THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 15 – “Joy And Jesus’ Commandments”

“Part 6: Jesus’ Commandments, Words, and Sayings”

John 15:10-11 & Matthew 6

Introduction:  For the believer to experience the joy of the Lord, obedience to Jesus’ commandments cannot be ignored.  Obedience is essential to joy.  But what are Jesus’ commandments?

The first commandment of our discussion is simple to find.  “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another.”  (John 13:34)

In Lesson XIII, we considered The Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20 as one of Jesus’ commandments, which it most certainly is.  In The Great Commission commandment, Jesus said we are to evangelize, baptize, and “indoctrinize”(indoctrinate); “teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”  In learning what Jesus’ commandments are, we must be clear and understand, as it is directly related to experiencing His joy to the full.  How may we obey them if we do not understand what they are?  Please follow carefully.

· Read John 12:48-50.  The words Jesus spoke came as commandment from the Father.

· Read John 14:15, 21-24.

· V21  “He that hath my commandments and keepeth them . . .”

· V23  “. . .If a man love Me, he will keep my words.”

· V24  “He that loveth Me not keepeth not My sayings. . .”

I submit to you that Jesus’ commandments are His sayings and His words.  When we find His sayings and His words, we are to obey them as His commandments.  His joy is inextricably connected to obedience to His sayings/words/commandments.

In the last lesson, we made reference to Matthew 5 of the Sermon on the Mount, considering the Beatitudes and the contents of chapter five.  Is the Sermon on the Mount really Jesus’ commandments?  To know the answer we must only ask if the Sermon on the Mount is really His words; His sayings.  Please read the last words of the Sermon on the Mount as recorded in Matthew 5:24-29.  Yes, my friend, Jesus’ joy to the full is contingent upon our obedience to His words, doctrine, sayings, or commandments, and the Sermon on the Mount is the most extensive single sermon we have on record from Him.

Having given brief consideration to Matthew 5 of the Sermon on the Mount, we will give an overview of His sayings/words/commandments of chapter six. 

i.
V1-18  almsgiving, praying, and fasting

A. V1-4  The command is not to give alms, but how to be an almsgiver.

1. Almsgiving is not tithing and Faith Promise Missions giving.  

2. It has to do with acts of generosity to the poor and the needy; demonstrating benevolence.

3. It is understood that Jesus’ followers will be generous, but Jesus’ commandment is to do so with humility and a right motivation.

4. Joy to the generous is the result.

B. V5-13  The command here is not to pray, but how and how not to pray.

1. It is understood that Jesus’ followers will pray.

2.
The commandment is that we not pray as the hypocrites and the heathen pray.  Pray with a proper motive.

3.
Then in V9-13, He gives the beautiful pattern for prayer.

4.
Joy awaits the disciple who will act upon Jesus’ sayings on prayer.

C. V16-18  The commandment is not about fasting, but how and how not to fast.

1. It is understood that the believer will practice fasting.

2. The commandment of Jesus is to be real, not hypocritical; to have a pure motive.

3. Joy is in store for the believer who practices fasting as a result of a thirsting and hungering for God and His favor.

II.
V19-24  jesus’ commandments on earthly treasure and mammon

Note: Our purpose is not a verse by verse study, but a reference to the very important words/sayings/commandments of Jesus.

A. V19-23  Rather than earthly treasures mastering you, you use them for heavenly reward.

1. Please consider this: Wealth and treasure have no ability to make one have joy beyond a very shallow and temporary nature.

2. Certainly earthly treasure hoarded for self will not lead to the joy of the Lord.  It won’t lead to any meaningful joy, because selfishness and joy are not two words that go together well.

3. However, using the mammon or treasure of this earth to invest in people going to heaven gives a real and lasting joy; the joy of the Lord!

B. V22-24  Jesus’ words teach us to be singly focused on Him and the eternal.

1. We may serve God with our mammon (material possessions).

2. Or, we may serve mammon.

3. “Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

III.
V24-34  SERVE AND OBEY JESUS AND DO NOT WORRY!

A. V25-32  Jesus taught that our life view and practice are to be different than that of the Gentiles (unbelievers).

1. These verses do not teach thoughtfulness and reckless living for Jesus’ followers.

2.
He is teaching that our lives are not to be given to anxiety over the basic necessities of life, seeing as how He cares for birds and plants.  V26b  “Are ye not much better than they?”

3.
Question: How well do you think the words “worry” and “full joy” go together?  Obviously, they don’t fit together at all!

B.
V33-34  Joy awaits the person who first seeks matters of God’s kingdom and trusts Him for life’s necessities.

1.
“Trust and obey.”  The song is both basic and profound.  It is, in fact, precisely how we are to live, and joy follows.

2. V34  Did you ever wonder why you allow worry over the future to steal your joy when you have yet to make it through today?

Conclusion:  Remember, this Sermon on the Mount is a part of the “all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”  Surely we understand that joy follows obedience to His commandments/words/sayings.

