THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 13 – “Joy And Jesus’ Commandments”

“Part 4: The Commandment Called The Great Commission”

John 15:10-11 & Matthew 28:16-20

Introduction:  The purpose for this series of lessons is to help God’s people know the joy of the Lord (1 Corinthians 1:24).  Thus far, this much is clear from Jesus’ teaching:

· We must abide in Christ;

· We must understand that obedience to Jesus’ commands is essential to abiding in Him;

· We must understand that as we abide in Him, He (the vine) will make us (the branches) fruitful.

· We must know that then, and only then, can we experience John 15:11; only then may we experience His joy to the full.

In the previous three lessons, we have begun to answer the question that obviously follows: “If knowing Jesus’ joy to the full is related to obedience to His commandments, then what does He command?”  The first command was easy to find; see 15:12 and 13:34-35 of John’s writings.  Jesus’ teaching on The New Commandment is so extensive in this section that we spent three lessons in our consideration of it.

This lesson has to do with another of His commandments commonly called The Great Commission.  I propose to show from Scripture that the joy we are to know is related to obedience to this commandment.

i.
individual and collective obedience and joy are at stake

A. Consider again The New Commandment.

1. I will make an individual decision to obey or not obey The New Commandment.

2. If I obey, I many expect, then, to abide in Christ, therefore to bear fruit, therefore to experience joy.  And I may experience that joy with or without the cooperation of others around me.

3. No one can make me not obey The New Commandment.  Therefore, no one can prevent Jesus’ full joy being a part of my life.

B. However, I am a part of something bigger than me; something collective: A New Testament church.

1. My obedience to The New Commandment cannot make the whole body have the joy I have.  

2. But my obedience may contribute to the collective joy or my disobedience may hinder the collective joy.

3. Since the Christian life is to be lived in the context of a New Testament church, do you think perhaps that full joy may have to do with the individual joy associated with obedience and the collective joy of the church?

4. Remember, we are a part of something bigger than any one person.

II.
Matthew 28:16-20  the commandment called the great commission

A. Make no mistake; The Great Commission is a commandment.

1. To commission someone is to give them authority and license to fulfill a function.  This Jesus does in The Great Commission

2. V18  Jesus has been given all authority (power) in heaven and earth, therefore the power to distribute authority belongs to Him.  The Great Commission is a wonderful term for Matthew 16:18-20; very appropriate.

3. V19-20  These words are a commandment.

a. Command = a mandate; an order backed by authority.

b. No necessary ingredient is missing to make this a commandment.   It is a commandment.

B. Jesus’ command is to be carried out by a collective organism: the church!

1. V16  Collective; the eleven.

2. Jesus and the apostles were the first church, and He authorized them and commanded that this work be carried out (V20) unto the end of the world or end of the age.

3. The command did not belong to apostles only, nor did it belong exclusively to them individually.  The command belongs to whatever will be perpetuated to the end of the age: His church (Matthew 16:18).

4. Obviously for Hillcrest Baptist Church to be obedient as a New Testament church to Jesus’ command, individuals must make the decisions to be obedient to the command.

a. Some have accepted the call to go to the mission field from this church and make it possible for us to obey the commandment to go into all the world.

b. Many members give by faith and in obedience to God (Faith Promise Missions Giving), and there the church obeys Jesus’ command by supporting over 60 missionaries to many different countries.

c. Not everyone is obedient on an individual basis, but enough members are obedient and enable us collectively to obey the command.

C. Question: How could disobedience to The Great Commission commandment position a person or church to know full joy from the Lord?

1. John 15:10-11  The verses are too clear.

2. I must therefore examine myself.  Am I obedient to The New Commandment?  Am I obedient to The Great Commission commandment?

3. I may, along with “my” church family, expect full joy of the Lord, inasmuch as I am obedient to Jesus’ known commandments.

III.
JOY IN OBEDIENCE TO JESUS’ COMMANDMENTS IS FOUND IN THE BOOK OF ACTS

A. Acts 1:8  The Acts account of The Great Commission commandment.

1. The church was assembled.

2. Jesus gave them the mandate: Acts 1:8.

3. Acts 8:1-7  The gospel begins to spread from Jerusalem.  Philip goes into Samaria with great results. In V6, they gave heed to Philip and miracles accompany.  Obedience to the Commandment is being carried out.

4. Acts 8:8  And there was great joy in that city!

B.
Acts 13  The Great Commission commandment is being carried out beautifully.

1.
Paul and Barnabas leave the sending church of Antioch of Syria.

2.
They sail to Cyprus and then into southern Asia Minor. In the cities they preach and miracle power accompanies, people are saved and churches are established, and the gospel is preached in obedience to the Commandment. 

3.
Read 13:49-52  Obedience is followed by joy!

C.
Acts 15:1-3  Reports of obedience to The Great Commission commandment spark great joy!

1.
Paul and Barnabas had returned from their first missionary journey, and spent a good while with their sending church of Antioch.

2. They were sent by the Antioch church to Jerusalem for special duty, and on their way stopped to report to the churches how that during their travels many Gentiles were saved.

3. Read 15:3.  Obedience to the commandment to evangelize “caused great joy unto all the brethren.”

Conclusion:  The lesson, I trust, is very clear.

· Obedience to Jesus’ commandments results in joy.

· Jesus mandated His church to evangelize.

· For “my” church to be obedient, I must choose as an individual to be obedient.

· As I obey, I experience joy; and as we obey, His church experiences the joy of the Lord to the full!

