HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XIII – “Hope For The Working Man”

I Peter 2:18-21
Introduction:  A brief review of the last two lessons is in order.  Peter writes us regarding the life of a believer in relation to an unbelieving world.  We are strangers and pilgrims in this world.  Mark it down; the unbelieving world is watching the believer.  In V11-12, Peter said that we are to abstain from fleshly lusts that war against the soul, and that our good conduct is to counter the warped ideas the world has of Christianity.  In V13-17, he speaks to us of our roles in relation to civil authority.  We are free from the world.  But we are free from the world to be servants of God to the world.  Therefore, we submit to civil government for the Lord’s sake.
Our hope for the pilgrimage is this: We believers do not get desperate in relation to the slide of the world, because we are pilgrims here.  We cannot save the world, but while here we can serve God by being a witness to the world.
Now in V18-21, Peter addresses the working man.  I find in these verses hope for the working man.

i.
V18  some background on servants (slaves) 

A. Slavery was common. 

1.
As the Roman Empire expanded and increased in power and toppled nations, they made slaves or servants out of their victims. Therefore, some estimate there were 60 million slaves in the Roman Empire.
2.
William Barclay says the attitude of Rome was that there was no point in mastering the world and doing one’s own work; let the slaves do the work while the citizens live in pampered idleness.  
3.
Aristotle: “There can be no friendship nor justice towards inanimate things, indeed not even towards an ox, a horse, nor yet towards a slave.  For master and slave have nothing in common; a slave is an inanimate tool, just as a tool is an inanimate slave.”
4.
Another of the era wrote that instruments of agriculture (labor) are divided into three classes: the articulate, the inarticulate, and the mute; “the articulate comprising the slaves, the inarticulate comprising the cattle, and the mute comprising the vehicles.”

5.
Slaves and their offspring were the property of their owners just like a lamb is the property of the owner of the flock.

B. V18 Servants (slaves) refers to more than those held in bondage.

1. The Greek word translated “servants” has to do with domestic and household servants.  Remember, all work was done by slaves, whether it was in the fields under the hot sun or in areas of medicine, education, music, stage, clerks, etc.
2. It included all the workforce; the working man.

3. This is so very relevant, because for the most part the churches were made up of the common working man.  You will notice Paul’s letters address the “working class” because that is mostly of what the church consisted; working people.

II.
V18-21  peter’s practical instruction to the working man
A. V18  Some masters are good and gentle and some are froward (morally crooked and perverse; mean and unfair).

1. Some “slaves” were treated kindly and like a family member, to a point.

2. Others received harsh treatment and were not dealt with fairly.

3. Does this sound familiar?

a. Some of you work for an employer or a company and they treat you fairly with benefits and just compensation.
b. Some of you are treated unfairly, beat out of promotions, deprived of raises, and treated poorly.
4. Peter has the same advice to both: Be subject with respect; submit.

B. V19&20  Peter gives perspective to difficult instruction.   His logic is easy to follow. 
1. It is one thing to suffer for evil doing.  If one takes it patiently, well . . . he should.  He deserves what he suffers.
2. However, if one is done wrong and suffers for or after doing well and is patient and submissive, this is different.  This grabs the attention.  “This is acceptable with God.”
3. V21b Christ suffered wrong for us.  He was our example; follow His steps.
4. Notice the difference in the response of the unbeliever and the believer.
a.
The unbeliever is treated wrongly on the job; he gets angry and bitter, he curses and fumes, he feels free to cheat on the time clock, and steal from his employer, and lie about sick leave, etc.
b.
The believer is treated wrongly on the job; he appeals with self-government and control, he submits and does his job and goes about his work, he refuses to curse and fume, he puts in a full day’s work and is honest with his employer.
5.
But why?  Why should a believer do that?
III.
V18-21  THE BELIEVER WORKS WITH A HIGHER REASON
A. Some are led to believe their work is meaningless in relation to God’s work.

1.
They see the pastor as doing meaningful work.  They see staff and full-time workers as important.  They see missionaries as doing the important work.
2.
But they see the job at the factory as mundane and meaningless; a job in sales as insignificant; work in construction or in the office, etc. as “wasting their life.”
3.
Satan lies!  Nothing could be further from the truth!
4.
I see hope and encouragement here for the working man.  Never underestimate the value and importance of being a working person.
B. V18-21a  The working man has a call.

1.
V18-20  Be subject; suffer wrong; take it patiently.
2.
Now V21a: “For even hereunto were ye called.”  The working man is called out from the world for this.  Follow carefully.
3.
With the believer, every work is for God!
a.
Colossians 3:17  “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.”

b.
You go to work every day for God.  If you don’t work, there is no bus ministry, no nice facilities, no missions program, and no mission trips.

c.
The pastor, the staff, and the missionaries are in full-time work . . . and so are you!

d.
If God calls you to preach, by all means, preach.  In the meantime, take heart; go to work and do right as you serve God.

4.
Ephesians 4:28  “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.”

Conclusion:  “When the world looks at me, do they see Jesus?”  When the world looks at you at work, what do they see?  The theme is the same as began in V11.  The unbelieving world is watching the believer.
