HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XVIII – “Hope For The Home”

“Part 3 – Hope Through Honor”

I Peter 3:7
Introduction:  In ancient times and in Oriental customs that prevailed in Bible times, there were many non-reciprocal situations.  For example: The subjects owed the king or emperor, whether he ever fulfilled a duty to them or not, a slave was to be subject to the master, and the master owed him nothing; a wife was to submit with honor to her husband whether he treated her humanly or not.  These relationships were non-reciprocal.  They were one-sided; only one side gave and the other side received.
However, Christianity presented an entirely new ethic.  Christianity never grants a privilege without a corresponding obligation.  The ruler has responsibility to his subjects; the master has a duty to his slave; the husband has an obligation to his wife.

The last two lessons have spoken of the duty of the wife, specifically the wife who is a believer and her husband is not.  However, the application goes beyond that and addresses the role of the wife regardless of the husband’s spiritual standing.  She has a strong responsibility to be in subjection to her husband and manifest what is of great price in the sight of God: a meek and quiet spirit.

But the relationship is reciprocal.  The husband is not without obligation; in fact, his is the primary obligation.  Let’s take a careful look at V7.
i.
V7a  Likewise, ye husbands 

A. Trace “likewise” briefly. 

1.
Beginning around I Peter 2:9, Peter talks to believers about submitting ourselves to our role as Christians in a non-Christian world.
a.
V11-12  Submit to your role as pilgrims and strangers in this world.

b.
V13-17  Submit to civil authority.

c.
V18-21  Submit in the workplace.

d.
V21-23  Follow the example of submission Jesus gave.

e.
I Peter 3:1-6  Likewise, in the same manner, wives submit to husbands.

2.
Many husbands want to believe we have reached the end of the road right there, but read on.
B. V7a  “Likewise ye husbands” means the husband has a role of submission to fill as well.

1. Many husbands have been married for years and have never submitted themselves to their first priority regarding earthly roles and earthly relationships.

a.
Obviously our first priority is to love God; Jesus made that very plain.
b.
But husband, your number one, top, and foremost priority and responsibility in earthly relationships is your wife.

c.
Ephesians 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it.” 
d.
Love = cherish, protect, nourish, love.

2.
Many husbands are first an employee, a businessman, a career person.  In other words, his job gets priority over his wife.  He is motivated by job, position, and career.  He has not given near the care to nurture his relationship to his wife as he has to the job.  He is not submitted first to being a husband.
3.
Many husbands never “leave father and mother” to cleave to their wife.  It is not wrong, of course, to honor parents.  But some husbands give far more attention to staying friends with dad, than building a friendship with their wife.
4.
Many husbands are first sportsmen, then husbands.  They know the latest fishing technology, they study and practice golf, they are driven softball players.  But if they poured half that energy into loving their wife, they would have a great marriage.

5.
Many husbands are first dads.  But sir, when the children are gone and pursuing their own dreams, it’s you and mama!  Your wife is first.

6.
Yes, it’s true.  Many a husband is disappointed with marriage and the thrill is gone because he became an enthused student of everything but his wife.

II.
V7b  two-fold responsibility of the husband
A. Know thy wife. (Dwell with them according to knowledge.)
1. Some men sit like a king on a throne, thinking the wife is so blessed.  If she told him all she wanted to tell him about her needs and his indifference to them, he would experience the humiliation of his life. 
2. Despite all that godless psychology says to the contrary, there are fundamental differences in men and women that we do not innately know.  We must learn! Men should be students of their wives: their needs, their dreams, their feelings, their hurts, their goals, their disappointments.

3. Why should a husband be satisfied with a wife that tolerates him, when he can have her love and friendship.  It will not happen automatically.
4. It may mean dropping out of a league and getting acquainted with the wife.  It may mean working less hours and living within your means to have time to learn to understand her needs.  Her need is not more money; she needs her husband.
B. Honor thy wife. (Assign honor to your wife.)
1. Honor = respect; recompense; reverence.
2. The wife is the weaker vessel.  
a.
That does not imply the husband is strong, and the wife is weak; rather the husband is weak, and the wife is weaker.
b.
She is not a dumber vessel; she is not a helpless vessel; she is not a subservient vessel.
c.
She is the weaker vessel.  Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and made to be the man’s helpmeet (I Timothy 2:13-14).
3.
Honor and respect her, and teach your children to do the same.

III.
V7c  AS BEING HEIRS TOGETHER OF THE GRACE OF LIFE
A. Galatians 3:26-29  “For ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”
1.
Husband, honor your wife.
2.
She is saved, just like you; an individual priest like you; and heir of God’s promises like you; going to heaven like you; and capable of spiritual growth and understanding of the wisdom of God just like you.

B. And, the wife is the husband’s first responsibility.
Conclusion:  Yes, there is hope for the home that believes and practices this very truth.  

