. The Philistines were treating the Ark of God very casually.

a. They stole it for one thing.

b. They put it in the house of Dagon their god.

c. They carried it about from city to city.

d. They took it because they believed it would bring them good fortune, like a genie or a lucky charm.

e. On the other hand, perhaps they were exalting themselves above God and wanted to use the ark as a trophy of their winnings in order to prove that God was not as powerful as the Israelites said he was.

III. God proves to them that he is not nearly as “light” as they think he is.

a. He knocks Dagon on his face…TWICE!

I. The second time, Dagon’s face and hands are knocked off.

II. All that is left is Dagon’s “stump.”

b. He sends judgment on every city to which the ark comes.

I. Either people die.

II. Or the ones who do not die are smitten with hemorrhoids.  (Do your own study on hemorrhoids.)

c. Interestingly enough, it is said all through the chapter that the hand of God was “heavy” upon those who were taking him so lightly.

Main point:  God does not like it when people make light of things he has called serious.  Therefore, we had better make sure we are showing the proper reverence to the holiness of God.


Discuss:


What are some issues about God that we should never take lightly?


His Word – Rev. 22:18-19


His house – John 2:13-17


His sacrifice – 1 Peter 2:26


What does it mean to FEAR GOD?  


What does the Bible teach us about the fear of God? (Prov. 1:7)





Discuss:


What are some ways people exhibit a casual approach to God?


Are people today guilty of using God like a genie or lucky charm?  How?





Discuss:


How can we show God reverence in the house of God?


How are you showing God that you reverence his Word?


How are you showing God that you appreciate the sacrifice of his Son?


In what ways are we taking him lightly?  What do we need to do to change?








