HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson IV – “Hope in the Trials of Our Faith”

I Peter 1:6-9

Introduction:  Here is hope for you and me.  Notice the first six words of this letter: “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.”  Amazing.  The rough and tough fisherman; the boisterous, impulsive, sword-swinging Peter: an apostle of the holy, gentle, harmless Jesus Christ.  He writes a letter to give us hope for our pilgrimage.  That is the grace of God.  If you stop and think about it, he is well qualified, because his life seemed hopeless on more than one occasion.

As strangers here in this world, Peter’s words have given us hope in:

· Who and what we are: elect; sanctified; covered by the blood of Jesus.

· What we have: lively hope; inheritance; preservation.

In this we “greatly rejoice.” (V5)  This “greatly rejoice” is a very strong expression.  The Greek word means to be overjoyed; to exult; it implies outward expression of joy; a jubilant and thankful exultation.  It is the same expression Jesus used in Matthew 5:11-12.  When we consider who and what we are, and what we have as Christians, it is cause for “greatly rejoicing”; the kind of rejoicing that must be expressed and cannot be held in, like David when he danced unto the Lord.

V5: “. . . though . . .”  Oh, no!  Here comes a downer, right?  Not really.  Yes, Peter is going to talk about trials and tests and suffering temptations.  But, this is a letter of hope.  So Peter gives great cause for hope in the trials of our faith.

i.
V6  trials and temptations are a fact of the christian life

Note: One thing to be sincerely appreciated about God and His Word is that He never led us to believe that a life of faith would be free from tests, trials, temptations, and suffering.  If a believer will but read the Bible, he will expect tests and trials.  We will now take V6 backwards, and show four things about tests and trials in the life of a Christian.

A. V6d  We will experience many kinds of temptations (manifold).

1.
“Manifold” literally means “many colored.”

2.
Let’s say our life is going to be colored or painted each time we are tested and tried.  We won’t be all one color; we will be like Joseph’s coat: many colors.

B. V6c  Our trials will create heaviness.

1. There are times that our hearts will be heavy and aching and tears will flow.

2.
Being a Christian does not mean that you will grin from ear to ear every day.

3.
The sin about us will make us heavy; the unbelief of others will cause heaviness; persecution, death, financial loss, etc. all result in heaviness.

C. V6b  Trials and heaviness are only for a season.

1.
The Christ-rejecter goes through this life and he suffers the hard knocks, the tears, the disappointments, the failed dreams; he is hurt and wounded and maybe sick and miserable.  He dies and goes to a devil’s hell that makes the trials of earth seem like paradise.  His burden is not seasonal, but eternal.

2. The believer’s trials are for a season.  Noah, Abraham, Job, David, the three Hebrews, John the Baptist, Paul – all their trials or testings were for a season.

3. Yours and mine: a season!

D. V6a  Trials do not affect the joy we have in who and what we are and what we have.

1.
Take Peter, for example, and the apostles.  In Acts 3, 4, & 5 the disciples were threatened, beaten, persecuted, and thrown in jail.  Yet “they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.” (Acts 5:41)

2.
Read Fox’s Book of Martyrs.  It reads like Acts 7: Stephen said, “I see Jesus . . .”  The martyrs would sing and praise God while the flames licked their flesh, and torture seemed to have no bearing on them or their joy in God.

Note: Only the Christian with hope understands the paradox of suffering and joy; joy in the midst of heaviness.  Many of you may have stood at the graveside of a loved one and felt the weight of heaviness so great that it seemed your heart would burst, and yet felt so glad and joyous that your loved one is in heaven and that grave will one day open that you wanted to run through the cemetery thanking Jesus.

II.
V7  hope is found in the reason for trials

A. V7a & 7c  Our faith must be tested before Jesus comes.

1. With whose faith are we most familiar, and whose faith do we most admire?

a. Those whose faith stood the tests and trials!

b. Of course!  That’s why we love Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, Daniel, the three Hebrews, Peter, Paul, and John.

c. They professed faith; it was put in the fire; it was still there after the fire.

2. What do most people want?  To accept Jesus, live a trouble-free life, and go to heaven.  But in the economy of God, the faith that is real – that will take you to heaven – must and will be tested.

3. But do you know why?  See V7c.

a. It is so that Jesus may give you praise, honor, and glory when He appears.

b. I can hear loud protest, “Wait!  We are going to give praise, honor, and glory to Him!”

c. Yes, we are; all through eternity.  But so will He to us for real and genuine faith that stood the tests and trials of life!

4. V7b  Do you realize how precious a true and tested faith is to Jesus?

a. It is more precious than gold, even the kind of gold that has been tried by fire.

b. When you finally meet Jesus, He’ll not be interested in how much money, land, or possessions you own; but in genuine, proven faith.

c. For that, He gives praise, honor, and glory.

B. Matthew 25  The parable of the talents is a classic illustration.
1. Praise: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

2. Honor and glory: “I will make thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

3. “But,” one may say, “That is not important to me.”

4. V8  It is if you love Him! 

III.
V8  LOVING THE UNSEEN CHRIST

A. It is a fact that where there is love, approval is the most important thing.

1. Think of your own relationships to those you love.
2.
If a dad says to his son, “You did a good job, boy” then dad can keep the wages and money, because what matters is that “dad said I did good.”

B.
Remember, Peter had seen Jesus and loved Him.

1.
Did he love Jesus?  Yes!
a.
How much?  He said, “I’ll die, but not deny!”
b.
But in weakness, fear, and disillusionment, Peter failed Jesus.

d. Luke 22:61  “The Lord turned and looked upon Peter” and Peter went out and wept bitterly.

e. He knew the look of disapproval.

2. Peter loved Jesus, and proved it thereafter.
C.
V8 You need not physically see Jesus in order to love Jesus.

1. If you see His Person as manifest in the Scripture, you must love Him.

2. If you’ve seen His love, grace, patience, comfort, forgiveness, and gentleness you love Him.

3. Thomas said, “If I don’t see Him, I don’t believe” and when He saw, said, “My Lord and my God.”  Jesus said, “Thomas, because you have seen, you believe.  Blessed are those who do not see, and yet believe.”

4. Yes, His approval will be very important to you at His appearing.

Conclusion:  V9  The end of it all, the goal and aim, is our soul’s salvation.  I Corinthians 16:22  “If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.”

