

Lesson 1
Hannah & Peninnah
Main idea:  God wants to use people who are humble, dependent on him, and obedient.

Text:  1 Samuel 1:1 – 2:10

Introduction of 1 Samuel:

What kind of people does God want us to be?  Witch what traits are God pleased?  What causes him to bless and use some people and yet resist others?  We will face these questions in the study of 1 & 2 Samuel.  The two were actually written as one book, so we will study both at the same time.  We will also deal with themes that encompass both books.  Perhaps for their length they were split into two.
Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience & judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate whom God will use and reject:

1. Hannah & Peninnah

2. Samuel & Eli 

3. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Transition Period:  1 Samuel sees the transition from the time of the judges, when there was no king and the days of the kings.  The kings will carry the brunt of the responsibility concerning the spiritual temperature of the nation.  Under the reign of the kings, an entire nation would be blessed or cursed based on the kings’ willingness to submit to the Mosaic Law.
Introduction:
In the opening story, the stage is set for the rest of the book.  This is more than simply the account of how Samuel came into office.  It is a first glimpse revealing what kind of people God blesses and what kind of people God rejects.  Hannah was humble, dependent on God, and obedient.  She was right on the inside, though not so impressive to those around her.
I. Hannah is the type of person who realizes she is nothing special. – Humble (1:1-11)
a. Hannah had no children – again, a terrible thing in that day.  This completely took away what gave their lives purpose.

b. The LORD had shut her womb (vs. 6)

c. Her adversary (Peninnah, the other wife) made her life miserable because she had kids and Hannah did not.  Every time they went to worship, it only highlighted how much “better” Peninnah was than Hannah was.
d. It bothered her so much that she wept and could not eat.

e. Her response to God is not one of anger or bitterness, but HUMILITY.  See her prayer in vs. 11.  Nothing about it is demanding or complaining.


II. Hannah is the type of person who runs to God when she needs help.  – Dependent on God (1:9-18)
a. Hannah was in bitterness of soul – this means that she was heartbroken to the point of tears.  She was not bitter at God.
b. When Hannah’s heart was broken, SHE PRAYED.

c. She promised to give her son to the Lord if He would only give her one.

d. When she prayed, she did not pray out loud, she only moved her lips.
i. This proves that God does not need us to pray aloud in order to hear us.

ii. It also means that other people, like Eli, may think you have lost your mind or are drunk.

e. When Hannah prayed, she says that she poured out her soul before the LORD.  – This simply means that all that she let out was all that was in her heart.  She held nothing back.


III. Hannah is the type of person who honors her commitments to God. – Obedient (1:19-28)
a. Hannah had vowed to give the son God gave her back to the Lord (vs. 11)

b. Lo and behold, God answered her prayer.  (vs. 19-20)

i. The Lord remembered her. (what a wonderful thought)

ii. She named him SAMUEL, which means, “asked of God.”

c. As soon as she had weaned him, she fulfilled her promise and brought him to Eli where she would leave him.


IV. Because of the previous points, Hannah is also the type of person that gives all the credit to God.  (2:1-10)

a. It is said that Hannah’s song and David’s song in 2 Samuel 22 are like an envelope or two supporting pillars to the books of Samuel.  In them is revealed the essence of God’s provision, protection, and the types of people he blesses and rejects.

Conclusion:

Hannah’s nature is quite contrary to our fleshly nature.  We must purposefully decide to be humble, obedient, and dependent.
Discuss:


Since the LORD shut her womb, isn’t it fair to attribute her humility to the good working of God?


Can you see how God was working all things together for her good?  Even barrenness? (Romans 8:28)


When God deals you a bad set of circumstances, do you get angry with God or do you approach him humbly as Hannah did?


Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10.  How does this relate to Hannah’s story?





Discuss:


How did Hannah respond to heartache? (prayer, pouring out her soul to God)


How do you respond to heartache?  With prayer?  With anger and bitterness?


Discuss what it means to pour out your soul to the Lord.  When was the last time you really took time to do this?


Hannah is one of the good examples of the Bible.  Do you think God is giving an example to follow whenever we have heartache?


Read Matthew 7:7-11.  Does this passage give you the impression that God WANTS us to ask him for things?





Discuss:


Do you think it was easy for Hannah to fulfill her vow?  Did that affect her obedience?


What do we learn about God in this miraculous answer to prayer?





Discuss:


Judging from these two songs, what type of people is God looking for?


How important is it to give praise?  Do you praise God when you are blessed?








