

Lesson 10
Provision in Spite of Failure
Main Idea:  Though we grieve God with our poor decisions, he still makes provision to have the best relationship possible with us.
Text:  1 Samuel 10
Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience & judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate who God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

Sometimes we make poor decisions based on evil desires.  In other words, because we do not always have the love for God that we should, our decisions can often be distorted and cause us to choose a path that God did not intend for us to take.  Though some decisions can be reversed, changed, or repented of, there are some that we are stuck with.  This does not mean that our life is over.  True, we have removed ourselves from God's intended plan for our lives.  However, God still desires a right relationship with us and in a way writes a new set of rules and makes it possible for us to be right with him and be blessed by him, in spite of the fact that we have removed ourselves from his intended plan.  In the following lesson, watch how God blesses, guides, anoints and enables Saul in spite of the fact that he is clearly displeased with Israel’s desire to reject God and have a king.  Notice the deep love God has for his people, though his people do not even come close to deserving it.
I. God anoints, directs, and empowers Saul so that he may be the best king possible. (Vs. 1-13, 26)

a. Samuel anoints Saul, which means God anointed him.

i. This assures Saul that it was GOD’S CHOICE to make him king.

ii. Anointing a king points to the Messiah (which means, “Anointed one”).

iii. As Christians we have been anointed with the Holy Spirit (1 John 2:20, 27 – unction, anointing = synonymous terms.)  Technically, this makes us kings and priests! (Rev. 1:6)

b. Samuel gives direction and guidance to Saul, showing that God is with Saul rather than against him.  (Vs. 2-8)

c. Saul is given another heart and is empowered by the Holy Spirit. (Vs. 9-13)

d. Saul is given a band of men, whose hearts God had touched. (Vs. 26)


II. Yet God is clearly not pleased with the decision they are making.  (Vs. 17-25)

a. God recalls their history to prove that he has never let them down.

b. He then points out that wanting a king was nothing less than rejecting God.

c. It seems as if he is pointing out that Saul is a pathetic replacement of himself. (vs. 22)

d. Yet God still anoints Saul, gives him another heart, and gives him a group of men whose hearts he had touched.  Why?  Because God is determined to have the best possible relationship, that he can with his people.


Discuss:


Under this new form of government, is God giving blessing and guidance?


Does it appear from what we have looked at so far that God is turning his back on his people for rejecting him and choosing a king?


Notice how humble Saul is in vs. 14-16 & 21-23.  Then read 15:17.  What is one of the traits that God is looking for in people he will use?


What do you make out of God giving Saul a new heart or turning him into another man?  Why did God do that?





Discuss:


What does God think about kingship?  Why?


How was wanting a king a rejection of God?


So why is God blessing in spite of this whole situation?


Does God bless us even though Adam and Eve spiraled us all into sin?  What does all this teach us about God and his relationship to mankind?








