

Lesson 9
The Journey from Ordinary to Extraordinary
Main Idea:  God directs godly people in great ways while being faithful to mundane tasks.
Text:  1 Samuel 9

Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience & judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate who God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

Have you ever wondered if God has something greater in store for you?  Have you ever found yourself just going through the run-of-the-mill routine of life and wondering if this is as exciting as it gets?  Does God have a special task for you?  How will you know what it is?  What if you miss it?  Though it may seem obvious to us that God has big plans for some people, his plan for OUR life can seem obscure.  We will see in this story how an ordinary young man finds (or rather is found) his extraordinary destiny.  We will try to learn from his example.

I. God has his eye on godly people.

a. Physical Traits of Saul:  Basically, he was like a prom king.

i. Born into a powerful family (vs. 1)

ii. Choice and goodly – goodly meaning simply good.

iii. A head taller than everyone else, literally.  (vs. 2)

(Note:  These physical traits are not too important in this lesson, but we need to take note of them and tuck them away for future use.  We should however, go ahead and point out two things:

1.  This is not in what God was interested.

2. Neither is this something God is going to discriminate against.)

b. Heart Attributes of Saul

i. Obedient and Submissive to his father – sought lost donkeys and did not want his dad to worry.

ii. Teachable, open to suggestions, not a know-it-all – listened to his servant’s idea of seeking out the man of God.

iii. Seeker of Godly counsel – Sought the advice of Samuel for his problem.

iv. Honored Godly men – desired to bring a gift if they went to see Samuel.

v. Humble – Considered himself a nobody. (Vs. 21)


II. God’s purpose finds godly people, not vice versa.

a. Saul was merely doing mundane, every day stuff.  (How exciting is your life when you have to run all over the country looking for a bunch of lost donkeys?)

b. He was not trying to climb the political ladder to kingship.

c. Losing these silly donkeys led him straight to Samuel, who had been directed by God a day earlier to be on the lookout for Saul and had already revealed to him that Saul would be the king.

d. Samuel takes Saul and shows him high honor by letting him sit in the best seat and eat the best meat.

e. All this for a simple, young nobody like Saul.

 
Conclusion:

We need to start concentrating on having a good attitude about every little detail in our life.  Even the little things, like mowing the yard, cleaning the house, and going to work or school – God is watching us to see how we handle these little things.  When we approach the routine with zeal, it may just open the door for God to unveil your future.  Let us be careful not to undervalue the tasks we have currently been given.  To do so could cost us some of life’s greatest opportunities.[image: image1.png]



Discuss:


How did Saul find God’s will for his life?  (He did not.  It found him.  He was just faithful to his duties.)


What does this teach you and me about finding God’s will and purpose for our life?


What if Saul had been rebellious or slothful toward the task his father had given him to search for these donkeys?  Could he have missed the opportunity of a lifetime?  Again, what does this teach us?


Read Luke 16:10-12.  What does this teach us we should do today in order to have a great future?


What are some small or mundane things that we could all begin to approach with more vigor?





Discuss:


What are your thoughts of Saul so far?


What does his view of God’s counsel seem to be in this story?  Is it important to him?  Does he seem to think it is valuable?


From what tribe was Saul?  Think back to the last few chapters of Judges.  Do you remember who the hated and almost destroyed tribe was?  Do you think there is any significance in the first king coming from this tribe?


Briefly look at 1 Samuel 15:17 without giving away the end of Saul’s story.  What was the defining factor in God’s choice of Saul?  Do you see the power of humility?








