HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson IX – “How Hope Grows”

I Peter 2:1-3

Introduction:  The first comment that William Barclay makes regarding this text is this: “No Christian can stay the way he is.”  You are either growing as a Christian or you are losing ground.  

Allow me to explain why.  Life is fluid; the life of God that He gives His own is fluid.  That is, it moves.  God is going somewhere; He is at work and He has a purpose and a plan for each life.  You are either growing with that plan and purpose, or you are getting left behind and losing ground.  You do not stay the way you are in relation to God.  Please notice the last verses of chapter one:

· V22a & 23  You are born again (purified souls).

· V22b  You are to love the brethren fervently.

· V23 & 25  You are born into this family by the work of the Spirit and the Word of God.

Now this moves us right into the first three verses of chapter two.  Having been born of God by the Word, it is now imperative that our hope in God grows!  Let’s look into these verses for instruction and see how hope grows.

i.
V2  how the believer (the believer’s hope) grows

A. V2b  Growth comes by the consumption of the sincere milk of the Word.

Note: This section will not give all the Scripture references and expound the topic fully; we will just make some statements based on Scripture.

1. The soul needs a balanced diet to grow, just as does the body.

2. The Word of God contains all that is necessary for growth spiritually.

a. Milk – The first stage of the Christian diet.  (see I Corinthians 3:2, Hebrews 5:12-13)  The sincere milk of the Word means pure, with no admixture of evil.  Just what a baby needs!

b. Meat – Strong meat (of the Word) belongs to them that are of full age.       (I Corinthians 3:2, Hebrews 5:14)

c. Bread – The bread of truth. (I Corinthians 5:9)

d. Honey – Psalm 119:103
3.
There is no spiritual growth apart from the consumption of the Word of God.

B. V2  As a newborn babe in Christ, there is the natural appetite for the milk of the Word.

1. A newborn baby has a natural physical desire for milk.

2. Likewise spiritually, a person may have little or no regard for the things of God, and then get saved and cannot get enough of the Bible.

3. Desire = to yearn; long for; pant after.

C. This is alarming: There are many, many non-growing “Christians.”

1.
They don’t grow!  Their hope and faith do not increase.  Their appetite is non-existent.

2.
How is your Christian life and walk with God different than one year ago?  Have you grown?  How have you grown?  In what areas have you grown?

3. The sad fact is, many never grow.  There are two possibilities.

a. Poor preaching.  But if others grow under the same preaching, well …

b. No appetite.  Perhaps they are so full of junk food, they do not want the milk of the Word.  But if there is no appetite, why not?

II.
V1  there are hindrances to spiritual appetite and growth 

A. Peter says there are certain things that must be laid aside.

1. The Greek word means “stripped off,” like a person would strip off clothes vigorously, knowing they are infected.

2. If you are truly saved and are not growing, nor even experiencing an appetite for the Word of God, please pay close attention.  These things are said (inspired by the Spirit) to be what hinder appetite and therefore growth.

B. V1  What must be laid aside?
1. All malice.

a.
Most interpret the word translated malice as meaning general wickedness; the wicked behavior and attitude of an unbelieving, Christless world.

b.
Do we know any longer what wickedness is?  In morals, language, habits, and conduct?

c.
Lay aside all the general wickedness of this Christ-rejecting world.

d.
Don’t forget: We are strangers and sojourners here.

2. Guile (deceit), hypocrisies, and envies.

a.
Envy is the culprit that breeds deceit and hypocrisies.

b.
A man is not content with what God has given him or provided for him; he wants what someone else has (envy). So, he pretends to be what he is not (hypocrisy) and uses guile (deceit) to achieve his goals.

c. This “game” is quite common in the work world, in school, in politics, in romance, etc. Envy also rears its ugly head in church life.  E.G. Selwyn: “The constant plague of all voluntary organizations, not the least religious organizations, is envy.”  C.E.B. Cranfield: “We do not have to be engaged in what is called church work very long to discover what a perennial source of trouble envy is.”

d. Hypocrisy and envy and deceit are disgusting wherever they are found.  But it is most sickening when we find it amongst the followers of Jesus Christ.  The reason is that we are doing work for eternity, and that leaves no room for someone with selfish ambition.  The work is too weighty and important to fret with petty ambition.

3. All evil speakings.

a. It naturally follows that if a person is driven by envy, they must speak evil of the persons of which they are envious.

b. Nothing can do quicker damage to church life and unity than evil speaking and gossip (James 3 & 6).

C. V1  Strip them off (lay aside) like a defiled and infected garment.

1. You can stop it if you want. 

2. You don’t need a psychiatrist or to be psycho-analyzed; you need to lay it aside.

3. Stop malice, envies, and gossip.

Conclusion:  V2  And as newborn babes, desire the Word and grow.  V3  If so be that ye have tasted God’s grace.  The result of a healthy spiritual diet is to replace all the confusion and disorder of the old life with the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23).

