THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 9 – “First Things First”

Psalm 126:1-6

Introduction:  We have seen that our joy comes by being fruitful.  We may be fruitful only if we abide in Christ.  First things first!  First, abide in Christ; then bear fruit; then experience joy.

Now we turn our attention to a Psalm that clearly expresses the importance of “first things first” as it relates to our joy.

Remember that the Psalms were not written at random.  These great Psalms were born out of the circumstances and situations of men like David, Solomon, and Hezekiah and the circumstances of their nation.  This 126th Psalm has a marvelous story behind it.  It is a very important story, and I say so because it is recorded in clear detail in these three locations: II Kings 18, II Chronicles 32, and Isaiah 36.

i.
the story behind the psalm

A. The reign of King Hezekiah.

1. The tiny nation of Judah was abiding peacefully under the reign of good King Hezekiah.

2. He has led them to some degree of revival and godliness.

3. To the north of Judah, however, King Sennacherib of Assyria is expanding his empire mightily and has overthrown parts of Syria and Samaria with the most powerful army of his time.

B. Sennacherib purposes to expand south and take the cities of Judah.

1. He is particularly interested in the capital city of Zion, Jerusalem.

2. Sennacherib besieges the city with his massive army.

a. He sends his captain, Rabshakeh, to threaten the Jews and tell them to surrender.

b. He warns them not to trust in the God of their king; other nations and cities had gods and could not withstand him and surely Judah’s God would fall before Sennacherib and his god, Nisroch.  They sent letters from Sennacherib to tell the Jews and King Hezekiah to surrender.

c. The Jews had not a chance in a military conflict; Assyria’s army was huge and Jerusalem was besieged.

3. The Jews fear and tremble.

a. However, Hezekiah and Isaiah, the prophet of God, take the letters and spread them out before God.  (II Chronicles 32:20)

b. They “prayed and cried to heaven” and confessed their helplessness, and turned it over to God.

c. Isaiah then told the king and the people that they could trust God and all would be well.

C. Rabshakeh continued to intimidate and mock, so God acted.

1.
The Angel of the Lord paid a visit one night to the camp of the Assyrians and smote 185,000 men.

2.
In the morning, as the men of Judah spied on the Assyrian camp, there was nothing but corpses and vultures hovering overhead.

3.
Just like that, the siege is over!  The threat is gone!  Open the gates!  Back to living!

II.
V1-3  that takes us to this psalm of rejoicing and gladness

A. V1-2a  A dream come true led to laughter and singing.

1. Have you ever experienced such blessing and joy that you thought, “Am I dreaming?”

2. You may know also what it is to awake to the stark reality that you were dreaming.

3. Consider Judah and Jerusalem.

a. One day the city looks hopelessly lost and Rabshakeh is telling them in time they will eat their own dung and drink their own urine.  A massive army is in sight, their God is being cursed, and all appears hopeless.

b. The next day, the army is still there, but they are no longer a threat.  Sennacharib has returned to Ninevah to seek his god Nisroch, and his own sons assassinate him.

c. “Are we dreaming?!” they say.  “No!”  There is laughter and singing!

B. V2b&3  The heathen even recognize something great.

1. The Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Syrians, and Egyptians tune in to CNN. 

2. They see the 185,000 corpses of the mighty Assyrian army.  They see life resume in Jerusalem and the people singing, laughing, and rejoicing.  “Yes,” they say, “Their God has done great things for them.”

3. V3  “Indeed He has, and we are glad.”

4. V4  Hezekiah sees it and requests from God more of the same, like the streams (torrents) of the south.  He spoke of the abundance of water in torrents in the fertile south of Judah where Israel now grows incredible volumes of fruits and vegetables aplenty. Hezekiah is saying, “Don’t stop now, God!  We need full-fledged revival!”

C. Let’s make some application.

1. We praise God for His blessings upon Southwest Baptist Church.  We thank Him that while Satan is real and threatens and stirs up here and there, God has allowed this church to be free from besiege by power struggles, major division, and strife; free from bondage to moral shame and wrecked testimonies; free from the comfort and complacency of a social church.

2. But, like Hezekiah, let’s pray, “Lord, send torrents; send full revival!”

a.
“Deal with the carnal and worldly who don’t fight, but neither do they yield to you; those token Christians who are faithful to attend church, but are still governed by careers, possessions and money, etc.”

b.
“Deal with those held captive still by their own siege of hate and bitterness and wrath and resentment.”

c.
“Oh, God, free from captivity those who are besieged in their lives because their marriage is out of order and the family is out of control.”

d.
“Turn those who do not engage in evil and vile deeds, but neither do they abide in You and bear fruit, and therefore lack joy.”

3.
Turn again, Oh God, that our joy may be full and complete and real.  Not just some excitement here and there, but full joy, so that even unbelievers might say, “The Lord hath done great things for them” – not in terms of buildings and physical things, but in terms of souls; lives salvaged and made useful.

III.
V5-6  THE REPLY: “FIRST THINGS FIRST”

A.
Tears first, then joy.

1. Hezekiah and Isaiah saw the reality of the situation.  Their hearts were broken and they cried and prayed to heaven.  Joy followed!

2. Let’s not lose sight at this point.

a.
Our purpose is to abide in Him, so as to bear fruit, and then joy follows.

b.
We must reevaluate our lives. Is our abiding in Christ real? If it is, where are the tears?

B. If I, the branch, am abiding in the vine, then what flows through Him should flow into me.  And Jesus was a man of tears.

1. Jesus wept for a man at Lazarus’ death.

2. Jesus wept for a city and nation of unbelievers.

3. Jesus wept in the garden when He sweat as it were great drops of blood.

4. Hebrews 5:7  “Who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save Him from death.”

C.
Pure labor and sweat and spent energy are not sufficient for the full joy He offers.

1.
Our abiding must be so genuine and real and His spirit must have such control, that we take on the character of Jesus’ compassion and broken heart.

2.
Go!  Bear the precious seed of the gospel of the Word of God. Weep as you go!  Weep over the lost and backslidden; weep over our own helplessness; weep over the privilege and honor of serving Him!  Let the tears flow!  You will doubtless come again with rejoicing and with sheaves.

Conclusion:  The battle of the day will be won by being out among the people.  Baptists once believed this; Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses still do.

