THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 11 – “Joy And Jesus’ Commandments”

“Part 2: The Hard Part of the New Commandment”

John 13:34-35 & 15:9-19

Introduction:  At the risk of redundancy (which in teaching and preaching is not always bad), we must be reminded of the order of Jesus’ teaching that leads to His joy overflowing in His disciples.

· Abide in Him and in His love;

· As an abiding branch, bear fruit;

· Experience His joy that remains and even overflows!

This is the clear teaching of Jesus in John 15:1-11.  So, His joy is the result of fruit bearing, which is possible only through abiding in Him.  Notice carefully V10: As Jesus abided in His Father’s love by obedience to His Father’s commands, so does Jesus’ disciple abide in Jesus’ love by keeping His commandments.  And V11, again, assures us that we will then have His joy, that it will remain, and that it will be full!  Abiding in Him by obedience to Him is nothing short of essential to knowing His joy.  This cannot be overstated.

Our present study has to do with Jesus’ commandments, and specifically with the commandment that we love one another.  Jesus raises the standard in this matter, as was explained in the last lesson and as will be seen in this lesson and the next.  From the standpoint of human reasoning, we have come to the hard part of the New Commandment. I will attempt to show why this part of the New Commandment seems hard, and also how Jesus said to deal with the difficulty.

i.
13:34 & 15:12  we are commanded to love others as christ loved us

A. 13:34 & 15:12  Jesus’ words are abundantly clear.

1. A paraphrase: “As I have been loved by My Father and as I have loved you, in the same manner, you are to love one another.”

2. Without the clarity of Jesus’ words as recorded by John, let me illustrate the approach that would be taken by modern day Sunday school teaching.

Teacher/facilitator: “Okay, class, verse 12 of The New Modern Version for Contemporary People of Faith and Hope suggests that maybe Jesus would have us love others.  Now, what does that mean to you?”

Class member: “Uh, well, to me it just means, uh …”

Another class member: “You know, I’ve always believed blah blah blah because I saw a movie once and it taught me blah blah blah.”

Another class member: “Well, uh, I think it means yak yak yak, ‘cause I heard Dr. Knowsomuch on the TV and ya know he’s studied Greek under Dr. Knowmore and yak yak.”

Teacher/facilitator: “Oh, those are all very good ideas.  Isn’t it wonderful that we can read our new versions and everyone get something so different from each other and all of it be so good?  Oh how nice.  Now, let’s see what else we think Jesus might have said according to how we feel about it.”

3. Quite frankly, it does not matter what I think or what you think about what Jesus has said.  “Love one another as I have loved you.”  (15:12)  “. . . as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.”

4. Nothing about Jesus’ words indicates that we may make of His words what we wish, then possess His joy.  No way!  We are not at liberty to concoct our own definitions, bring in all the social and cultural considerations, and then conclude that we are free to practice this teaching according to how we feel.

5. Notice one more time how emphatic this is: 13:34 & 15:10 ,12, 14, 17.  Is there anyone that cannot understand that if we want His joy we must do what He says?  Please, this is not difficult!

B. 15:9  Jesus loved with the highest possible affection conceivable.

1. V9a  “As the Father hath loved Me.”

a. Who dares make a stab at defining the love of the eternal Father for His infinite Son?

b. See 17:24 & 26.  Jesus has forever received the highest affection possible from His Father with Whom He is co-equal.

2. V9b  “So have I loved you.”

a. As Jesus knew love, or being loved, so He loved.

b. He does not love us with a love like His Father’s love to Him.  He loved with the Father’s love, with Whom He is co-eternal and co-existent.

3. 13:34 & 15:12 & 17  Having received His love wherewith He is/was loved, we are to love one another and others.

4. Objection:  “This is hard!”  Answer: “No, it is not hard; it is impossible!”  Indeed it is impossible from the human standpoint.  No amount of mere human effort can obey Jesus’ command.

5. But, there is good news!

a. Romans 5:1-5  The love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost of God which is given to us.

b. Yes, God’s love wherewith He loves His Son and by which His Son loves us, is in us by the Holy Ghost.

c. Now are we able to love as He loves?  Yes!  I mean, No!  Actually He is able to love as He loves, through us, as we abide in Him.

6. See the following verses:

a. John 15:5c  “Without Me ye can do nothing.” (Which would include obeying this commandment.)

b. Philippians 4:13  “I can do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth me.”

c. Galatians 2:20   “. . . yet not I, but Christ liveth in me . . .”

II.
the character of such love

(Note: So much could be said of the character of this love, but we will limit ourselves to our text.)

A. 13:1 An unconditional love.

1. G. Campbell Morgan reminds us that Jesus foreknew His disciples; that He most certainly did.

2. V1b  Yet He loved them to the end.  Morgan said, “He saw it through.”

B. 13:2-17  His love is of a humble and serving character.

1. A reading of the account reveals that Jesus’ disciples did not love Jesus and did not love each other.

2. Does someone take issue with my assertion that they did love Jesus or each other?  Then I will explain.  They did not love Him or each other as He loved them!

a. How do we know?

b. It is simple: Who was the servant?  Who washed dirty feet? 

c. All the disciples knew it needed to be done.  Only Jesus loved enough to serve.  Always remember, love is a verb, not a noun.

C. 15:13  His love is self-sacrificing.

1. Let the verse speak.

2. Whether or not we are called upon to make the ultimate sacrifice, the fact remains that His love in us is manifest by a willingness to sacrifice self.

3. We will be called upon to sacrifice our life goals and ambitions; our own rights and will; our own bitterness and grudges, etc., etc.

Conclusion:  Notice 15:17-19.  This world does not love true discipleship.  As true believers and followers of Jesus, if we do not love one another, this world can be a very lonely place.

