

Lesson 15
Who God Rejects
Main Idea:  God rejects people who reject his Word and are never even sorry about it.

Text:  1 Samuel 15

Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience and judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate whom God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

No one wants God to reject them.  But what does that even mean anyways?  To be rejected by God means that though God wanted to use you and bless you, now he will not.  He wanted to do great things with you, but now he would rather just stick you on the shelf.  It is similar to the idea in James 4:6 where it says that God resists the proud.  In this sense, it is as if God is standing with a stiff arm and keeping the individual at arms’ length.  Again, rejection from God is like his refusal to work with you any more.  Kind of a sickening thought isn’t it?  

So how does someone get to that point?  What causes God to reject people?  God rejects people when they reject his Word and are never even sorry about it.  By rejecting God’s Word, we are simply referring to disobedience.  Any time we go against what God teaches in his Word and decide to do what we want instead, we are in effect rejecting God’s Word.  Does this mean that every time we sin, we are rejecting God’s Word and thus he will reject us?  Must we be perfect or else suffer the rejection of God?  Yes and no.  When we sin, it is a form of rejecting God’s Word, but God knows we will sin and therefore demands that we repent of sin, confess it, and forsake it.  (1 John 1:9)  As we will see from Saul’s example, when we disobey God, then refuse to acknowledge that we were wrong, and just act like our disobedience really made more sense than obeying God’s crazy commands, we are in real trouble.
I. Saul was given a clear command, which he directly disobeyed.

a. Before this fiasco ever occurs, Samuel reminds Saul that God has CHOSEN him to be king and therefore instructs him to make sure he obeys the words of the Lord.  (Knowing how this story turns out makes verse 1 seem very tragic to me.  It is like when you know someone is going to get hurt and you are hoping they will just listen.)
b. Notice the clear command in vs. 2 and 3

i. It is time to get revenge on Amalek.  (See Ex.17:8 & Deut. 25:17-19)  Note: God remembers the evil people do to you.  He will eventually make things right.

ii. Utterly destroy ALL that they have (man, woman, child, animals, etc.)  God wanted COMPLETE EXTERMINATION.

c. Therefore, Saul gathers his army, now 200,000 strong and marches off to a city of Amalek. (This army seems much more prepared for battle than the silly 3,000 he had in chapter 13.)

d. He then destroys everyone and everything…almost.

i. He spares king Agag (who he was supposed to kill)

ii. He also spares the best of all the animals.  (After all, it would be a shame to let all these good animals go to waste.  Is God crazy?)

e. God expresses his regret in making Saul the king.  Why?

i. Saul had turned back from following God.

ii. Saul was not performing God’s commandments.

Bottom Line:  Saul is once again proving that he DOES NOT BELIEVE GOD’S WAY IS THE BEST WAY!  We will see his reasoning in a moment.


II. Even though Saul had clearly disobeyed God, he acts as if nothing is wrong and shows no remorse for his actions until it is too late.

a. When Samuel comes to call Saul on the carpet for his sin, look how Saul greets him.  “Blessed be thou of the LORD:  I have performed the commandment of the LORD.”  (Emphasis added)  NOTICE THE POWER OF SELF-DECEPTION.  Here he is trying to convince himself and others that everything is okay.  Why can’t he just be honest?  Why doesn’t he even feel bad?  Why isn’t he greeting Samuel saying, “Samuel, I think I’ve messed up?”  Isn’t that what we do?  Even in our most backslidden state, we can often try to cover it up and act like nothing is wrong.  Why live that way?  Do not.

b. Samuel asks, then why do I hear all these animals if you have obeyed the Lord?
c. Saul says, “Well, we kept all the animals to give for sacrifices to God.  Wasn’t that a great idea Samuel?

d. Samuel rebukes him for his pride and asks why he has disobeyed.  (Notice verse 17.  Saul was made king when he was little in his own sight.)

e. Again, Saul defends his actions, professing to have obeyed and making excuses for his failures.

f. Samuel gives Saul a key principle:  GOD TAKES MORE PLEASURE IN YOUR SIMPLE OBEDIENCE THAN IN ALL YOUR GREAT IDEAS.  (To obey is better than sacrifice)

i. He says rebellion is as witchcraft (Think about that one for a bit.)

ii. Stubbornness is iniquity and idolatry.

Key phrase in vs. 23:  Why did God reject Saul from being king? Because Saul rejected the word of the LORD.

Once Saul hears this, he starts confessing and wanting to worship God.  He even tears Samuel’s garment in an effort to get him to stay and worship with him.  However, it is too late.  God has made up his mind and has decided to give the kingdom to someone better than Saul was. (vs. 28, 29)
Conclusion:

None of us wants to be rejected by God.  However, if continue in a life of direct disobedience to God, then rejection is exactly what we can expect.  It is one thing to make mistakes or to fall to temptation, it is another to do it and then justify it rather than make it right with God.  If you are living in opposition to God, change.  Say you are sorry, acknowledge that you are wrong and that God is right and then change.  Experience the freedom of obedience to God.

Discuss:


What do you think Saul’s reasons were for sparing the king and the animals?


What does this reveal about how Saul felt about God’s plan?


Since Saul thought that his own plan was superior to God’s, what does this reveal about Saul?


So what is it that God has told you to do that you are refusing to do?  Doesn’t this mean you are rejecting the words of God and apparently find your own ideas to be better than his?





Discuss:


What causes someone to deny their faults?  Why can’t they just own up to it?


Have you ever had someone explain to you why they could not do right or why they did not obey you?  Does their reasoning typically justify their disobedience?


So why do we reason with God and/or justify why we do nott obey him?


Talk about the phrase “to obey is better than sacrifice.”  Why does God delight more in our obedience than in our sacrifice to him?


What was wrong with Saul’s “repentance” after verse 23?  Do you think he was sorry for his disobedience?








