HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XVI – “Hope For the Home”

“Part 1- Hope Through Pure Conduct”

I Peter 3:1-7
Introduction:  Warren Wiersbe’s very first comment on this passage in his book Be Hopeful is as follows: “A strange situation exists in society today.  We have more readily available information about sex and marriage than ever before, yet we have more marital problems and divorces.  Obviously, something is wrong!”  That is certainly a valid point.  Go to any Christian bookstore and see the volumes of books on marriage, the home, the physical relationship, etc.  There are videos and tapes and seminars, and yet over 50% of all marriages end in divorce.  Oklahoma City has one of the highest divorce rates in the U.S.
I am glad to tell you, there is hope for the home!  But I feel rather burdened, even as I say that, and let me tell you why.  Our society has drifted so very far from God’s Book, and the mood is so opposite what the Bible teaches, and some have gone so far in their marriage with the worldly and Hollywood philosophy, that the Bible answer is going to seem radical; too extreme; for some, even unthinkable!

But there is hope for those who want hope.  Yes, it will mean a radical change of philosophy of thought for some; it will mean revolution for some husbands and some wives.  But there is hope for those who want it.


In this lesson, we will cover V1-4, and call it “Hope Through Pure Conduct,” and in the next lesson we will look through V6 and call it “Hope Through Subjection.”  In our discussion of V7, we will call the passage “Hope Through Honor.”

Now you can’t help but notice here that there are six verses apparently addressed to wives and only one verse specifically for husbands.  Let’s consider why.
i.
why peter devoted the major portion to wives 

A. Cultural influences made the women’s role much more difficult than that of a man.  (The recipients of this letter were affected by three cultures, all having a similar view toward women.) 

1.
Under Jewish law, the woman was nothing; she had no rights.  She was the possession of her husband, in the same way that his livestock was his possession.  For a Jewish woman to choose a different religion than her husband was unthinkable.
2.
In Greek culture, the woman was to stay indoors and obey her husband.  She had no rights, but her husband could return her to her parents at will, with the return of the dowry. 
3.
Under Roman law, the woman remained forever as a child; no rights whatsoever.  She could make no decision for herself.
B. Imagine what it was like for a woman to believe the gospel and get saved!
1. If the husband got saved, it was understood the wife would follow.
2. But when the wife got saved first, she was often met with violent opposition.

3. Peter is not writing to inform each mate of their rights. He is helping the wife understand how to be a Christian and to do two things: avoid violence and win the husband to Christ.

a. This is relevant because it is still true that more women get saved with unbelieving husbands, than husbands with unbelieving wives.
b. Some call that the weakness of women and of Christianity.  Actually it shows the pride and stubbornness of the male ego.
c. I point out also that Peter primarily has in mind cases where the woman got saved after marriage.
II.
V1-4  hope through pure conduct
A. V1a  “Likewise,ye wives. . .”
1. “Likewise” means in the same manner.  This takes us back to what Peter has been teaching.
2. So, what has he been teaching to Christians?
a. V13-17  Submit yourselves to civil authority.

b. V18-20  Servants, be subject.

c. V21-24  Follow the example of the submissive Christ, Who went to the tree.

3. Likewise, in the same manner, ye wives be in subjection to your own husbands.
a. Civil authority is not always right, but submit.
b. The master (boss, company) is not always right, but subject yourselves.
c. Jesus was not treated fairly, but He submitted.
d. Likewise, ye wives.

B. V1  But what is the end, the purpose, of such counsel? 
1. It is the same as the previous examples!
2. There is a lost world that needs to see Christ.
3. We submit to civil authority for Jesus’ sake; we submit on a job to be a witness for Christ; Jesus suffered wrong for our salvation.
4. Dear wife, V1 tells you plainly why you are to be a submissive wife.

a. “If any obey not the word (Word of God).”  Either they are not saved or they are not living in obedience to the Word.
b. “They may be won without the word, by the conversation (conduct) of the wife.”  Without the Word does not mean without the Bible, but without much words.  She may win the husband without preaching to him at every meal, etc.  There is a way to preach louder and clearer than getting in his face quoting verses and redoing the preacher’s sermon.
C. V2-4  What the husband must see in his wife’s conduct to have this hope.
1.
V2  The husband needs to see purity, coupled with respect and reverence.
a.
He needs to see a pure life (chaste conversation).

b.
A disobedient husband is not impressed by a wife’s devotion to soap operas and Cosmopolitan Lady while her Bible gathers dust. He is not impressed to hear her ungodly music and her foul mouth when angry with the kids.

c.
He needs his wife’s fear (respect) because of the position he has over her, whether he is godly and good, or not.

d.
Honestly, wives, it is hard to respect a man who will not stand up and do right and be right, but you must walk by faith. You married him; you must see God’s role for him.

2.
V3-4  The husband needs to see his wife properly adorned.

a.
V3 Not the outward adorning.  The Greek and Roman women spent an extravagant amount of time adorning to appear outwardly beautiful. Peter is primarily speaking of the gaudy, haughty, fleshly outward show: the wild hairdos and extravagant apparel that call attention to the physical, the extravagant jewelry that draws attention from character to outward attraction, the overdone makeup, or even the sloppiness or apparel inappropriate for public display.

b.
V4  Be adorned inwardly; adorn yourself with a meek and quiet spirit.  “Meek and quiet” means submissive; gentle and peaceable; not loud, pushy, boisterous, or self-assertive.  (Such a spirit is not for women alone.) 

c.
A woman may say, “That is not me! I am today’s woman; I am liberated, etc.” But notice in V4, two things about that meek and quiet spirit: It is not corruptible, and God counts it very valuable. 

Conclusion:   A wife who is sensing the conviction that her present conduct won’t win her husband, should commit the matter to God and obey His Word.  A husband who has a godly wife and who is lost or disobedient, must realize Christianity is not weak, but he that he is proud and stubborn, and needs to get saved or get right. 
