HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXI – “Hope As A Christian”

I Peter 3:8-11
Introduction:  I Peter 2:21 admonishes us to follow in Jesus’ steps.  That is what a Christian is: someone who follows in Jesus’ steps; someone who endeavors, at least, to imitate Jesus.  Therefore, if we heed I Peter 3:8-11, then we are being Christians; we are like Jesus.
What would have an impact upon our communities and upon the unregenerate around us?  It would be for saved people to be Christians; for believers to conduct ourselves in Christ-like fashion in our dealings with one another.

Now consider our text for this lesson in its context. Notice V8: “Finally.”  That tells us that Peter is finalizing a thought or a subject that he had begun previously.  What is he finalizing and how does it all tie together?
· I Peter 2:11-12  He is dealing with our conversation among the Gentiles; unbelievers.  Our conduct before the ungodly matters.
· I Peter 2:13-3:7  We witness for Christ by submission to civil authority (2:13-17), by submission in the workplace (2:18-21), by a saved wife submitting to her husband (3:1-6), and by a husband submitting to his role as a husband (3:7)
· I Peter 3:8 “ Finally.”  Now Peter is going to tell us how to conduct ourselves toward one another.

We are to submit ourselves to one another, and for the same reason as in the previous verses.  The unbelievers are beholding.  This unbelieving world needs to see Christianity – not buildings, property, buses, or trappings of success – but true Christian behavior. 
i.
the world ought to see christian love somewhere 

A. James 3:14-16  This is all the world knows. 

1.
The unbelieving world can only function with worldly wisdom.
2.
Worldly wisdom can only produce envy, strife, confusion, and evil. Why?  Because it is earthly, sensual, and devilish. 
3.
Consider the life of the unbelieving man.
a.
He begins by reading the morning paper and seeing confusion, evil, and strife.

b.
Then he’s off to work in the morning traffic. The other drivers don’t love and consider the other.  No, there is more strife and confusion.

c.
At work he does not find love and tranquility and a lot of happy workers.  No, there is envy, confusion, backstabbing, griping, lying, dirty jokes, adultery, etc.

d.
He gets home after another bout with traffic, but usually finds no peace.  The wife is tired, the bills need paid, the washer is broken, the kids are unhappy, and many homes resemble a mad house.

e.
He takes Junior to little league where he cusses the umpire, fusses with the coach, hates the other parents, etc.

B.
The world should see a difference in us.
1.
Suppose that unbelieving man wanders into a Baptist church one Sunday or Wednesday night.
a.
He immediately sees cliques and is ignored by some.  The church is voting on new carpet and some express their displeasure.  The preacher is upset and so are the deacons.  The church has chosen sides and unkind things are said, accusations are made, and the money is misspent.

b.
He thinks, “This is just like everything I’ve seen everywhere I’ve been!”

2.
Rather, that unbeliever ought to walk into a New Testament Baptist church and know immediately: This is different!  This is it!
3.
So Peter tells us how we ought to conduct ourselves toward one another.
II.
V8-9  how to treat fellow believers in the church
A. V8  “Love as brethren.”
1. More is said in V8-9, but this is central: “Love as brethren.”

2. If we love as brethren, the other matters will fall in place.
a. There will be unity and the same mind.
b. There will be no quarreling.
c. There will be apologies over offenses and forgiveness granted.
d. There will be a sharing of each others griefs, heartaches, and burdens.

3. Do you love the brotherhood?  Or do you pop into church on Sunday and the rest of your life is consumed with people who have no use for the family of God?
B. V8-9  The unbeliever ought to sense brotherly love.
1. V8  One mind; unity - not conformity, but a oneness as we are one body with many members that are Holy Spirit filled.
2. V8  Compassion – not calloused and hardened toward grief.
3. V8  Pitiful – forgiving; not harboring ill will and resentment.

4. V8  Courteous – humble.

5. V9  Not rendering evil for evil – but on the contrary, blessing.  (Out of several hundred members, the likelihood is that one or two are going to be carnal and out of sorts with God and others.  So, when someone renders evil, what will you do?  Get even?  No, bless them!)
6. We are talking about being a Christian.

7. Now, that unbeliever who sees strife and confusion and envy and evil on every hand walks into the church.

a.
Folks are sharing a burden and weep together at the altar.

b.
The vote is unanimous.

c.
He sees forgiveness, humility, and kindness.

d.
And he concludes, “This is real!”
III.
V10-11  THE GOOD LIFE
A. “The good life” is not found in worldly success and pleasures.

1.
It is not in booze and partying.
2.
It is not in money and wealth and possessions.
3.
It is not in fame and popularity.
B. V10-11  The good life is in being a Christian.
1.
It is not only a witness to the world, but it is the good way to live.
2.
V10  It is found in control of the tongue.
3.
V11a  It is found in eschewing (running from) evil and doing good.
4.
V11b  It is found in seeking peace.

Conclusion:  Look at the blessings!  Not only does the lost man see hope by seeing a believer be a Christian, but the Christian is blessed.  God’s eyes are upon him and His ears are open to his requests.  Psalm 34:12-16
