THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 19 – “The Joy of the Lord is Your Strength”

Nehemiah 8:1-12

Introduction:  The last phrase of V10 is a beautiful phrase: “The joy of the Lord is your strength.”  However, I feel if we asked for a clear explanation of the statement, we might find that it is, by itself, a rather obscure statement.  It is true; it is catching; it is positive.  What does it mean?  Is it just for dressing, or is it to help us see and understand?

The statement is not meant to stand alone.  To fully understand the meaning, it must be developed in its context.  Therefore, let us begin.

i.
THE BACKGROUND OF THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH

A. Nehemiah led a move to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity.

1. He had served as a cupbearer for the king of Persia.

2. By authority of the king of Persia, he returned to rebuild the walls of the city.

B. In the face of opposition, the wall was built in an amazing fifty-two days. (Nehemiah 6:15)
1. Nehemiah manifested great leadership in keeping himself and the people focused on the task.

2.
He refused to give in to fear, compromise, or official opposition.

C. All the success in the building of the wall did not mean the people were in a great spiritual state.

1. They had returned from seventy years of captivity.

2. They had need of a spiritual renewal; a revival.

3. Spiritual passion was had by Nehemiah, but not necessarily by the majority of the people.

4. However, with chapter 8, revival is on the way!

II.
the steps of the revival

Note: One notable commentator points out that after the walls were finished, the godly leader Nehemiah wasn’t yet satisfied.  He wanted to make sure that the life inside the walls was godly and right; an excellent point.

Note:  A reading of the eighth chapter makes it clear that the revival centered around the Word of God! Please follow.

A. V1-3 The Word of God was read.

1. The revival began with the reading of the Word of God!

2. “The Word of God is more vital than the opinion of 1,000 good men.” (Source unknown)

B. V4-6  The Word of God was respected.

1. V5 & 7b  The people stood for approximately six hours to listen to men read the Word.

2. Please recall that each family did not own fourteen copies of the Word, and they were dry and spiritually starving, needing a Word from God.  

3. We have no idea how dynamic the men were who read; they were just glad to get the Word of God.

4. V6  They responded with raised hands, “amens,” and worship.

C. V7-8  The Word of God was explained.

1. Remember, they had returned from seventy-plus years in Babylon.  They had learned the Chaldean tongue and thought, and when Hebrew was read it needed explanation.

2. In other words, they listened as the priests and Levites preached the Word.

3. The Word declared with plainness and power is always a part of revival.

D. V9  The Word of God was applied.

1. V9  The people wept when they heard the Word to understand it. 

2. The reason for their weeping and mourning was that:

a. They heard the demands of God’s law that they had long ignored.

b. They heard of feast days and observances not being observed.

c. They were convicted of their sins and wept before God.

3. Yes, the Word produced repentance in them.

4. They took the preaching personally, repented in their hearts, and purposed to apply what they understood.  Now notice carefully what follows.

III.
V10-12  CELEBRATION AND JOY!  THE JOY OF THE LORD!

A.
An attempt at clarity and plainness.

1. “The joy of the Lord is your strength.”

a. So, does this mean a person may then determine to reach down and therefore have joy?

b. Once they’ve made up their mind to have it, they do have it and then they are strong?

2. “Oh,” a believer says, “The joy of the Lord is my strength.  Okay then, I’ll have it and be strong.”  Is that how it is?  No!  Not quite!

B. The joy that is our strength comes by a godly process, not by human resolve.

1. One must hear and understand the Word of God.

2. One must respect and reverence the Word of God as the Word of God.

3. One must apply or appropriate the Word to the life, and submit one’s heart and life to it, confessing to sin and guilt with repentance.

4. V10-12  Having done that, wipe your tears and rejoice!  Rejoice in God’s Word!  Rejoice in His forgiveness and mercy!  Rejoice in His guidance and blessings.

Conclusion:  The joy comes from surrender to His Word!  Surrender is obedience, and obedience is abiding in Him, and abiding in Him is joy, and the joy of the Lord is your strength!  (John 15:1-11)

