

Lesson 19
Protection from the Most Powerful from the Most High
Main Idea:  God can protect his followers from even the most powerful of enemies.

Text:  1 Samuel 19

Introduction:

Read 2 Samuel 22:2-7.  Do you remember what this psalm of David serves as?  Correct!  It is one of the two bookends to the entire 2-volume set of 1 & 2 Samuel.  The other is Hannah’s song at the outset of the book in 1 Samuel 2.  Notice David’s first attribute of God that he praises here in these verses:  his protection.  For David, God was his primary protector.  He calls God his rock, fortress, deliverer, shield, horn of salvation, high tower, refuge, and saviour.  All right David, we get the point.  It makes sense too, because David faces more life-threatening situations than just about anybody I have ever heard of.  It seems like someone or something is always trying to kill David.  What we will see in this story is how God providentially delivers David out of the hand of one of the world’s most powerful men, King Saul.
I. Saul, who is perhaps the most powerful man on the planet, wants David dead.

a. Saul is a jealous, insecure, power-hungry maniac at this point.

i. David’s success (in Saul’s kingdom) only makes Saul fear and hate David more and more.

ii. He has already thrown a javelin at David once.

iii. He does so again in verse 10 after David’s latest victory over the Philistines.

b. At the outset of chapter 19, he gives orders to kill David.
c. Remember who Saul is:

i. He is the king of Israel, which is now a formidable country.  They have defeated the Philistines on a number of occasions and occupy some of the best property on the globe.

ii. The entire army is at his command.

iii. Kings are able to have people executed at the snap of their fingers.  Usually, when a king gives orders to kill someone, that someone is killed.

iv. He represents an enemy more powerful than the lion, the bear, and even Goliath.
II. But David finds deliverance time and again by the providential hand of God.
a. David gets help from Jonathan

i. Jonathan tells David of Saul’s plan.

ii. He also reasons with Saul and talks him out of killing David.

iii. Jonathan is an influential friend for David, for he is the son of the king.

b. David is delivered from yet another Philistine battle.  (This does not necessarily point to God protecting David from Saul, but it does most assuredly point to God’s protecting David period.

c. David escapes another javelin toss, again protected by God.

d. David gets help from Michal, Saul’s daughter.

i. Saul had sent his servants to David’s house in order to kill him.

ii. Michal tells David of her father’s plot and helps him escape by letting him down through a window.

iii. She then stuffs the bed with what appears to be David’s body and tells the executioners that David is sick.

iv. When they go to kill him, they find the bed filled with a dummy and Michal lies to cover her tracks.

v. Regardless, Michal did what she did to save David’s life.

e. David gets help from Samuel.

i. Samuel protects David in a unique way.

ii. Every time someone comes to collect David for his execution, the Spirit of God comes on them and they begin to prophesy, or proclaim the truth of God.  The bad guys get turned into good guys.
iii. Saul sends for his death more than once and the same thing keeps happening.

iv. Eventually, Saul goes after David himself and sure enough, he gets overwhelmed by the Spirit of God and prophesies as well.

v. Technically, David is not just getting help from Samuel, but it is obvious that the Spirit of God is preventing these men from hurting David.  So if there has been any question up to this point as to whether God is trying to protect David or not, this incident should clear all that up.


III. God’s followers should trust in God’s protection no matter how powerful a threat they come against.

a. Who was David?  He was a follower of God.  He was an obedient, faithful man after God’s own heart (which means he valued what God valued) and incredibly reliant on God’s protection and provision.

b. Who was Saul?  Saul was the most powerful man David had ever known who now wanted to kill him.  Saul would be the most life-threatening problem David would ever encounter.  He was also much more powerful than David was.  POINT:  DAVID WOULD NEED HELP IN ORDER TO LIVE.
APPLICATION POINTS:

· If you are in God’s will and following him to the best of your ability, you can count on his protection from even the most threatening circumstances.
· If you are NOT in God’s will and find that you have very little in common with David, then you may not be as protected as you think you are and should thus determine to get back under the protective umbrella of God’s will.

· As a follower of Christ, you will most certainly face opposition.  You must determine now that God will be your high tower and source of safety whenever the enemy tries to destroy you.  God is the only one who can protect you.

Discuss:


Why does Saul want David dead?


Who are the people trying to help David?


What significance do you see, if any, in the fact that two of Saul’s own children are the ones defending David?


What makes Saul a formidable foe for David?  Do you think he is more dangerous than Goliath is?


Should God be getting the credit for defending David?  Why?  Is it luck or providence that David has found good graces with two of the king’s kids?  How rare is it for an individual to escape the death sentence of a king?








