HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson II – “Hope in Who and What We Are”

I Peter 1:1-2

Introduction:  In the first introductory lesson, we tried simply to give an overview of this book from the standpoint of our approach: Hope for the Pilgrimage.

· We defined “hope” as confident expectation.

· From I Peter, we identified why we need hope: (1) we are strangers here; and (2) persecution and suffering will often be the lot of believers.

We will continue in that vein in this lesson, because even in Peter’s brief salutation, there is much hope for the believer.

Now days, we hear a great deal about self-esteem.  Sometimes I sense and opinion that we would be better being dishonest with someone than telling them the truth and hurting their sense of worth, or self-esteem.  If you are concerned about having a sense of worth or self-esteem, all you need to do as a Christian is read the first two verses of this book and you’ll get it.  You’ll get it when you grasp who and what we are.  Who and what we are is reason for confidence and assurance; hope!
Sometimes, as we go through the rigors of life, we may lose focus.  We may let the unbelieving world make us lose our sense of worth.  They may believe a serious Christian to be weird or strange or crazy.  If we do not stay focused on the truth of God’s Word, we will become disillusioned and discouraged.  Some persecution and suffering for Christ may cause one to lose focus.  Peter reminds us whose we are, who we are, and what we are.

· He tells us what we are in relation to this world.

· He tells us who and what we are in relation to God.

It is reason for great hope!

i.
V1  WHO AND WHAT WE ARE IN RELATION TO THIS UNBELIEVING WORLD

A. V1  The “strangers” of Peter’s day.

1.
He is calling the believers, both Jew and Gentile, strangers who are scattered.

2.
He identifies five Roman provinces in V1 that make up what came to be known as Asia Minor (modern Turkey).

3.
Remember, these are Roman provinces; and as Peter wrote, persecution was being stepped up against Christians.  It started in Rome, and then could be found anywhere in the empire.

4.
The Christians more and more became strangers to a Christ-hating world.  What an appropriate name: strangers!  (Note: Some might say that’s bad; but no, that’s good!  I’ll show you later.)

B. V1  Two thousand years later, we are strangers.

1. Those who have traveled abroad know what it is to be a stranger, and could give personal examples.

2.
Peter understood that to be a follower of Jesus made you a stranger to this world.

3.
Listen to people talk; watch what interests and excites them; watch what standards they live by; watch their attitude toward the things of God and things holy; and you will conclude, “I don’t belong here.”  We Christians are strangers here.

4.
A second century epistle to Diogrutus by an anonymous writer:

“Christians are not distinguished from the rest of mankind by either country, speech, or customs . . . They reside in their respective countries, but only as aliens.  They take part in everything as citizens, and put up with everything as foreigners.  Every foreign land is their home, and every home a foreign land . . . They find themselves in the flesh, but do not live according to the flesh.  They spend their days on earth, but hold citizenship in heaven.”

5.
We are strangers to this world; and that is good, because this world rejects Christ, is under the curse of sin, and is marked for the judgment of God.

6.
William Barclay says the word translated “stranger” is from a Greek word that implies “a man who is in a strange land and whose thoughts are ever turned home.”

II.
V2  who and what we are to god

Note:  We are about to see in this verse the work of the Trinity.  Who and what we are through the work of the Trinity gives us great hope as strangers in this world.

A. V2a  We are “elect according to the foreknowledge of God.”

1. We who are saved are the elect of God.

a.
In ourselves, we are ordinary people; not at all superior to anyone around us.

b.
But the initiative of God makes us what we are: the elect!

c.
The word “elect” can describe anything especially chosen; and we have the honor of being especially chosen by God.  Illustration: Set out a row of songbooks; especially choose one; that is “the elect.”

d.
Our presidents and political leaders are elected by people; but people don’t always do well in electing.  God elected us.  Why should I concern myself about being rejected by the world and made a stranger here, when I have been elected by God?

e.
Why, of course, this gives hope!  When we are feeling out-of-step and rejected by the world; when we feel like strangers; unwanted; persecuted, here is our hope: We don’t fit here (this world) because we’ve been elected for there (heaven).  That gives me confidence and assurance here. 

2. Our election is according to the foreknowledge of God.

a. This involves more than God just having previous knowledge of it.

b.
Rather, it means God’s favorable regard for people as part of His plan and purpose.

c.
Think on this.  Though possessing perfect foreknowledge, He elected us anyway.  “He knew me; yet He loved me,” said the songwriter.

B. V2a  “Through the sanctification of the Spirit.”

1. Here then is the work of the Spirit.
2. Sanctify = to set apart.  (This is not speaking of our daily walk; this speaks of our salvation experience.)
3. Illustration: Previously, one of the songbooks was especially chosen.  Now, we are going to set it apart for use.  In the spiritual realm, we are set aside!

4. Romans 6:3  God the Father elected us; upon obedience to the gospel, the Holy Ghost sets us apart unto God (sanctification).

C.
V2a  “Unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.”

1.
In the Old Testament, there are three occasions Peter may have had in mind when He spoke of the “sprinkling of blood.”

a.
Leviticus 14  A healed leper was to be sprinkled by blood to symbolize his cleansing.  Leprosy is a picture of sin.

b.
Exodus 29  When priests were set apart for service, they were sprinkled by blood.

c.
Exodus 24  When the Jews agreed to God’s covenant, the priests took blood and sprinkled it on the altar and on the people to signify the covenant relationship.  They agreed to obey God and His commands.

2.
Did Peter have this in mind?  When we receive the gospel, we are cleansed by the blood (I John 1:7); set apart by the Spirit; and by reason of the blood, are responsible to be obedient.

There is the work of the Trinity: elected by the Father, sanctified by the Spirit, cleansed by the Son!

III.
V2b  “GRACE UNTO YOU, AND PEACE, BE MULTIPLIED”

Note: Now here is hope!  Peter, who knew persecution and suffering, made this prayer.
A. Grace unto you (you elected strangers).

1.
Grace = the unmerited favor of God.

2.
You won’t get grace from the world.

B.
Peace be multiplied.

1.
Are you kidding?  Rome is on a tear of persecution and it may break out at any time in Pontius, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  So, Peter says, “Peace be multiplied.”  Right!  Our world offers no peace.
2.
Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you.  Not as the world giveth give I you.”

Conclusion:  Once we have believed the gospel, we must lay hold continually of the reality that we are strangers to this unbelieving world, but the beloved of God.  We are His, and set apart to Him by His choice.  “Grace and peace multiplied.”

