

Lesson 14
Faith, Power and Foolishness?
Main Idea:  Faith activates God’s power, but human effort only frustrates it.

Text:  1 Samuel 14

Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience and judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

There are 3 groups that will illustrate who God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:


A popular song entitled, “Were It Not for Grace” describes the frustration that comes whenever someone tries to live the Christian life without God’s grace.  It simply cannot be done.  Ephesians 2:8, 9 clearly teaches us that we are saved by grace through faith and not of our own works, lest any of us should boast.  We understand this as a very clear New Testament teaching.  But did you know that God’s grace acted through faith instead of works even in the Old Testament?  We will see this principle at work in the story of Jonathan and his father Saul.


Remember in the last chapter how we saw that Saul had gotten the country into a mess.  He had picked a fight with a country whose army was much larger.  Not only that, but he had failed to even provide swords for his own soldiers, who we will see have dwindled down to a mere 600 men.  His disobedience has not exactly encouraged the blessing of God on the ensuing battle either.  Therefore, at the end of the last chapter, the Philistines are charging in upon sword less Israel and things are looking pretty bleak to say the least.  We have seen before, God is not limited to the odds.  He rather enjoys beating the odds as he did with Gideon in Judges.  What would cause God to act?  When you and I find ourselves in helpless situations, what are we to do?
I. Through Jonathan’s faith, God delivers Israel from the Philistines.

a. While Saul tarries with his army of 600 men,

b. Jonathan takes his armourbearer and plans to attack a garrison of the Philistines.  (Garrison – about 20 men, see vs. 14)

c. NOTICE HOW JONATHAN SEES THE BATTLE THROUGH THE EYES OF FAITH. (vs. 6)
d. He sets up a sign to determine if God is going to help him or not.

i. If when the Philistines see us they say, “Stay right there while we come over to you,” then we will stay still.

ii. But if when the Philistines see us they say, “Come over here,” then we will know that God is with us and will deliver them into our hands.

e. They sneak up and let the Philistines see them.

f. The Philistines say, “Come over here.  We’ve got something to show you.”

g. Upon hearing this, Jonathan says, “Let’s go kill some Philistines” and that is exactly what they do.

i. Jonathan would knock them down and his armourbearer would kill them.

ii. They killed 20 men in an area of half an acre.

h. Upon hearing this, the rest of the Philistines (who were as the sand of the sea if you remember from the last chapter, 13:5) are scared to death and begin to tremble.

i. Not only that, but the earth begins to quake too.  (Kind of reminds you of Paul and Silas!)

j. Not only are they scared, but also the Philistines begin to fight each other! (vs. 16, 20)

i. There are some striking similarities of this story with Gideon’s story.

ii. If you remember, the Midianites did the same thing while God’s people just stood by and watched!

k. Verse 23 sums it up – “So the LORD saved Israel that day: and the battle passed over unto Beth-aven.”  

All this victory was the result of Jonathan’s seemingly insignificant victory over 20     men.  No doubt, this was a great feat by Jonathan, but a loss of only 20 soldiers caused the Philistine army, which was as the sand of the sea, to kill themselves and run away.  That is supernatural deliverance from God.


II. Saul’s human efforts only get in the way and actually hinder God’s plan.

a. Meanwhile, though God is literally WINNING THE WAR FOR DISOBEDIENT SAUL, 

b. Saul decides to stick his fingers in everything.  After all, he is the king.

i. He numbers the people.

ii. Fetches up the ark of God.  (Wait Saul, that did not work last time remember!)

iii. Then he does something really dumb…He makes a vow that if anyone eats before the evening, they were to be cursed by God.

Why would Saul do this?

Did he think it would impress God?

Did he think this act of “devotion” would bring God’s power down any further?

Did God’s power even need to be called down any further?

Had he never heard the phrase, “If it’s not broke, don’t fix it?”  

iv. Remember Jepthah?  Saul’s story is similar to his.  He makes a foolish vow that only causes problems.  

v. Whenever we add works to God’s grace, it only causes problems.
vi. Back to Saul’s stupid vow:
1. It caused the people to be weak and weary and hindered them from further defeating the Philistines.
2. It caused the people to sin against God because of their starvation.
3. It caused Jonathan to sin accidentally, which hindered their prayer to God.

III. Interestingly enough, Jonathan’s faith not only caused God to save Israel, but also caused Israel to save Jonathan.

Notice what the people say when defending him.  “He hath wrought with God this day.”  I cannot help but think that there were those in the crowd mumbling under their breath saying, “That’s more than we can say for Saul.  I do not know for whom he was working.  That guy’s insane.”

IV. The result of God’s grace through Jonathan’s faith was Saul’s kingdom.  Vs. 47-52
Let not Saul take any credit for the army he now enjoys.  The only reason he even has one in the first place is because of God’s grace.

Conclusion:

God’s power comes when he sees people depending on him through faith, even for the impossible.  Are we depending on God for the impossible?  Or are we setting out to make it all happen on our own?  Are we trying to merit God’s supernatural blessing?  If we could somehow earn God’s blessing, then would we get the praise instead of him?  Let us determine to RELY ON GOD.  Let us refuse to keep trying to PULL OURSELVES UP BY OUR OWN BOOTSTRAPS.  God is looking for humble people who will call upon him to do impossible things.

Discuss:


What caused God to save Israel?


How much credit goes to Jonathan?  Some, but not all.


What gave Jonathan the courage to fight 20 men?


Do you think Jonathan knew this little skirmish would determine the entire war?


So why do you think he did it?


What does this say about even the smallest acts of faith?  Consider the boy who had the loaves and fishes in Jesus’ day.





Discuss:


Why do you think Saul chose to make this vow to God?


Did it produce ANYTHING positive?


Did it help Saul or his kingdom in any way?


Why then did he do it?


Why do we add to God’s grace?  Why do people work for God’s favor, blessing, and eternal life when he wants to GIVE it to them if they will only trust him for it?








