THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 17 – “Prayer and Full Joy”

John 16:12-26

Introduction:  First, something to think about.  We believers are certainly beset by our fleshly nature’s resistance to that which God’s Word declares will be a source of joy; actually full joy.  I will explain.

We spent seven lessons teaching that the joy of the Lord is directly related to obedience to Jesus’ commandments.  It is very clear: Know and understand what Jesus commanded, obey it as His disciple, and experience His joy.  But His commandments are all contrary to the desire of our flesh and the ways of the world, so we battle and war with ourselves to be obedient and to know joy. (Romans 7)

Now, in our text, we are clearly taught that the joy of the Lord to the full is related also to prayer.  Be honest; do you know of a spiritual exercise that the flesh resists more than prayer?  Perhaps.  But there is no doubt that this flesh resists the discipline of prayer.  Remember when Jesus told the disciples to watch and pray lest they enter into temptation?  Peter and James and John slept instead.  Jesus told them, “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Matthew 26:41)

We may rest assured that the joy of the Lord to the full will be experienced by those who will be people of prayer.

Now, let’s consider the account of John 16:12-26.

i.
V12-26  JESUS TEACHES OF SORROW AND JOY

A. V12 Jesus had many things to say that they weren’t ready to bear (carry).

1. He taught them all for which they were ready as He neared “His hour”, the cross.

2. But notice Acts 1:3. After His resurrection, He spoke with them for forty days of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

3. So, in our text, He taught them all they were ready to know.

B. V16-22a  His words bring the disciples sorrow.

1. V16a  “A little while, and ye shall not see Me.”  Obviously, He is about to go to the cross and die and be buried.

2.
V16b  “A little while, and ye shall see Me.”  Obviously, He will rise from the dead and they will see Him again.

3.
V17-22a  The disciples were sad, and Jesus teaches them of His future and theirs.

a. He likens it to the travail and agony of a mother whose “sorrow” passes when the baby is born.

b. Jesus assures His disciples that theirs is a temporary sorrow.

Note: See V22b.  Jesus said He would see them again and they would have rejoicing in their heart that no man can take away from them.  There is debate (which we will not enter into) as to whether His being seen again has to do with the forty days they will see Him after the resurrection, or whether it is a reference to His second advent when He will reign in glory and unbroken joy.  It is a worthy discussion, but not really essential to our purpose in this lesson.  Let us leave it here, that the disciples will experience sorrow, then joy!

C. V22b-26  Jesus teaches them how to pray when He has ascended to the Father (see V28; when He goes to the Father).

1. V23a  For three years, when they needed to inquire or had need, they asked Jesus.

2. V23b & 24  After He departs, they will ask the Father in Jesus’ name.

3. This is new!  In V26, Jesus is telling them they will pray and go directly to the Father in Jesus’ name.

4. See V27. The Father loves you, too, so just go to Him in His name!

D. V23-24  Jesus tells them what will happen when they pray in His name to the Father.

1. V23a  “You will ask me nothing”  

a. See V19.  They desired to ask Jesus for understanding.

b. See V13.  The Spirit will guide them into all truth.

c. Jesus will be ascended to heaven.

2. V23b  The “asking” of this verse has to do with whatever they petition God for.

3. V24  Ask, receive, and know full joy.

E. The teaching of Jesus must be kept in perspective.

1. Jesus is teaching the disciples about doing the work He had prepared them to do, and for which He had promised the help of the Holy Spirit (John 16:13-14).

a. The furtherance of the kingdom of God is the issue.

b. The promise to give what they asked had to do with the work.

c. This has nothing to do with asking and receiving in matters that have to do with selfish desires and worldly ambitions.

2. Notice: Their desire was to obey Jesus and do His bidding.  Their asking was related to their desire.  Their receiving their petition was a source of full joy.

II.
JESUS’ WORDS TO THOSE DISCIPLES ARE HIS WORDS TO US

A. I Peter 1:3-8  Peter passes Jesus’ teaching on to us.

1. V6  We experience heaviness through manifold temptations.

2. V7 We experience trials of our faith.

3. V8 We do not now see Him, but still rejoice greatly.

4. We do not see Him now, but we do not despair.  He has promised us that we will see Him again.  Jesus will come again. (It is not our purpose to go into detail here.)

B. While we wait for Jesus’ return, we claim Jesus’ words.

1. We must make His business our business.

a. Please recall that we are here in this world to follow Jesus; to be His disciple.

b. His concern is the work of spreading the gospel; caring for souls; reaching sinners.

c. Surely we understand the asking has nothing to do with cars, toys, wealth, and pleasures.  It has to do with the business of the gospel.

2. We must pray and commune with the Father and bring our petitions to the Father in Jesus’ name.

a. Jesus is our access to the Father.

b. When we ask, the Father gives. 

c. V27  He loves us because we love Christ.

3. Answered prayer for the cause of the gospel is call for joy; full joy. 

Conclusion:  God helps us to be committed to prayer.  Does it sound logical to put prayerlessness and joy together?  Surely not.  To live as His disciples, prayer to the Father is essential.  Joy follows.

