HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson V – “Salvation That Angels Desire To Look Into”

I Peter 1:10-12

Introduction:  Peter tells us in these early verses that our salvation (deliverance) we received from God has made us strangers to the world of sin from which we have been saved.  However, what we are and who we are in Christ Jesus, along with what we have in Christ, gives us hope.

· We are elect, sanctified, and secured by the blood of Jesus.

· We have a lively hope, an eternal inheritance, and eternal preservation.

· We also have hope in the trials and tests and temptations of this life.

Notice V9.  The ultimate end and wonderful thing about our faith is the salvation of our souls.  Now V10: “Of which salvation . . .”  It is as though Peter is saying, “Let me talk to you at length about this salvation.  There is more you need to understand, so you will always appreciate it.”  We are reminded of a phrase from Hebrews 2:3 “How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?”  In this lesson, we will use V10-12 to show just how great salvation we are talking about.

In the Bible record, the following three classes or groups are great among God’s creation in His dealings with mankind.  All three are mentioned in our text in relation to God’s salvation that we have received.  They are great in the sense that God has chosen to use them in the furtherance of His great work; the unfolding of His great salvation drama.

· V10-12a  Prophets

· V12b  Preachers (apostles and others)

· V12c  Angels (principalities)

Please follow carefully and attentively.  The salvation to which you may have grown accustomed is/was awesome to some of the greatest of the greats of God’s creation.

i.
V10-12a PROPHETS SEARCHED AND ENQUIRED OF THIS GREAT SALVATION

A. V10  The prophets were searchers.

1.
II Peter 1:21  While they spake by the moving of the Holy Ghost, it does not mean they were as dead instruments in God’s hand.

2. They enquired and searched diligently.  We who advocate the infallibility of Scripture and the verbal plenary inspiration of the Scripture do not believe the prophets were dunces who had no intellectual capabilities.

3. The Spirit of God moved upon men who diligently searched and enquired of His way and truth.

B. V11  What their search involved; what they were searching for.

1. V11b  The Spirit of Christ was in them and upon them.

a. They did not write or speak after their own will.

b. Someone may criticize, “The Bible is a book written by men.”

c. But wait; the Spirit of the Eternal Son was in them and upon them!

2. V11b  The Spirit of Christ in them told them two things.
a.
The Messiah would first suffer, and then glory would follow.

b.
For the classic example, read the words of Isaiah, which came from the Spirit of Christ in Him.  Isaiah 53 describes Christ as a sufferer, then Isaiah 9:6 tells of Christ’s righteous reign.

c.
That Jesus first suffer, then reign, is all through the law and the prophets.

3. V11a  They searched the time and the conditions of His coming.

a. When is He coming?  They looked, enquired, and searched.

b. How will He come?  (Isaiah 7:14)  It is doubtful that Isaiah fully understood what he wrote.

C. V12a  What their search revealed.

1.
It revealed that He would not come in their time.

2. They learned that the prophecy would be fulfilled upon another generation, not theirs.  They believed it, but they never saw it.  

3. We saints know this salvation, of which we sing, and of which we’ve grown familiar.  Great giants for God – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, Moses, etc. – all searched diligently to understand what you and I now have!

II.
V12b  preachers (apostles and others) report and preach by the holy ghost OF THIS GREAT SALVATION

A. The apostles saw with their eyes that of which the prophets prophesied hundreds of years before.

1. So, what did the apostles do?

2. Hebrews 1:1-2 and 2:1-4  They reported it; they preached it.

B. Jesus told them to preach it.

1. Matthew 28:18-20  and Mark 16:15
2. I Corinthians 1  It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.

3. Preaching the gospel is God’s way!

C. V12  Preachers can only preach it with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.

1. By the authority of God’s Bible, the most important thing going on in this world today is the preaching of God’s great salvation.  He has chosen preachers to preach with the Holy Ghost.

2. Please see how important salvation and gospel preaching are to God.  The company for which you work, the sports team for which you play, etc. will try to make you think their work and activity are most important, but salvation preaching is the ultimate activity.

III.
V12c  ANGELS DESIRE TO LOOK INTO THIS GREAT SALVATION

B. An illustration:

1. Imagine behind a curtain, an opening into heaven.  We can go to it and look through it, but we cannot now enter into it.  We can open the curtain, and behind it is great light.  At a distance we can see a marvelous jasper wall; one of the twelve gates of pearl is open, and in through the gate we see gold; a street of pure gold!  We can see a throne with radiant brightness, and before it is a sea of glass.  We see saints moving about and rejoicing and singing and praising God.

4.
Would you desire to see?  Of course you would!

B.
Salvation is not for angels.

1.
Angels are familiar with heaven.  It is our salvation about which they are curious.
a.
The fallen are reserved in chains of darkness received unto judgment.
b.
The principalities of God cannot fall; they do not need deliverance from sin.

2. But salvation is so great, they desire to look into it; to gaze; to behold.

a. They long (present tense) with continual yearning and holy curiosity to comprehend it.

b. Perhaps they wonder what God sees in us!  Angels are great, intelligent, powerful, glorious beings.  We are made lower than the angels (Hebrews 2:7).

c. They desire to look into this great salvation that belongs uniquely to men and women who will believe.

C.
Angels have been active in the drama.

1. Start reading in Genesis and see angels at work in the lives of patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The Messiah of God would come through this family.

2. Follow the history of Israel and see Satan through enemy nations try to annihilate the people through whom the Savior of the world would come.  See the angels of God defending Israel; sparing them over and over.

3. When the fullness of time was come, Jesus was born of the virgin birth.  A great host of angels praised God and sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”  It was the angels of God gazing into the marvelous working of God’s grace in bringing salvation to man.

4. After the temptation, the devil left Christ, and “behold, angels came and ministered unto Him.”

5. After the supper, Jesus prayed three times and sweat as it were great drops of blood, agonizing over His coming burden and separation from His Father and death.  “And there appeared an angel from heaven, strengthening Him.” (Luke 22:43)  Before Calvary, in Gethsemane, and He poured out His soul in prayer until beings He created came to strengthen the Creator in His voluntary weakness.

6. He went to the cruel cross.  The songwriter said; “He could have called 10,000 angels to destroy the world and set Him free!”  Peter wanted to kill for Jesus, and he only knew Him three years.  Can you even imagine what the angels wanted to do?

7. The angel rolled the stone away from His tomb to show that He was gone.  At ascension time, two men in white apparel came to explain it to His disciples, and angels watched Him take His high priestly position at the right hand of the Father.

8. The angels yearn to know it; to look into it.

Conclusion:  This same great salvation - so important to prophets, apostles, and angels - is sadly neglected by many who are lost, and has become commonplace and boring to many who are saved.  It ought to consume our thoughts and govern our lives and ambitions.
