

Lesson 24
David Spares Saul
Main Idea:  Just keep doing right and let God take care of what is right and fair.

Text:  1 Samuel 24

Introduction:


Perhaps one of the hardest things to do is to act right in the face of injustice.  By injustice, I do not mean that God is not being fair.  God cannot help but be just.  If he were not fair, then he could not be God.  By injustice, I am referring to those circumstances in which justice has not YET been served.  Like in the story of David, in which Saul is wrong and David is right. Though God will ultimately set things straight, for now, he has not and things do not seem to be fair.  David is running for his life though he is a hero and a loyal subject to Saul.  Saul gets to live in a palace and be king though he has already lost God’s favor.  Though it is easy to talk about how we ought to act towards our enemies and while we are in the middle of seemingly unfair circumstances, it is not easy to act the way we know we should.

In this story, we find that David has the opportunity to set things straight.  He gets just the right opportunity to get back at Saul and rid himself of Saul’s injustice.  He could take matters into his own hands.  However, by his example, we will learn that taking matters into our own hands is not really the best way to go.  By his example, we can learn how to handle things that are not fair.

I. It is never right to do wrong.

a. After Saul’s distraction with the Philistines was over, he gets back to his pursuit of David.  (see previous chapter)

b. David has fled to the wilderness of En-gedi (ain-jidy) which is a rocky, cave-filled area…perfect for hiding.

c. While on the march to find David, Saul gets tired and decides to retreat into one of these caves to get some sleep.  (“covering his feet”)
d. It just so happens that the cave he takes a nap in, is the very cave where David and his men are hiding!  What luck!  God has sure smiled on David this time!

e. At least that is what all his friends think for they encourage David to take this opportunity to kill Saul by presenting it an opportunity sent from God.  (SIDE NOTE: NOT EVERY OPPORTUNITY IS FROM GOD.)

f. David sneaks up to where Saul was sleeping, pulls out his knife, and cuts off a piece of Saul’s robe.

g. What!!?  Why didn’t you kill him David??!!  This is your worst enemy!  God has rejected him and anointed you!  You have done nothing wrong and this guy has treated you totally unfair!

h. David could not kill him.  Why?  HE (Saul) WAS THE LORD’S ANOINTED!
i. In fact, David’s heart smote him just for cutting off some of his robe.  That means he was convicted, felt bad or guilty for what he did.

For David, even though killing Saul would have been completely justifiable and even though it appeared as if God was giving him the chance to do so, David knew that killing Saul would be wrong.

Why was killing Saul wrong?

· He was anointed by God, which means God selected him and put him in the position.
· Since God put him in then God was going to have to take him out.

· The position he held was holy.  David had respect for the office.

· He was a God-ordained authority.


Transition:  One of the main reasons David did not kill Saul was because he understood Point #2…

II. Justice is God’s job, not ours.

a. When Saul wakes up and leaves the cave, David comes out after him and yells from a distance, holding up the piece of robe.
b. He first proves to Saul that if he (David) meant any harm to Saul, he would be dead right now.  However, since he spared him, it only proves David’s innocence.

c. Then David reveals a principle that works deep in his heart: justice is God’s job, not mine.

d. He tells Saul in vs. 12 and 15 that God is ultimately in control.

1. If God wants to get revenge for me, fine, but I am not going to get it myself.

2. If God wants to protect me from you, he will.

e. David believes that God knows what is going on and will ultimately serve justice.


Transition:  The passage in Romans 12 leads us directly into our next point…

III. Doing good to our enemy is the best way to overcome them.

a. Notice Saul’s response to David.

b. When Saul knows it is David and sees that David has spared his life, he cries.

c. He also acknowledges that David is a better man than he is. (vs. 17)

d. He blesses David in saying that the Lord should reward him for his actions. (vs. 19)
e. He acknowledges that David is certainly going to be the next king and that he will be a good one at that. (vs. 20)

f. He then asks David not to kill all his children when he does take over.

1. To which David promises.
2. Moreover, to which David holds (see 2 Samuel 9 - Mephibosheth).
g. After the conversation, Saul leaves David alone and goes home.

1. Saul will leave David alone for a while.

2. He pursues him one more time, upon which David AGAIN has the opportunity to kill him and AGAIN spares his life.  After this, Saul would never chase David again.


Conclusion: 
Dealing with our enemies is a tough situation.  Especially when we know that we are being wronged.  Ultimately, God sees all and we have to learn to trust him with that.  David was one of the greatest men of all time and stories like these are the mark of his integrity and character.  He let God take care of him and so should we.

Discuss:


What do you think you would have done if you were David?


What kind of situation would be a good example of when you might think it was okay or right to do wrong?  What about when you are being treated unfairly?


When someone is doing you wrong or falsely accusing you, what is your natural reaction?


Read Matthew 5:38-48.  Even though God knows what our natural reaction is, what does he tell us to do instead?


Why does he tell us to do this?  (See vs. 45-48)





Discuss:


When is it hard to leave justice/revenge in the hand of God?


Read Romans 12:19-21.  


If God says that vengeance is his, don’t you think that means he will get revenge for us if we let him?


Would you rather your enemy get the revenge that God gives or the revenge that you can give?


Why else should we let God have the revenge?  Why can’t we do it?





Discuss:


How did David’s actions affect Saul, his enemy?


Was David ever out to get Saul?


So then why should false accusations ever cause us to change our original intentions?


Wouldn’t killing Saul have proved Saul right? (at least in the eyes of the kingdom)


How do you think David’s rule would have been different if he had killed Saul?


What does Romans 12:21 say?  Did David accomplish this?  How so?


How can you display a David-like attitude towards your enemy?








