THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 6 – “How Joy Continues – Part 3 – Fruit bearing”

John 15:1-14 & II Corinthians 1:24

Introduction: The joy of the Lord began with God, Who Himself is a being of supernal joy. (Supernal = being or coming from on high; superlatively good)  This is a good use of the word; His is supernal joy!  His joy cannot come to us without His life in us, through His Son, Jesus Christ.  The more we know God through His Son Jesus Christ, the more our joy grows.

Recently we have considered Jesus’ words of John 15:1-11.  Particularly, we are interested in V11 where Jesus makes it clear that He has spoken so that His joy might remain in us and that our joy may be full.  Full joy.  Surely that is what every sincere believer desires; full joy!

By way of introduction, please notice II Corinthians 1:24.  This is one powerful verse that Paul wrote in reference to his own ministry, but that applies to any sincere servant of God; to anyone that can say with Paul that we are “your servants for Jesus’ sake.”  Notice a simple breakdown of V24:

· The minister does not have dominion over the faith of God’s people.

· The minister is to be a helper of the joy of God’s people.

· The people are to stand by faith; their own faith in Christ.

Obviously, for our purpose in this series, the middle part of the verse arrests our attention: “. . . but are helpers of your joy.”  This is the purpose of this whole series of lessons; to be helpers of your joy.  Question: Are Jesus and His Word (the Bible) the final authority on the subject of the joy of the Lord?  The answer unequivocally is yes!  That being so, we must be willing to go where the Bible takes us on the subject.

(Note: As a pastor, I love V24.  I am not responsible to make every decision in the lives of God’s people.  I am not in a place to “lord it over” anyone.  If I do my job properly in teaching and preaching to the flock, then folks will stand by reason of their own faith in God and His Word, and I will have helped in their knowing the joy of the Lord.)

i.
JOHN 15:1-11  A REVIEW OF JESUS’ METAPHOR

A. The simple explanation.

1. V1  God the Father is the husbandman (owner).

2. V1  Jesus is the true vine.

3. V5  Jesus is the vine, and we (believers) are the branches.

B. God has a vineyard, His Son is the true vine, we are the branches – so what is the point?

1. The point is that God is expecting fruit.  Please don’t consider this sacrilege: The Father is capitalistic.  He expects a return on His investment.  He expects increase; yes, He expects fruit and rightfully so.

a. The Father prepared the vineyard (“The field is the world”).

b. The Father provided the vineyard a true vine (His own Son, Jesus).

c. The vine, by the Father’s design, has produced branches (believers and disciples).

2. Yes, God expects fruit!

C. But how do mere branches bear fruit?

1. V4-5  By abiding in the vine, which is Christ.

2. We become fruitful branches when we abide in His care, His fellowship, His will, His love, His way, etc., etc.

3. The main business of our lives is not to roll up our sleeves and struggle to bear fruit.  The main business of our lives is to abide in Christ, and through Him to bear fruit.

4. You can bank on this: God had no purpose in sending His Son but that the true vine bear fruit.  And in the metaphor, the believer becomes the branch by which the vine bears fruit.  When we bear fruit through abiding in Jesus (V8), the Father is glorified, we are disciples indeed, and we possess His joy.  Full joy!

II.
SOME RELEVANT QUESTIONS SINCE FRUIT BEARING IS ESSENTIAL TO JOY

A. What does it mean for a believer to bear fruit?

1. We may expect many answers: show kindness; be generous; be forgiving; help the afflicted; visit the sick; pray for people; etc., etc.

2. But let us be very basic and practical.  On a grapevine in a vineyard, the expectation is that it bears fruit and bears after its kind: grapes.  Every plant is to produce after its kind.

3. Our activity as believers attached to the vine, without question, is to produce fruit after our own kind: other believers!

4. Every branch must personally deal with this question: Is my activity “for Jesus Christ” producing other believers?  Am I bringing others to Jesus?  Yes, we are talking about soul winning.

B. How does fruit bearing come about?  See V5.  (Yes, I am being redundant on purpose.)

1. Our fruit bearing is to come about by reason of our abiding in Christ.

2. Read V5 carefully.  If a person bears no fruit, what does it say?  The same person is not abiding in Christ.

3. It doesn’t mean they are not saved, but it does mean they are not remaining in His fellowship, His strength, His will, etc., etc.

C. How is fruit bearing related to joy? (Do not miss this point!)

1. Your joy is directly related to this: fulfilling the purpose for which one exists!

2. Let me be somewhat simple.

a. “Branch, from whence do you have your existence?” “My existence is in the vine.”
b. “Correct!  And for what purpose did the vine give you your existence?”  “To bear fruit!”
c. “That is very true, branch.  Now if you do not bear fruit, will the vine be just as pleased to give you His life and blessing?” “Oh no! If I do not bear fruit, I am taken away, will wither, and become useless for all but the fire (V2).”
d. “True, but couldn’t you still have joy?”  “No way! He only gives His joy to the branch that fulfills the purpose for which it exists.”
3.
Surely we can understand this.

a.
If we brought in Aaron King to our staff and then not let him lead singing or direct the choir. I don’t think he would say, “ Oh well, so long as I get paid I don’t care.”
b. Hire a truck driver and let him only ride with others.  He won’t care, right?

c. How about a new mother? After the baby is born, if the nurses were to say don’t change diapers, don’t hold him, don’t see him, leave him here and we’ll do all the work; we’ll take care of him. Not many would be ok if they were not able to be a mother to that baby boy,. 
4.
Now, take a sinner and purchase him with the blood of Jesus, and give him the life of God, and attach him to the true vine for the purpose of fruit bearing.  He is busy about everything and nothing.  But, oh well, he will still have joy, right?  No, not right.

Conclusion:  Follow carefully.  Ask yourself the question: “Am I a branch fulfilling my purpose in this world?”

· If you are, nothing can prevent your joy!

· If you are not, nothing can give you joy!

