HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson I – “Hope And The Need For It – An Overview”

I Peter 1:1-9

Introduction:  What a blessing to be a Christian.  Through Jesus Christ, God is our Father and we are His children.  Because of this relationship to God, there is a word that need not be a part of our vocabulary: hopeless.  As believers, we do not know what hopelessness is, since the living Christ , the eternal Son of God, is our hope.

Paul said that before we were saved, we were without God and without hope in this world.  Paul also said that the unbelievers who lose an unbeliever to death, sorrow as those who have no hope.  Hopeless: What an awful word!  Men and women can endure much, so long as there is hope.  Take away hope and the void is filled with despair; and to live in despair is to be miserable indeed.

This little letter known as I Peter is a book of hope.  It is not written to settle doctrinal disputes.  It is written to give hope.  The book was written by Peter around 67 AD, many believe probably from Rome.  He writes to Jews who have been dispersed or scattered, and particularly to those in the areas and provinces of Asia Minor.  He prays for them to experience grace and peace multiplied (V2).

In the next lesson, we will begin verse by verse.  For now, however, we will attempt to define the hope of which he writes, and explain the need of hope for the believers then and now.

i.
HOPE DEFINED

A. Hope = a favorable and confident expectation; to desire and anticipate with expectancy.

B. I Peter 1:3  The hope of the believer is a lively hope.

1. The hope (confident expectation) of the believer is based upon the power of the resurrected and living Christ.

2.
That in which we have hope has been assured us by He who died and rose from the dead.  It is “lively hope.”

3.
We will deal with particulars in following lessons.  For now, I just say that all Jesus and God’s Word give us to hope for is based upon the authority and power of the resurrected Christ.

C.
The world of unbelievers has no such basis for hope.

1.
The Russian people in 1918 were given hope.  The rich were going to be stripped of their wealth and the poor would be raised to a greater standard of living.  For over seventy years they waited.  That system of hope has failed.  They could not meet the desire and expectancy of the populous.  There was no basis for the hope except human ingenuity and craving for power by godless men.  Communism cannot offer hope.

2.
Many Americans have hope.  Another presidential election looms with new promises: tax the rich, spare the middle class, help the poor, social medicine, a better America.  But the basis of the hope is the ingenuity of man and wisdom from old worn-out methods and practices that have failed governments and nations for centuries and millenniums.

3.
Proverbs 13:12  “Hope deferred maketh the heart sick.”

4.
Christian, just go ahead and shout!  Only we have a lively hope!

II.
I Peter 2:11  Believers need hope because we are on a pilgrimage

A. 2:11  What is the description?  Pilgrims and strangers.

1. The songwriter wrote, “This world is not my home; I’m just a passin’ through . . .”

2. We are not to settle here.  Much of our preaching involves encouraging God’s people to not put their roots too deep.

3. We are travelers through this world of sorrow and woe and opposition.  I am thankful that this world and this life is not all there is!

4. Think about it.  Those settlers that traveled west went in wagon trains and suffered cold, heat, and bodily injury.  Why?  Hope of a better life.  The same with pilgrims who endured suffering to come to America.  Hope!

B. I Peter gives us hope and survival tactics while we travel this way.

1. 2:13-17  How to be good citizens.

2. 2:18-21  How to be good employees.

3. 2: & 4:  How to behave toward outsiders (unbelievers).

4. 3:1-7  How to survive in marriage in this pilgrimage.

5. 4:  How to behave toward other pilgrims.

6. That’s what I Peter is about.  We are on this pilgrimage in this world.  Our hope is certainly higher and nobler than what we see here.

a. But while we travel here, we have been given hope for the pilgrimage.

b. There is a right way to live until we see the city that has foundations, made and built by God.

III.
I PETER 4:12  BELIEVERS NEED HOPE FOR THE FIERY TRIAL WHICH IS TO TRY US

A. How the fiery trials related to believers of Peter’s day.

1. Remember that Peter writes from Rome in 67 AD (according to many; we cannot be dogmatic) and that he writes to Jews scattered throughout Asia Minor.
2.
In 64 AD, under Nero the emperor, Rome burned.  It burned for three days and was nearly controlled, only to break out again.  The city was crowded, with narrow streets and high wood tenement buildings, and burned easily.

3.
The eccentric Nero was blamed for the fire because he wanted the glory of rebuilding the great city.  He must find a scapegoat and fast!  Nero blamed the fire on the Christians, and turned great persecution upon them.

4.
How could he successfully blame Christians?  William Barclay points out that Christians were already the objects of slander and hostility.


a.
In the mind of the Romans, they were connected with Judaism.  Everyone hated Jews, and at 
that time most thought Christians were just a sect of Jews.


b.
The Lord’s Supper, restricted to church members for observance, was 
misunderstood and 
they were accused of conducting orgy-like love feasts.


c.
They were charged with tampering with family relationships because sure enough, when one 
part of a family got saved, it caused division just as Jesus said it would.


d.
Christians preached the judgment of God to come and that in the future, the world would be 
purged by fire.


e.
As a result, they were victimized.

5.
Awful atrocities followed against Christians.


a.
History says Christians were rolled in pitch or tar, tied to poles, and lit with fire to be used to 
light some streets in Nero’s gardens.


b.
They were wrapped in animal skins and torn by dogs raving with hunger.


c.
Many were crucified and generally tortured in the most inhumane ways.

6.
Soon, Christians became the object of persecution anywhere in the empire, not just in Rome.  The persecution spread to Asia Minor (4:12).

7.
Peter told them “strange-sounding words” in V12, 14, & 16.  Peter’s words were absurd, except for this: Christians are strangers here, and our hope is that Jesus, Who raised from the dead, will come again and take us to something better than this.

B.
Believers since then and to this day need reminded of the hope.

1.
More and more there is teaching that Christians will go through the tribulation, or at least a part of it.

2. We hold to the biblical position of the pre-tribulation rapture.  However, before Jesus comes, believers here may experience fiery trials.  Since 9/11, anti-Christian sentiments are growing stronger and stronger.

3. Jesus said, “In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)  Paul said, “Yea, and all that live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (II Timothy 3:12)  We could go on and on.

4. We know little or nothing of fiery trials as in persecution.  We also have no reason to believe we shall not know them.

5. Peter writes to give hope; lively hope!  Hope for the pilgrimage; hope for the fiery trials.

Conclusion:  Have you been begotten again (I Peter 1:3) to that lively hope?  Without Jesus Christ, there is no hope.

