HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXII – “Answering With Hope”

I Peter 3:12-17
Introduction:  We have spent considerable time and energy in previous lessons (I Peter 2:11-3:11) about our responsibility as believers to a lost and unbelieving world, among which we are pilgrims, strangers, and sojourners.  The key word of that section is submission.  We stop the foolish accusations and slanders of a spiritually blind and ignorant world by living the Christian life in submission.
· Submission to civil authority.
· Submission in the workplace.

· Submission in the home.

· Submission to one another in our church and Christian life.

Now let’s assume we heed and obey I Peter 2:11-3:11 and become humble and submissive in all required realms.  Does that mean that the world – the Christ-rejecting order of life – is going to say, “Okay, very good.  Now we see, and we thank you and love you and want to get along with you!”?  No!  In fact, in John 3:19-20, Jesus said men love darkness and evil deeds.  The truth is that the more rightly we live and the more holy we are, the more hated and despised we will be by some.

V12 is a major incentive to live a good life.  Who would not desire God’s care and the attention of His eyes and ears?  Now notice V13: “And . . .”  Peter is continuing on with the same thought of V12 and says, “And who is he that will harm you if ye be followers of that which is good?”  He then begins to instruct the believer on how to deal with persecution and ill treatment as a result of godliness.  Remember, this world in general and our society in particular will grow increasingly hostile toward true Christianity.  As a result, some fear and say, “Oh my, what will we do?”  Peter gives the answer.
i.
V13-15a  Fear; but set your fear where it ought to be 

A. V13-14  Don’t fear the evil doer; don’t fear the persecutor. 

1.
V14  “But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake.”  The possibility certainly exists.
2.
Notice the question of V13.  Is there such a kind of person that would desire to harm you for doing good?  
a.
Yes; Jesus experienced it and so did Peter and the apostles.

b.
Peter is not speaking words that make good preaching but don’t work in reality.  He is speaking from experience.
c.
In Acts 5, Peter and the apostles preached with great results. The high priest and the Sadducees put them in prison, but the angel of the Lord freed them and the next morning they stood in the temple preaching Christ.
d.
They were taken back before the council, who wanted to kill them but were persuaded otherwise by Gamaliel.  The council beat the apostles and let them go.
e.
Acts 5:41-42  They departed from the presence of the council rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.

3.
V14  “Be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled,” Peter writes. 
a.
“But Peter, didn’t you have fear?”  

b.
Yes, but notice what Peter feared.

B.
V15a  “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts.”
1.
Or, rather than fearing man, set God aside as the object of your fear.
2.
The present climate is not favorable to Bible Christianity and you may be assured it will not get better.
a.
Therefore, you should be afraid . . . unless you fear God!
b.
The citizens of this country who have the greatest cause for fear are those who trust man; who put trust in leadership void of godly values; who don’t fear God.  They will be disillusioned, confused, and desperate because human government without God brings despair to its citizens.

c.
If you fear God, you need fear no one else!

3.
The disciples were beaten and threatened.  This was awful!  But because they feared God and not man, how did their beating and persecution affect them?  They rejoiced!
4.
How could they rejoice?  How could that be?  Read V12.
II.
V15b  And the world will see hope in you and ask the reason for it
A. Picture the worldly American down the road.
1. He sees higher taxes, more crime, moral decline and all the associated ills, military weakness in conflict, etc.
2. There are no answers from government; just hollow promises.
B. Now here is the God-fearing believer.
1. “Living by faith, in Jesus above! Trusting, confiding in His great love!”  “He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!”  “Some day He’s coming, O glorious day!”

2. Oh yes, his life maintains joy, peace, and confidence.
3. While the world is scared stiff and afraid to spend, the believer tithes, and increases his Faith Promise to missions, and experiences the joy and blessings and provisions from giving.

4. The world has despair; the believer has hope!

C. “What is the reason for the hope that is in you?” the unbeliever would ask.  What will you say?

1.
“Well, you see, you are a citizen here and all your hope is wrapped up here in the government, economy, etc.”
a.
The unbeliever has hope; oh, yes!
b.
He hopes his job holds; he hopes interest rates don’t get too high; he hopes he can send his kids to college; etc.

2.
“I am a stranger here, a sojourner, and my hope is not here but in heaven.”

a.
“How did it happen?  I’m glad you asked.  Jesus came into my life.”

b.
Give your testimony of salvation.

c.
V15c  With meekness and reverence for God, tell them how Jesus brought a hope to your life that is not affected by the crazy ways of this unstable, wicked world.

D.
Can you answer?  Perhaps a better question is: Does anyone ask?
1.
Is there enough difference in your life and the life of the man of the world that he would ever ask?
2.
If not, are you saved?  Have you been born again?
Conclusion:  V16  Is your conscience clear and clean when you answer that you are a Christian?  You must be born again.
