HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXXIII – “Hope Against the Adversary”
I Peter 5:8-11
Introduction:  After Jesus was raised from the dead, He appeared unto Peter and six other disciples at the Sea of Galilee.  As they sat by the fire, just days after Peter’s denial of knowing Jesus, Jesus asked him three times of his love for Him and said, “Feed my lambs,” and “Feed my sheep.”  Here in chapter five, Peter talks as a shepherd; a pastor.  Through this study of I Peter, it is evident that Peter loved Jesus’ sheep.
It appears Peter’s own words of instruction end in V11, and then the letter is signed off by Silvanus, which could very well be Silus.  So we will consider the final words of the letter, V8-11.  There are several ways we could approach these final words of Peter.  However, the idea that seems to stand out is this: things common to God’s sheep.  There is comfort in this!  As you attempt to follow Jesus as a stranger, pilgrim, and sojourner in this wicked world, sometimes you will feel so all alone and will feel like you are called upon to suffer for Jesus unlike anyone else.  But Peter relates in these four short verses things that are common to all believers and that are cause for great hope and encouragement.  There is hope against the adversary.
Let’s notice some things all God’s sheep have in common.
i.
V8  A COMMON ADVERSARY – THE DEVIL
A.
V8a  A wake-up call.
1. V7&8a  Notice carefully: Total trust in Jesus does not relieve us of duty.
a. V7 “Casting all your care upon him…”

b. V8 “Be sober, be vigilant….”

2.
Definitions: 
a. “Sober” = self control.
b. “Vigilant” = awake and alert.

3.
Can’t you just feel Peter reflecting back on that night in the garden when he could not stay awake one hour to pray and the next day denied Jesus?  Peter knew by experience; he had heard the lion’s roar and because he had not been sober and vigilant, but slept, his testimony for Jesus was devoured.
B.

V8b  Our adversary is on the prowl.
1. Definitions:
a. “Satan” = adversary.
b. “Devil” = accuser; slanderer.

2. Satan goes about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.  
a. That is his purpose.
b. “Walketh about” = on the prowl.
c. This speaks of the restless energy of the devil, our accuser and enemy.

d. Job 1:7  Satan appeared before the Lord and was asked, “Whence comest thou?”  Satan replied, “From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.”
C. Some facts about lions and their roar.
1. Most roaring occurs at night from 3-6 a.m., the darkest hours.
2. The roar can be heard up to five miles in the wild.

3. The lion roars to create fear, to gather the pride, to claim territory, and to intimidate prey.

D. Now recall in I Peter 4:12 the believer’s “fiery trial.”
1. The coming persecution was Satan roaring for the Christian to back off.  He says to the believer, “You are on my turf.”
2. He roars in the darkest hours of persecution and suffering.

3. Just the talk of persecution and suffering affliction instills fear in many.  (Many can’t live for Jesus in easy and prosperous times, let alone when they are opposed and persecuted.)

4. This leads us to the next point.
II.
V9&10a  A COMMON CALL – AFFLICTIONS AND SUFFERING FOR CHRIST
A. 
II Timothy 3:12 We must borrow from Paul.
1.
“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”
2.
The statement is either true or false!
3.
The later and darker the hour, the more it will be evident.
B. 
V9&10  Peter (and Paul) give two great thoughts about afflictions and suffering for Christ. 
1.
V9  It is common to our brothers and sisters everywhere and in all ages.
a.
The story of Jesus’ church is written in blood.

b.
Whether it is brothers and sisters in the U.S. or in China or the Ukraine, there will be this in common: The world opposes Christ and Christians.

2.
V10  God uses momentary suffering to strengthen and prepare us for eternal glory.
a.
Romans 8:16-18  “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the  children of God . . . if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together.”
b.
II Timothy 2:11-12  “It is a faithful saying . . . If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him…”
c.
Momentary suffering, then eternal glory.  Due to sin, that’s how it is in God’s order of things.  There is no reigning without suffering.

d.
I Peter 5:6  Our main duty is to humble ourselves before God - even to the point of suffering - and then He will take care of the reigning and exalting in due time.

III.
V9a&10b  A COMMON ABILITY – RESIST THE ADVERSARY AND GROW IN CHRIST
A.
V9a “Whom resist stedfast in the faith.”
1.
That the devil is a powerful foe is no question.
a.
Jude 9  Michael the archangel said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke thee.”
b.
You and I in our own strength are no match for Satan.

2.
But we resist him by faith in and submission to God.

3.
Satan goes about as a roaring lion, but Jesus is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5).  “Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.”

4.
Don’t resist suffering and persecution by compromising!  Resist the adversary!
B.
V10b  When we resist Satan and submit to suffering, God will perfect, stablish, strengthen, and settle.
1.
The text does not say, “Okay, you who are strong, mature, stablished, and settled resist the roar of the adversary.”

2.
No!  Whoever you are, you have a common ability to submit to God and in so doing resist the devil and God will perfect you, stablish you, strengthen you, settle you.
Conclusion:
  V11 A common goal in mind: Glorify God and submit to His dominion.
