Hope For The Pilgrimage
I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXIII – “Hope Through Christ’s Suffering”

I Peter 3:17-18 & 22
Introduction:  In studying the Scripture and hearing the Scripture, we spend a great deal of time trying to understand the history, the story of Scripture, and the application. We should want to know the flow of the Bible story to gain the knowledge and application that helps us live the Christian life. In this lesson series on I Peter, we have worked hard at doing that.  “Hope For The Pilgrimage,” that is our theme.
However, from time to time it is wonderful and needful to pause; to stop and recall why we are even interested in Bible truth and in Christian living and why we are people of hope. It is because of what Peter mentions in V18: Jesus suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God. 
Peter is doing very much the same thing here that he did in chapter two.  In I Peter 2:18-25, he tells the servant that is suffering wrongfully to take it and to be submissive and patient. I Peter 2:21 tells us to follow Christ’s example, and in V24 he tells us that Christ suffered the punishment for all our sins, bearing our sins in His own body on the tree. Peter just cleared off a spot, so to speak, to talk about Jesus providing salvation for us. 

Now in chapter three, he is speaking about suffering for doing good. Well, of course there is no greater example of that than the suffering of Jesus Christ.  So Peter seizes the opportunity once again to talk of our great salvation and how it came about. Let’s do the same and rejoice in the grace of God through Jesus Christ. 
i.
V18  The HEart of the verse is the heart of the matter: That he might bring us to God 

A. As sinners, we could not come to God; we had to be brought to God. 

1.
Romans 3:10-11 and Romans 5:6-8 describe the situation. 
2.
The sinner is in a state of spiritual death, so that he could not and cannot arise and come to God of himself. It is impossible!
3.
We were born in sin and separated from God. In Adam, we were dead; dead in sin and dead to God.
B. Every unbeliever must be brought to God the only way a sinner can be brought to God.
1. Attendance at church will not bring you to God.
2. The waters of baptism did not and will not bring you to God.
3. A moral life will not bring you to God. 

4. Good thoughts about God will not bring you to God. 

5. John 6:44 “No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.”  He draws men by Jesus, the life line.
6. Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 
7. Yes, if we are to arrive at God - if we are to come to God at all - it must be by an act of His mercy and His grace.
II.
V18 That he might bring us to god, christ once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust
A. Think about it this way, believers:
1. The next time you are afraid and you call to God and He calms your fears . . .

The next time you need comfort and you come to God and He comforts . . . 
The next time you have need and call to God and He supplies . . .
The next time you feel lonely and you call to God and He answers and helps . . .
The next time there is danger and you pray to God and are delivered . . .
The next time you just know you’ve been with God . . .
Then remember that Jesus was made to suffer for all this to be possible.  
2.
Jesus suffered once for sins that He might bring us to God.  Our access to God is possible because Jesus suffered.  (Romans 5:1-2)
B. Never forget that the Just One suffered for us unjust ones.
1. II Corinthians 8:9  He suffered loss of the comforts of heaven to come to earth as a man.
2. II Corinthians 5:21  He suffered loss of the perfect relationship with the Father on that cross.  “…He hath made Him to be sin…”

3. Hebrews 13:12-13  “Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore without the camp, bearing His reproach.”  He suffered reproach.
4. All this, besides the fact that in His humanity He suffered the physical anguish and pain that you would experience were you treated the same way. V18 “Being put to death in the flesh…”
5.
All this that He might bring us to God.  Dear soul, don’t forget that when the world, when family, when other saved folks disappoint you. Remember what Jesus suffered to bring you to God.
6.   You would have made it to God no other way.  He was put to death in the flesh, the Just for the unjust!

III.
V18b&22  BUT HE LIVES AND REIGNS
A. V18  Christ suffered once (and only once), being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.
1.
Yes, He suffered and died.
2.
But after three days and three nights was raised from the dead.  (Acts 2)
B. V22  He has gone into heaven with the spirit world of God’s created beings being subject to Him (doing His bidding).
1.
Hebrews 1:7   His angels are spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.
2.
Psalm 103:20-21  His angels excel in strength, do His commands, hearken to His voice, and do His pleasure.
3.
I Peter 3:12-13  His eyes behold, His ears hear, and He dispatches His minister to work on our behalf.  Many of us could give personal examples of times He saw, He heard, and He helped.
Conclusion:  My friend, there is hope, even in our world. He is a faithful God who gave His Son to suffer 
          for us.
