HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XII – “The World, Civil Authority, and The Believer”

I Peter 2:13-17

Introduction:  Imagine that you live under a system of civil authority that is totally authoritarian.  It is not a democracy and not a republic.  The king (emperor, czar, etc.) is a self-indulgent, self-seeking man who has little or no regard for anyone besides himself.  He is a glutton, a drunk, and a moral wreck.  All his governors and those who aid in his administration are carbon copies of the king, using others to further their cause.

In this scenario, you, a serious Christian, are the object of scorn and ridicule throughout the whole empire because of the attitude of your civil authority.  The emperor hates true Christianity; he hates what you love and loves what you hate.  Your way is made very hard.  Knowing you are having it rough, I write you a letter.  In that letter, I say to you, “Submit to the king as supreme and to his governors of his provinces.  Honor the king.”  Unless you understood the whole picture, you would not like that advice at all and would not count it as encouragement.

But that is precisely what Peter is doing.  Nero!  The name is synonymous with evil, cruelty, and debauchery.  Nero was the king.  Peter said, “Honor the king.”  How does this make sense?  Just follow on; put everything in context and it makes a great deal of sense.

i.
V13-14  the believer and the government 

A. V13-14 & Romans 13:1-7  Ideal human government. 

Note: “Ordinance” of V13 – the Greek word means institutions; the authority instituted by man.  It does not imply every single ordinance, but the institutions of authority themselves.

1.
Peter and Paul wrote the same thing about human government.

2.
V14  Civil authority is to instill fear in and punish the evildoer, and to administer good and protection to those that do well.

3.
Therefore, Paul said, we pay tribute or taxes.  We keep the rulers to squelch evil and promote good.  That is the ideal of human government.

B. Neither Peter nor Paul lived under the ideal human government.

1. The governments under which they lived were characterized by vice, graft, corruption, and all manner of ungodliness.  They certainly were not pro-Christian!

2.
Yet Peter and Paul wrote the same thing: submit; subject; honor; esteem.

3.
Obviously, we are to respect the institution and the office, whether or not we respect the one holding the office.  (I did not respect the man Bill Clinton – an admitted adulterer, advocate of baby killing, promoter and defender of the sodomites, and oppressor of people by excessive taxation.  But I respected the office he held, and prayed for him almost daily.)

II.
V16-17  We are free from this world system, but are servants of God to this world.

Note: This is a tremendous truth that will help our attitude in our presently declining culture.
A. V16  Freedom and liberty.

1. The world system, controlled by Satan, binds and enslaves and imprisons its victims.

a. The people making a mad dash for money and success and fame only find themselves empty when they get it. They are slaves to this world.

b. The people pursuing one sexual fantasy after another – from pornography to prostitution; from lesbianism to homosexuality; from adultery to child sex – are slaves to sexual lust.

c. The person who last night smoked pot, sniffed drugs, shot dope, or drank booze is a slave to it.

d. The people caught up in clean but meaningless pleasures, such as sports of all kinds, are slaves.

e. People in intellectual pride who will not believe the gospel are slaves.

f. All that is in the world and the world and its god (Satan) enslave people and bind them.

2. Jesus liberates, frees, and redeems us.

a. Believers must see this clearly.  We were citizens of this world that enslaves.

b. Jesus saved (delivered) us from it by His precious blood.  Now we are citizens elsewhere: heaven!

c. If I am now free from here and a citizen there, what am I while I am still here?  Pilgrim! Stranger! Sojourner!
3.
V16a  Don’t use liberty as a cloak of maliciousness to this world.

a.
It would be easy and a natural tendency to have malice to this world.  It would be tempting to take up arms and go to physical war with Peter and start cutting off ears!

b.
But no!  They are not to behold us and see malice.  What then?

B. V13&16  We remain here and submit and subject.  
1. V13  “For the Lord’s sake.”

2. V16  “As servants of God.”

3. Oh glory to God!  He liberated me from the condemned system called the world, made me a citizen of heaven, and left me here to be His servant to a world that also needs liberated.

4. This tells me something: God loves this world!

a.
Think about it.  He sets us free and says, “Now go to those who are enslaved and tell them about Me.”

b.
He says, “You won’t change the system, but you can liberate others from it like you were liberated.”

5.
So, we submit ourselves for Jesus’ sake and as His servants.

C. V17  Peter says, “Live like this.”

1.
“Honor all men.”  That is, esteem them as humans. Some suggest that the 60 million slaves of the Roman empire were not even considered as persons, but as things.

2.
“Love the brotherhood.”  This is Christian love.

3.
“Fear God.”

4.
“Honor the king.”

III.
V15  SUCH BEHAVIOR IS THE WILL OF GOD FOR A REASON

God says for us as believers to submit to the civil authority even though it is ungodly.  What does He propose to accomplish by that?

A. V15  Such well doing silences ignorant men.

1.
In the last lesson, we learned that all manner of slander (falsehood) was being leveled at the Christians of Peter’s day.

2.
They were accused of everything from cannibalism to immorality; from insurrection to being anti-family.

3.
Peter said, “Live right, and we can shut them up.”

4.
V17  If we esteem all men, love one another, fear God in humility, and honor the king, then what can they say?

B. That is advice much needed today.

1.
The world has a warped view of a true Christian.  George Gallup said his research has shown that only about 13% of Americans are “highly spiritually committed.”

2.
The world needs to see people who are not bitter, angry, malicious, envious, covetous, etc.

3.
I believe in personal, one-on-one witnessing and confrontational soul-winning.  But, this world desperately needs to see Christ in your life and in my life.

Conclusion:  As the anti-Christian sentiment grows continually in America, these verses will take on greater and greater significance to us.  

