HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson VI – “Hope That Prepares For The End”

I Peter 1:13-16

Introduction:  We are called into a great salvation!  This great salvation was searched diligently by the prophets before Jesus came (V10-12a).  When He came, and since then, preachers have declared this great salvation that saves and transforms all who will believe (V12b).  This salvation is so great, that the principalities (angels) desire to look into it (V12c).

This salvation that is ours through Jesus Christ gives us incredible hope.  Hope is assurance and confidence.  Though we are strangers here, we don’t feel down, because we are chosen by God for His eternal purpose.  Also, we have an inheritance that is not corruptible; it is undefiled and fades not away.  He has reserved our inheritance in heaven, and His power keeps us.  Oh, we’re strangers here, but we’re in good shape, thank you, cared for very well.

Now notice V13b.  Peter tells us to hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto us at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  We will then be as He is and forever be with Him; finality.  To keep focused on that event (the revelation of Christ) will affect us here and now in this life.  It will govern and affect our conduct and our behavior.  Warren Wiersbe said:

· Outlook determines Outcome

· Attitude determines Action

If our outlook has to do with Jesus Christ and His return and the promises of God, then the outcome will be a life lived unto God.  If our attitude is that Jesus could return at any time, then our actions will reflect that attitude.  If we are people of a biblical hope, then the actions and ultimate outcome of our life will reflect it.

But if there is no hope – no living hope – then no wonder men shoot dope, kill, hate, and become immoral and perverted.  No hope!  No hope of heaven, of God and good, of eternal life.  If a man expects to die like a dog, that explains why he would live like a dog.

But the believer’s outlook is one of hope, and the outcome will be to realize all for which we hope in Christ.  Our attitude is that this world is temporal and marked for judgment, and our action is to reflect that we are of another system of things.  That being true, look at the admonition from Peter.

i.
V13a  have a prepared mind

Note: You must live the Christian life on purpose.  In other words, it does not happen without thought and without mental and conscious effort.  The hope we have in Christ affects our mind.

A. V13a  Gird up the loins of your mind.

1.
All the men of that day understood this language.  The long, loose outer garment was gathered in and girded or bound up with a belt.  When it was time for action, the men would get the loose material out of the way so they could freely and quickly move about.

2. Now, do that with your mind.  How?  What does it mean?

a. It means to remove the things that obstruct and distract your mind from Jesus Christ and His return.

b. The things that pollute the mind, weigh down the mind, and distract the mind should be tucked out of the way so they do not hinder your action for God.

c. A filthy mind will hinder; a mind greedy of gain and things will blind; a mind preoccupied by the distraction of worldly endeavor and enterprise will hinder.

B. V13a  Be sober.

1. Sober = steady; calm; to weigh matters.

2.
There are many things that call for attention and after which we can go completely mad: social issues, political issues, prophecy and “signs”, doctrinal pig-trails, etc.

3.
The sober mind focuses on the Person of Christ, seeks the whole counsel of God, and does not go fleeing after a single matter to the neglect of the whole.

4.
Hope trims your mind so you can readily discern and be swift to act.  We are in a spiritual battle.  A sober mind is the mind that stays trimmed and focused on the truth of the great salvation through Jesus Christ.

II.
V14-16  live a prepared life

A. V14  As obedient, not disobedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts when you were ignorant of the lively hope.

1. V14 Formerly, before Christ, they in ignorance followed lusts.

a. I Peter 4:3-4  We need not wonder what they were: lasciviousness (wantonness; excess; no restraint; no moral restraint), excess wine (drunkenness), revelings and banquetings (an excessive, elaborate, extravagant atmosphere and all the wickedness associated with it).

b. If a person outside of Jesus Christ spent Saturday night in revelry and partying and drunkenness and indulging in filth, etc. we should not be surprised.  They are ignorant and have no hope.

2. V14  But obedient children do not fashion themselves after such.  (“Fashion” = “conform” of Romans 12:2 it is the same word.)  We do not look at the ungodly and go fashion or conform to them.

B. V15-16  Hope prepares us for the end (Jesus’ return) by a holy life.
1. I John 3:1-3  The hope in us teaches us to be pure, as He is pure.

2. Holy = like God; God-like; godly.  It is from the Greek word hagios; the root meaning of hagios is different; other than.

3. Can you see it?  We are not what we formerly were.  Jesus Christ made us holy; different; other than the world of the unsaved.

a. Sunday is different; this church building is different; 10% of your pay is different; you, believer, are different.

b. The very idea that a believer would fashion his life to be like the unbelieving world!  We are different.

C. V15  In what areas or facets of life are we to be God-like?

1. “In all manner of conversation (conduct).”

2. God is concerned about every detail of your life and conduct: marriage, parenthood, attitude about money, attitude about people, outlook toward life, etc., etc.

Conclusion:  The basis is this: “For I am holy.”  It is written, God is holy, and as His children we are to take on and reflect His holy character.

