HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XIX – “Hope For The Home”

“Part 4 – Hope Through Prayer”

I Peter 3:-1-7 
Introduction:  Consider your own immediate family: your husband or wife, your sons and/or daughters.  Now consider this: How important is it that your prayers for these lives reach God’s throne unhindered?
We are talking about lives; living souls.  We are talking about lives that desperately need God’s salvation; that need God’s protection; that need God’s care and provision.  They need God!  They need your prayers to God!
The purpose of this lesson is motivated by a great concern that many look at the biblical plan for marriage and the home and have a “take it or leave it” attitude.
· “That’s okay for some, but not necessarily for everyone.”

· “Whatever works for you.”
· “To each his own.”

· “Well, you know the preacher is pretty old-fashioned, and if that’s the way he and his wife want to do it, fine; but it’s not for everyone.”
· Some may have laughed off everything taught in the last three lessons.

This lesson will explain something that should grab our attention and help us see the seriousness of the matter.  You cannot ignore God’s Word without serious negative consequences.  Follow closely.

i.
the christian life is one of submission 

A. I Peter 2:11-23 Submission in our pilgrimage. 

1.
V11-12  Submission to our role as pilgrims and strangers in this world.
2.
V13-17  Submission to civil authority.  
3.
V18-21  Submission to authority in the workplace.
4.
V21-23  Submission after the example of Christ Who became our substitute.
B. I Peter 3:1-7 Likewise, there is to be submission in marriage and in the home.

1. V1-6  Wives, be in subjection to your own husbands.
a. The main application is to the unsaved husband who beholds the life of a saved wife.

b. The application is also to holy women to be adorned with that which is of great price in the sight of God.

c. A Christian woman with a feminist attitude is foreign to the Bible and is a reproach to God.

2. V7  “Likewise, ye husbands.”
a. Submit to your role of being first a husband.

b. Know thy wife
c. Honor thy wife.

Hold it!  Before you say, “No big deal; that’s okay for someone else, but I do things differently”. . . notice the rest of the verse: “That your prayers be not hindered.”

II.
V7b  the implication is that there will be prayer
A. There is no instruction here to pray; it is assumed that the head of the family (husband) will be a praying man.
1. With all the enemies of marriage, sir, you had better pray.

a. Many have wives in the workplace and subject to pressures God did not intend.  The husband had best pray!
b. A lustful, wicked adulterer may make a play for the wife and give her all the kindnesses the husband fails to give.  Pray!
c. A divorced woman at work may be telling the wife how wonderful it is to be single again.  Pray!

2. With all the pitfalls and snares set for children, parents had better pray!
a. A kid down the street may be telling a son or daughter the thrill of drugs. Pray!

b. A neighbor may be showing a child pornography or filthy videos.  Pray!

c. A homosexual or lesbian may be aiming at a son or daughter; Pray!

d. The dating of a son or daughter may be on the verge of tragedy.  Pray!

B. But it is possible to pray and the prayers do not reach God; they are hindered. 
1. Paul uses a metaphor.  The Greek word translated “hinder” is a military term.
a. It means to cut in on.  Imagine soldiers in a war trying to communicate radio messages and they are continually cut in on.

b. It means to throw obstacles in the way.  Picture a military convoy moving along a jungle road with obstacles every few yards.

c. It means to cut up the road.
2. When a husband and dad prays to God for the wife and children, he wants a clear road to God’s throne, and it matters if the prayers are hindered!  Any man with spiritual discernment would desire it to be so.
III.
THE OBVIOUS IMPORTANCE OF FOLLOWING GOD’S ORDER
A. V7  If the husband does not submit himself to his role, his prayers are hindered.

1.
This is the primary consequence.
2.
Many a husband plays and works his life away and neglects his wife, and then loses his marriage and/or his kids and says, “We stayed in church and kept our kids in church.  What went wrong?  I don’t understand.”
3.
But did he do what God said to do in V7?  If not, the prayers were hindered.
B. V1-6  If the wife does not submit herself to her role, the Word of God is blasphemed and prayers are also hindered (Titus 2:3-5).

1.
If the woman is possessive and dominant and runs the house, scoffing at the idea of a meek and quiet spirit, her prayers for and even with her children are hindered.
2.
Many marriages are virtual failures and the kids are lost to the world, and in confusion the wife says, “Why did God do this to us?  Why, we stayed in church!”
3.
We must see it!  Please get this: We must do what God says.
Conclusion:  This is no light thing.  Spiritual warfare rages.  Prayers must get through.
